
TFlIF MIOHAWK< LANGUAGE.

I ouglit, perhaps, hemo tg eILaîia that the niaie MhWk as

giveti to us by-foreigrier4, aidu that the significationi or derivation isi

entirely uutkaîiowxî to uts. Soute wvritcrs, 1 ltlev,~ave ctetid

it to ejean aiea caters, but if it is irtipliedl by titis tlaat Liie 31oIlt\vk4
were cannibais, I have no liesitzation in proitouriciuig it to bc

The niame by which wvo are knowa (%mon- Indians i.4, p)erlitps,

not quite s0 etuphonious, bat much more coeiplinientary. It is
Xa-yenke-w.-awhich meuns 'fliiit.pcopIe," or "Ipeoffle derived

froin the flilet," given ne douLt by tiiose wiao had experienced saine-
tbing of tho flinty chai-acter aud the scalping propensities of the
Mohawk whlesi npon tho war-patiî.

The following" com:priseýs ail the lettera of the alphabet, viz.

'VoWEL5.

A as* a in far. Vowels folloNved by h have a short, quick, ceuloBive
E a "fate. Sound, e.g. Eh as C in raet.
1 z meet. 1h Il i Il pin.
0 " "od. E foUowed by n has the soundt of a le uner.

ul" tune.

à h j k n q r % tw % Iz.

It will thus be seen that b c f g 1 mi p v z are- wantig, leaving
seventeeti letters iii tha lplbet.

Writers wbo have gonte before mee have, as a general thing, retained
c and g, but I conceivo usclessly, as 1 think wvhec former writers
,would omeploy these letters. j and k could be used quite as correctIy.

It will bc eîy object not so much to exliibit the language ia soute
particular fori, or scodugto certain preconcived grainnatical
notionsl, as to eszaminc and analyzo the language, and afterwm.trds
deduce raies founded upon suel i nalysis. \Vith io mat of the wvorks
upon tlio sitbjeet Liait I have boeca abfle to examnine, I haive fouid titis
difllculty, that hLuteild of truly exhibiting the hagtage as it, exists,
it bias been distorted and aide to assume new forais to suit the pur.
poses of the author.

In order to indicato tho conucctioti tet\ween the Lan-uage of the
Mohawkzs with the othter dIùtlecL-s of thc Six Nations, 1 Live prepared
a comrnative table of the nu1metrals, -.111 of a few colunion Words,
frein -tvhiel it will be scen. that the Mohiawk mi Oneiida tire the
most alike, Nyhii e tiaizusarora is niost unlike the rest.


