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Custom's Iron Cage.
T can’t get out, I can't get out.’
[Theo following admiratle papor on the powor of appetite, which
wao copy from the Scotfisk Temperance Review, wo omruestly
1 to all our rendore.—En. C. T. A.]
Yurick, in the ¢ Sentimental Juurney,' tt'cd to re>son himself

into the belief, that the Bastile, after al!, if 1ot & vey hapeful in
strgment of human improvement, was at least as ‘nuocuous 2s

by tus vice.  And out of theso, perhape, here and there, nn in.
dividual enuld bo pm‘nlcd to that had, during ‘'t progross of Iife,
appurently mado the most resoluto endenvors to be free; to snap
asunder the wretehed chain that scemed to bind him to ovil, and
to walk in the liberty of anintell gent and moral being—when,

asx if by a fascination which no carthly puwer could olude, an in-
‘vmblo bond that no human agency could break, the vice-con.
trolled simpletan hae arisen, and moved Like an ox tc the slaugh.
ter, of & foul to the cotrection of tho stocks. e has appeared fur
a reason as if he iind fairly vanquished the enemy; asif ho had
said 1o tho temptor, * Get thee behind me ;' as if ho had wipod
the last taint of vicious dosire for ever from: hia being ; and as if
now he wero of a different stature, texture, mould, ard minded
ness from tho dotard drunkards he has left behind.  Heo is ploased
with his liborty ; he is almost proud of his new attninment ; he is
reudy to wonder that ever ho wors the yolo of such a degrading
thraldom. Nay, thuse who tako an interest in the progress of
moral reform, wha watch the ameliorations which 230, up co.
{ incident with the downfull of the vice of drunkenness, and who
t rejoico that enother incbrite has gone froe, arc ready %0 join in
1jubilant conghatnlition. that the viclory has been schieved.
. But after a reason he divam is dissipated— the vision uttorly dis-

ypelled.  Ho appears sull on the huok of the old angler, who

lnot bo difficult to recall of mon and womon thormugbly onslaved

many other mudes of human restraint.  He ¢ ymgared it to gout,
or other furms of discase t,, which men are periodically subjected,
and under whoso restraint they bear confinement without any

of the torr.fic arsuciations which the anmo of the Bastile uniform-' =, . R .
ly stirs. Change the name, ther fore, said he, and the terror’ The cese of the pauper tippler, us related by an American

