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1t is gnod neither to eat flesh, nor drink wine, nor do any thing by which
¢hy brother is made to stumble, or to fall, or is weakened," —Rom. xiv. 2}
Macnight's Translation.

PLEDGE OF THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, DO AGREE, THAT WE WILL NOT USE
INTOXICATING LIQUORS AS A BEVERAGE, NOR ‘FRAFFIC IN THEM;
THAT WE WILL NOT PROVIDE THEM A8 AN ARTICLE OF ENTERTAIN.
MENT, NOR FOR PERSONS IN OUR EMPLOYMENT; AND THAT IN ALL
SUITABLEE WAYS.WE WILL DISCOUNTENANCE THEIR USE THROUGHOUT
THE COMMUNITY.

MONTREAL, DECEMEER 16, 1844,

NINTH REPORT
OF THE MONTREAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY.

Phe last anniversary meeting of this Society was held con-
siderably later in the scason than usual, and this meeting, for
important reasons, is held much carlier; so that the committee
have t6 report upon a period of little more than eight months —
embracing the busincss scason and consequently a time of com-
parative inactivity in moral cfforts. To make up for the defi-
ciency of matter to constitute un ordinary report, it may not be
uninterédting to give a brief sketeh ot the proceedings of the so.
clety from its formation in 1835 to the present time, when an im-
portant-change in the organization of its committce is contem.
plateds - "+
" It docs not fall within our present plan to detail the vari-
oug phdses through which the temperance cause has passed
frow the firat temperance mecting convened by the Jamented Mr.
Cukistaris in 1828, to the formation of this socicty out of the
Young ‘Men’s Témperance Society, founded by the excelient Mr.
Perer ChrisTiE, also deceased ; but it may be stated that the
principlé of total abstinence from all intoxicating drinks, although
advocated and acted upon by a -number of individuals, was not
during that period “formally recognized in any pledge, except in
a gmall‘society connected with the American Presbyterian
churck, «

In the fall of 1835, a few friends of the couse deeply la-
menting the divided and almost extmet state of the different so-
cietics which had from time to timc been formed, and convinced
of the inefficiency of the ¢ ardent spirit pledge” upon which they
were all based, invited two of the most distingwished Temperance
advocates of the United States to visit Montreal with the view of
fortning & society to combineall that was active in previous or-
ganjzations. .

* Thebe -gentlemen, viz, : the Rev. Justiv Epwarps and E.
C. Deiavan, Esq., lnames justly dear to temperance men through.
out thevorld, and which doubtless history will preserve to the
lategt'generations) most kindly responded to the call, and assisted
at a meeting held in the Methodist Chapel on the 22d October,
1835, at which the * Montreal Socicty for the Promotion of
Tefuperance” was called into existence. The constitution of this
society cmbraced both pledges ; but it is to be remarked, that
though very few subscribed the total abstinence pledge at first,
et nearly all accessions to the society afterwards were upon that
p_lc@é‘g, which soon far outstripped the other in the number of its
adherents and in popular favour.

it becomes-us here gratefully. to remember the efficient aid
which this socicty received mits carlier stages, from devoted friends
who.are no longer amongst us—amongst whom the Rev. G. W.
Perrins takes a prominent place, on account of the zeal and abi.
lity with which he laboured to promote the Temperance Reforma.
tiony.- Mr. Wi, GrelG was also an carly and untiring labourer
in this field of moral effort, so much so, that when the Cenada
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T'emperunce Advocate was commenced in May 1835, he was ro.
quested to become Editor—an office which he ably filled for about
a year. To the liberality and intluence of Dr. HoLugs also, the
cause was much indebted in its earlier stages; and wo may take
advantage of the absence of Mr. James Court in Britain, to state
that us the able and devoted Secretary of the society, ho con-
trived and cxccuted or superintended almost evory plan of usc-
fulness which wo have to record.

The Temperance Advocate became the organ of the newly
formed socicty, and in addition to it a large donation of tempe.
rance documents from the New York Stato temperance society,
was distributed through the winter of 1835.6 ; during which also the
cclebrated public discussion between the Rev. Messrs, PeRRINS
and Tavrow on the onc hand, and Messrs. M‘Giny end Rum.
noLp on the other, attracted much attention : and we may here
remark that in the month of May fullowing, the Rev. Mr.
Tavror was induced to assume the editorial charge of the
Advocate, and became a powerful defender of the temperance
cause, and 48 a consequence a prominent mark for the arrows of
its enemics. - .

A Convention of the socicties in Lower Canada, was held
in February, 183G, at which the number of total ‘abstinence
members reported in the Lower province was onfy 715, I’
the period under review the first temperance soirée took
place, being an attempt to supersede the absurd and mischie-
vous fashion of holding public dinners. In this year, tom:
perance grocery stores began to multiply, although Mr, Wir.
Liax Appy had the high honour of cstablishing the first, soma
time previously. The first attempt to employ travelling agents'
was also made on a small scale, about this time.

A Temperance Convention was held in the month of July, 1837
at which the number of total abstinence members reported in the
Lower Province was 1787 ; at this Conventiop, the propriety of
retaining only one pledge, that of total abstinence, was discussed,
and affirmed, this decision being influenced probably to a con-
siderable extent by the great Convention held at Saratoga in the *
previous year, at which the same question was most ably investi-
gated. As a consequence, this socicty dropped the partial pledge
in the month of September 1837. During this year, also, the,
influence of the triumphs of the temperance cause in Preston, Bris.
tol, and other parts of England was sensibly felt here, csi)ccially
in the labours of the excellent Capt. Hupsox, of the brig Hartle-
pool, which were much blessed in this city. \

The political troubles which broke out in the close of this
year, and continued through the whole of 1838, rendered this
period a melancholy blank in the history of the temperance
cause, unless we chronicle defections on all sides and a great
increase of drinking occasioned by the cxcitement and war
spirit, and the rations of liquor given to volunteers and soldiers.
We may mention that at the annual meeting in 1838, the name
was changed into that which the socicty now bears,

In the spring of 1839, the fricnds of the cause began again
to lift up their hcads and consider new plans of uﬁefulnegs
—and in this they were much cheered and eucouraged by reports
of the ustonishing success of Father Matuew’s efforts in Ireland.
In imitation of whom the Rev. P. Puevnaw, of this city, and the
Rev. Mr. Cuessquy, of Beauport, followed by others, cstablished
temperance socicties amongst the Irish and French Canadian
population in this province, which soon enrolled many thousands
and cxerted an extraordinary influence in rendering drinking
usages unpopular, and diminishing intemperance amongst the
masses; whilst the cclebrated Mr. BuckiNenan in his travels
through this country, endeayoured to enlighten the higher classes .
upon the same subject. : ' w



