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It Is good neithier ta eat flesla, nor drinik wine, nar (Io atty tliog by ivIdeh
ctîy brother is mado to atumnblo, or to fil, or is weakeiiod."-lttoîn. xiv. 21-
Muctiht'a Tratation.

PL.EDCE 0F THE MON TREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.
WE, TUE UNDEItSIGNED, DO AGREC, TIIÂT 'VE WILL NOT USE

INTOXiicATiNG LICQUORS AS A DEVÉRIAGE, NOL 'TILAFFIO IN TrHEMI;
TIIA'r WVE IILL NOT RaoVIDE TUENÈe AS AN AIRTICLE OF~ LEtETAIN.
>UINT, NOR FOR PrEliSOS IN OURt EXPLoYMEN'r; AND) 1IIAT IN ALL
SUITABLE WÂY. WB WVILL DISCOUNTENANCC TIIEIR USE TiItOUGIIOUT
riI COMUNITY.

ilIONTREAL, DECEMBER 16, 1814.

NINTli RE PORT
0F TIIE MONTR5AL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

Thlb last annivcrsary meeting of this Soeictyv was hceld con-

eidôràbly Inter in tie scason thon usual, and this meeting, for
important reasuns, is licld much carlier - so that the committee
JîaWe to report upon a period of littie more than cigit months -
ensbracing the business season and consequcntly a time of comn-

parative inactivity in moral efforts. To niake Up for the defi-

ciency of matter to constitute an ordinary report, it xnay not be
unintc'riiing to give a brief sketch ol the proceedings of die go.
ciety from its formation in 1835 to thse prescat time, whien an im-
portant- change in thse organization of its committc is contem-
platedb'

It doos fot fali within our preserit plan to detail- tise varn-
'ou .plissc tlxrough whieh the tcmpcranee cause lias passcd
fros igc hfirst temperance mneeting convcncd by the lamcntedl Mr.
Cniitsl'fÈ ia '1828, to the formation of this Society out of the

Young 'Men's Temperance Society, founded by the excellent Mr.
PETER CIIRISTIE, also clcceased ; but it niay bc stated that the
priacipld of total abstinence from ai intoxicating drink s, aithoughi
advocatcd and acted upon by a -number of indîvîduals, was not
during that period Tformnaliy recognized in any plcdge, exeeptinl
a emnèli' society connected wvith the Amierican Preshytenian
churcil."

In thse fal! of 1835, a few fricnds of the c'use deeply la-
snentingr the divided and almost extinet state of the differcnt so.
eîetlcs which had from time tu time been formed, and convincedl
çf the, inefficiency of tihe "1ardent spirit pledge" upon whicis thcy
weie ali.bascd, invitcd two of the xnost distingushed' Temperanice
advocates of the United States to visit Montreal with tihe vicw of

fornming, a. socicty tu combine ail that was active ia previous or-
gaizations.

' Thea -gentlemen, viZ. : Uic ReV. JUSTIsN E DWARDS and E.
C. DLtAEsq., ?namesjustly deanto temperance mca thnougrh.
out theci.vorld, and %vhicis doufjtess history will presenve to the
lateqtgenenlitiofls) most kindly rcspondcd to the cal!, and assisted
at a meeting *hcld in the Mecthodist Chapel on thse 22d Oclober,
1e35,, at whicis thse IlMontreai Society for thse Promotion of

T1eMpcrance"' was calied into existence. The constitution of tiss
society'cmbraccd both pledgcs ; but it is to be remarkied, thiat
thouigl very fcw subscribed tic total abstinence piedge at flnst,
yct ncariy ail accessions tu thse Society afterwands wvcre upon that
pied'g.e, whieis soon far outstnippcd tise other in thse number of.its
adhberents and in popular favour.

It .becomces -us here gratefuily, to iemember the efficient aid
whiels this Society reccived inits earlier stagea, from devotcd friends
whqzare no longer amnongst us-amongst wisom thse 11ev. G. W.

