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Crimes &c. arseng from .

Mr. Wakley observes, “T have lately seen so minch of the evil
effects of gin-drinking, that Faminchined to becone a tee-totaller.
Gm may be thought the best friend T have; it causes me to hold
onually one thousand inguests more than T should otherwsse
ofd. Bat besides these, T have reason to believe that from ten
housand to fifteen thousand persons m this Metropohs die an-
vaily from the effeets of gim-drinking, upon whom no mmquests

held. Swmnce I have been Corroner, { have seen so many
arders by poison, by deowning, by hanging, by cutting the
roat, in consequence of dnnking ardent spints, that 1 am
jastonished the Legislature docs not interfere.”

The salenm Jadgment of Lord Chuef Justice Hale, has been
applicable to cvory wencration smee s dav—*The places of
Er'dicuture which T have long held in this kigdem, have givenme

opportunity to observe the onginal cause of most of the cnor-
pnitics that have been commtted for near twenty vears, and by a

observation I have found, that 1if the murders, and man-
ughters, the burglaries, and robberics, and riots, and tumulis,
he adulter <, formeatins, rapes, and other great enormities, that
ave happencd in that time, were divided mfto five parts, four of
them have been the issaes and product of excessive dnnkiag, und
of tavern and slu-hwse ineetings”
#Mr. Shaw, the Recorder of Dublin, declares that 40 cases out
f every 50 that he tries every week, are produced by mtemper.
ce. A barrster who conducted 1,700 civil nll cuses in a fort-
ight, maintamed that every anc of thewm could be truced to the

e cause.  The Lord Justice Clerk, in Lutely closimg the assizes
Glasgow, affirmed that 80 cases had come before Inm, m all of
hich punishment bad been awarded, Jess or more; but that
very one of these cases had onenated i drankenness.”

The late Mr. Wontner 1s koown to have sud, * that nincty-
ine out of every hundred prisoners that came to Newgate, com.
ited ther enmes in consequenee of intemperance.”

“The follewing words of Dr Doyle, Roman Catholic Bishop
{ Kildare, 1n s letter to the secrctury of the New Ross Temper.
cc Rociety, deserve particutar notice @ * Rash sweanng, pro-
nation of the Lord’s D v, blaspheinies without number;  the
porerty, the nakedness, the destitut-on, the rum of fanilics: the
Ipuds, the thefts, the robbenes s the seduction of mnocence, the
forruption of virtuc ¢ the divobedience of children, the  infideli
s of servants, the discord, the disunion of those whom God hath
Iited ; these and many others which T do not name, are the
ects of drinking and drunkenness which 1 deplere.”

Intoxicating hquors, 1t 15 caiculated, cogt the inhabitants of
menca annually, it appears ore than ferty millions of dollars :
d the paupenism caused by the improper use of ther, coxls
e than twelve millions, making an annual expense of more
fifty millions of doilars.  Out of 1061 cases of crimunal pro.
cations, in the year 1820, bcfore the Court of Sessions in the
ty of New York, more thau 800 are stated 10 have been con.
ccted with ntemperance. Aad so it s 0 all our prinewpal
s More than threc.fourths of the crunes committed i the
autry, are probably occasioned by tins hateinl viee,  And if to
s we add the loss of ume wihach 1t occasions, the loss of bus.
e loss of impruvement, the loss of character, and the oss
bappiness for tune and ewermty. The evil swells te an over.
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whelming maonitude. The mult and wretchedness resulting from
it sarpass all finite conecption, R

At the close of the first half eentury of our national existenee,
(connting from 1776)7 ays an American writer, ** the appetite for
strong drink demanded more than 60,000,000 of gallons of hquid
fire ; and while 1t cost the consumers more than 30,000,000 of
dollars, it caused more than three-foarths of all the pauperism,
enime, and wretchedness of the commumity. It also greatly
increased the number, frequency, and violence of discases ; and
according to the tesumony of the most intelligent and judicious
nhysicians, occasioned annualiy the Joss of wore than 30,000
lives. The loss of property resulting (rom the consumption of
ardent spirits, amounted m 10 years to a greater sum than the

fvalue of all the houses and lands’in the Uniied States forty years

ago; and the usc of it (during the same period) caused the destruc-

tuon, and there is reason to fear, for both worlds, of more than

half a nulhon of men.”

R. G. White, Esq., stated, that of twenty.two persons whoso
exccution he attended in the capacity of High Sheriff, every one
deelared * that drunkenness and the breach of the Sabbath had
hr-nght them to that end.”  ‘The Rev.’D. Ruel, Chaplain to the
new pricon, Clarkenwell, and who, therefore, had had ample
opportunity for jndgme, declared, that ¢ murder, mmming, and
other crimes attended with personal violence, are, for the most
part, committed undcr the exeitement of liquor.”

As long ago as 1764, the Insh Hou-c of Commiors asserted,
that * meny murders, which of late have been committed, are to
be attributed to the excessive consumption of soirits.”

Lnsses at Sra vesulting from it.

The loss of hife and property in this waysincalculable.  « The
treasures of 1the  deep” accumulate thus, and the vessels lost
through diunkenness, anount 1 value to midlions annually ; and
on that day when * the sea shall give up her dead,” what muitic
tudes will point to the drunkard as the one who hurried them out
of the worid.

«The 8t. Grorge with 551 men on board, was lost through
intemperance ; so was the Kent Rast Indiaman, with most of her
passengers and erew; so was the 4jaz, with 350 men: and so
was the Rothesay Castle, with above 100 souls””  Several wit-
nesses before the House of Commors referred to the amount of
property lost cvery year at sea, through the bancful influence of
intoxicating dnnks. We find from Parliamentary dociments, that
in the short peniod of six years, * not less than 2,687 ships and
vessels were stranded or wrecked ; and 218 were Jost or missing.
Making the total of nearly three thousand vessels which were
greatly myured, or enurely destroyed i that short period; in130
of these ships the whiole crew perished, and the number of persons
who were drowned amounted to 34177

* Durmg the late war, almost everv accident says an officer,
I ever witnessed on board ships was owing to drunkenness.
1 hold spinturus liquoss to be more dengerous than gun.
powder.” + And well might he say so,” rays another wnter.

A gentleman i an American scapert grives his testumony to
tius fact in these terms; I have been a Notary Public, and the
cnly one n this port for fourteen vears, and have had to extend
protests for many wreched vessels, and can with truth say, that in
more than a moiwcty {onic halfy of the cases, the disaster would not
have happened if no rum had been on hoard.”

A Memonai of the merchants of Montreal to British Under-
wrniters, ship.owners, and ship-masters, says:— We bebeve the
common usc of intoxicating drinks on shipboard to be a custom
fraught with many pernicions consequence,—First, By forming
and fostcning habits of intemperance among seamen,—Seccond,
By frequenty interfering with the proper cubordination of the crew
and the clearness of judgment and seif.command of the officers.
And thirdly, By causing frequent shepwrecks, and  thereby
wasting hfe and property, and, as a3 necessary consequence
matenally inereasing the rates of frerght and insurance.”