’ < . . physeinn, most uffectiagly 1lustrates the tyrant thraldom in.
iv inatantly gone. Call it lumbago, sciatica, or other foot—re. phy H 9 e ¥ X .
stramning d-a‘iaase, and the horrible zssocint one of a mero name ' d"f°d :’Y ""‘b:‘“‘" "“‘]“xf‘c"ce' ) Alf"w 3{";" f’g",;!“ "'PF;I‘”’ \vas
unmediately disappear. But as son as there fe!l nn his enr the' r“{‘ l‘" v ‘[’e' d‘"& ‘i"_""‘"d‘?if‘ l“’t;“ vus town ":j_‘ :‘”‘c’“s‘““'
vaico of tho captive starling, uticring its lamentaton, * Fcan't” ' # "l? afc‘l‘d uy:‘ Nenath hete varous oxlpe tenta ‘; procure
got out, I can’t get out ;* and as s3n as he had dono his bost, in’ ;"lm' };“ m‘cl at :l cngnd e 5" ;’i'm" o::cb'l ’)M prutvcl 3“3“”‘
vain, to restore the captive to hberty, changed ina moment: llf ad ¢ “mb,' li) 10 i“",“u yard ol the e? g ': 'ment, pkapc ono
wero all his fanoics and whims, and the terribloreality of 2 nover| | 21C UPON 8 block, and with an uxe in (ho other, struck it off at
K tasiugle blow. With the stump raised and strcaming  he ran
ending dungeon thraldom burst upon h's mind, to the hous G '
Amid the millione of captives that flitted bef re his imagina. ' ;:’ Dd' c ’gf:;,a’ !cryn‘)g‘ 'fct fome “’{"’ fc‘ 7.‘"‘"0 rum! My
tion, and out of whom he hae painted one with dexterons folieity, b""'l 'F ol - "b‘ ho cunfusun and pust f of the occasion, &
there was a form of captvity which he cither would not know, | VOV of rum w‘;‘s rought, o which Le plunged the bleeding
or heedlessly contemned. 110 has shown the captive in his ccl | n}ombcr «g lus 1 udy‘.'lhcnl ramng“ lilu bowl to his muuf’h’, drunk
with his glimmoring light, his wretched paliet, the hopeless wnlls.\ fieety, und exultngly exc m.mcd, Now [ am ‘.5““95"‘1-
tho soul.hatrowing oreuk as the grated enclosure shuts for ever ;! What a fearful ailustration of the perpeluity of the bondags
he has shown him notch the stick that ¢t ron-cles the days of his | fometimes found in Custom’s iron cage! The craving awakenad
living sepulchre; and he hos held him up with the vory 1ran of | ¥46 oven more fiorce than that of the hungry mother who, amid
slavory entering hus soul.  And all this he has duno ull the bigod | the fel madness of fanune, couid satiate her appetite on the
curdles with sympathy amid the hortors of the dungeon, or tiscs himbs of her vwn oftspring.  The demon-hike desire for the habi.
with the fervour of heaven to curse every tyrant, great or Little,  tual stimulant could turn raund and devour the members of his
thet has over hived.  But the captivity that springs out of man’e| own body—cou'd ¢ et his flesh Like fire.’ Truly might he ex-
voluntary choice—ass, for wstunce, the slavery of drunkenness, , Claun, * L can’i get out, T can’t get out!” when he could attest
whose captives, in thousands and tens of thoussnds of instances, | With such savage ferozity the drinker's engrained natare. It
may well exclaim, in the language of the starling, * Wo ean't got | Was only equalled, porhape, by the cool and deliberate decluration
out, we can't get out,’~he did not deem it bis duty or ins inte- i of the young man, onc of great pronuse, whom it wes attempted
rest to portiay.  Tho omission may have hnd reasons, or it may | to dissuade from habits of intemperance. - * Hear me first a fow
have had none.  But the calurmitous captivity at this hour is no Words,’ smd he, and then yru mey proceed. T am seasible that
less real, and no less afflictive, and in maltitode2 of instances de. | 8n indulgence m tns habit will lead to loss of property, the loss
fying sll human ad to rescuc from the voluntanly-formed en. i of reputstion, the luss of domestic happiness, to premature death,
closure of Custom’s fron Cage. und to the uretrievable luss of my immortal soul; and now, with
A distinguished writer of thio nge has mentioned a curious, and . 8!l this conviction resting finmly on my mmnd, and flashing over
at the same timo melancholy und ~~~tlng instance of the power | my conscience hke hghtning, i I still continue to drink—do yoa
of habit in thoroughly cnrlaving tho mwnd. ~ Anindisidal, addicted | think anythinggyou cun say will doter me {rom tho practice 7 No
to a special wice, had used every form of resolution, and resorted | wonder Dr. Rush expressed his viow of the tonacity and parpetu.
to overy oxpedent he could think of, 1n order to break, if possible, 'ty of the hubitual appetite of the drunkard, when he sad, *Ifa
the spell of its dominion over him, but in vain. After a scason, mail wWas sent to hell, and kept there for a thousand years ass
tho old induiqonco wae sought, and the old gratification nioted in. | punishinent for drinking, und then returned, his firat ery would
At last, with a view to strengthen prineiplo, invigorate con.: bo. “,G“"‘- me rum, give me rum "’ Men will ventare, not
science, end f possible weaken and ulumately destroy the power ) vnly in full siew of ihc physical consequonces that result from
of habit, ho resolved lo writo a bouk agasnst the speeial vice by ; vicious indulzence, but scemg in the issue the catastrapke of
which he had 80 long been enslaved. He set about the accom | mental, moral, spir'tual perditon—they will venture onward,
plishment of his self-imposed ta<k, and actaslly composed a trea. | secking the momentary gratfication within the very jaws of tem.
tics 1n oxposuro and condemnation of his own specinl vicious in- ! pural und everlasting rwin.  Is it not an iron cage T And is its
dulgence; but without effect.  Tho evil twist remmned. The | Most pitcous and doleful utterance not rightty given, ¢I can’t get
montal and physical bent towards the condemned graufication | vui, I can'tget out P
preveiled, o aroes and did as he bad cver done. e cast ths 1tis not meant that evesy drunkard is irreclaimablo, or thst
resolves, his arguments, his suaeions, and huis menial abor at onee yunce un the declovity £ intemperanee, retorn (o sobriely, and the
and for over 1o tho winds~—a practical repetition of the words of | ebrogation of the dnnhking usages, i3 next to impousible.  Many
the captivo starling, * i can't getout, [ oan't get out.’ who had been confirned sots, and many more who hed boen on
To those who have watched the conduion of the itemperate— | the highway to the thraldom uf sottism, have retraced their stope,
to bo found two abunduniiy in evory noghborhood—mnstznces wll  and stood forth in the Liberty of p.rfect froedom from the dominion |1

y bides hie tuno i ordor tu make hawm feel that his frecdom was all
udream. Ho s taken in an cvil liour, and perishes in the snare
of his own cuntrivance.