PEOxmN taltes a prominent place, oa account of thse zeal and abi.
Iity with whicli lie iaboured to promote thse Temperance Reforma.
tionp.- Mr. Wx. GREiO. was aiso an early and upitiring labourer
in this field of moral effort, so mnuci so, that whca thse Canada

7 timperance Advocate ivas commencedl ini May 1835, ho wvas re.
qucstcdl to becomo Editor-n office whiffl lie ably filed for about
a ycar. To tielibcrality aud iniluenceouf Dr. I-IoLms also, tho
cause wasinucli indebtcd in its carior stages; and vo may tako
advantagc of thse absence of Mr. JAbMEs COURtT iii Iritain, to statu
that ns thse abie and c!evotcd Secretary of tihe society, hoe con-
trived and cxccutcd or suîîcrintended aimost evory plan of use.
fulness w!sich wvo have to record.

Thse Temperance .Advocate became tie organ of thîe ssceviy
fornscd Society, and in addition to iL a large donation of tempe.
rance documents fnomn tihe New York Stato temperance society,
ivas distributedl througs thc wvintcn of 1835.6 ; during which aigso tihe
cclebratcd public discussion betwvecn thse 11ev. Mcssrs. Pstxis
and TAYLOR on dic une boand, and MCssrs9. l'IîN and RUm.
13OLD on thse otiser, attracted mucis attention : and wvc may lîcro
rcmark tlînt in Uhc month of May following, the o ev. 'Mr.
TAYL.OR WvaS induccd to assume thse editorial charge of tise
Advocate, and became a powvcrful defender of thse tempeiance
cause, and as a consequence a prominent mark for tie. arrows of
iLs encinies.

A Convention of tise societies in Lowcr Canada' was field
in Fcbruary, 1836, at w!sicil tihe number of total, abstinence
miembers reportedl in tise Lowcr province was only'715. * 1a'
thse pcriod under review tihe first temperance soirée tôok
place, bcing an attempt to supersede the absurd and mîscllie.
vous fashion of hiolding public dinners. In tîsis yens,, tsmi
perance grocery stores began to muitiply, aitisougis Mr. XVr.
LIAhl Annir had thec ig!îl honour of cstablishing thse first, somo
tiînc prcviously. Thse first attcmpt to cmploy travelling agents'
was aiso moade on a smail scale, about tîsis time.

A Temperance Convention was hcid in Uicen,tis ofjuly, 1837
at wvhich the number of total abstinence memnbers reportedl in tise
Lower Province wvas 1787; at luis Conventiop, thse propnicty of
rctaining only one plcdge, tIsai of total abstinence, wvns discusscd,.
and affirmcd, tîsis decision being influcnccd probably to a con-
sidenable extent by the great Convention licld at Saratoga in thc
previcus ycar, at whicis tIhe same question wvas most ably investi-
gatcd. As a conssequence, tbis socic ty droppedl tihe partial plcdgc
in the montis cf Septemben 1837. During titis ycar, also, tice
influence of tise triur ppis of thse tenspernîce cause ia Preston, Bris.
toi, andi otlier parts of Englaîid wvas sensibiy felt lierc, espcciaiiy
in the labours of tihe excellent Capt. HUDSON, Of tie brig Haorte.
pool, wvhîels wvre muels blessed in tisis city.

Thes pôliticai troubles wvhicls brolie ôut in tho close of this
ycar, and continucdl flrougi tise wvioic of 1838,, rendereti titis
period a melancioly biank in the history of the temperance
cause, unless wvc chrossiele defections on ail sides andi a great
increase of drinking occasioncti by thse exeitement, andi var
spirit, andi tise rations of liquon given to volunteers andi soidiers.
XVe may meintion tisat ut tie anual meeting in 1838, thse name
wvas changeti into tisat svhicis tise society noiv bears.

In tise spring of 1839, tihe frientis of tise cause began again
to lift up thecir heads and consider new plans of usefuincss,
-andi in tiiis thcy were mueis chicercd and ecounagetic by reports
of lip stonishing succcss of F;ather MATIIEwvs efforts in Incianti.
Ia imitation of wviom tise 11ev. P. PIIELAN, Of luis City, and tie1
11ev. Mn. CiiENiQuy, of Beaupont, foilowcd by otisers, estabiislsed
temperance socicties amossgst tihe Inisi and Fs"ncis Cispadian
population in this province, wisici soos enrolleti sany thousands
andi exertcd an extnaos'dinary influence in rendcring dninking
usages unpopuiar, andi diminisising intemperance amongst tise
na:ss; %Yhiist the celebratei Afn. ]BucKLsGiiA.u ils ls travels
Lhroogis tisis country, cîsdeayouncd to enligisten tihe iliglier classes
upon tise same -subjeet.
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