
CAUSFS or' DIVISION IN rtin LuaCitui ANDi 1i'LtrLf op U.\I«Ty.

1ilaîed; the one je pure spiritual nio-
iiocracy, the other is unlianited spiritual
dernocracy; in the former tic order of'
the church is eubjectedl to tic will of ail
individual frout whlose decision there is
no appeal; iii the latter it is subjected
to the wilI of ihie people on wiioe un-
reasonable caprice there is noe restraiut.
Strangre if' sucli extremes slaould ever'
meiet!' Iiicredible that sucli coîatraryj
syeîems should ever be blended int
one! Yet strange aiîd incredible as it
inay eem there arc signes of such an
approximation. lt Ulic Protestant Epis-
copal churcla in the United States,there
is a periodical convention of Bi6hlope,
ininisters and lay-men, wlaiclî diflèrs in
little but the rxiiiefroni a Preshyterian
synod. la thc Episcopal churcli of
Englnîad attempts are at liais moment
being made by its inost enlighitenedl
fricnds to have its convocations reetor-
ed; this ivill soon doubtless be obtaîncd,
and thion its resemblance to the Pres-
byteriant inodel of' ministerial order will
not be so very distant. On tie other
hand,among the congregational church-
es ia Englatnd, Wales, Scotland and the
United States, unions and consociations
have beea for somo yoars formed, in
which miîîisters and delegates assemble
annually to deliberate on subjects of'
common interest andl the Lest ineans of
extend iug their cause-and although
they have not assumed any judicial au-
thority,their decisioias are nearly equi-
valent la flot such a union,tiîen virtu-
ally tantanlourit to a Presbytery or Sy-
nod by whatever namne it may Le desig-
nated? Tlîus we think we are able to
sec the tvo extrcmnes converging;
wvhile they stili retain their distinctive
appellations there is a growiug corres-
pondence in their views and practices;
andl ve cannot refrain train indulging
the hotie, that, when party anal educa-
tional prejudices are more stibaluel by

Ille spirit of' Clatiant charity, there
May Coulc a tinlac whaenI the poilItt Of'
alibagrreenaciat, as ho eclesaacal order,
betwcaa thac tlarce grnd branchaes of'
thc P>rotestanh rcf*oriined chnrela, slahl
dwuadle ta se trivial a magnitude, as
chaI! Le rio bar ho tiacir cordial fIlov-
sLip, aiad %%lieu at iaaay Le said of theni,
tiey arc perli2ctly joîicd together iii the
saille niiîîid,eid the saine practical juudg-
menti.

Wc shahi ndvert oily to oîae alier
cause of' divieion. in tUic Charistiana
claurcl-tlio spirit of' faction. Sottie-
thiîg like il appcared anaoiîg Uic Cori-
tlaiias; tlae heîadcncy lu it is strouîg in
haaan natuare, andl untal the gospel exv-
cits, ils foulet iaaflnence,it wvîll occasion-.
ally inif'est itelf'. It is liais epirit,
%vilai leads a luin ho fret andl murnitur
if' affnirs are îlot mianagrea exactly to his
îraand. Ile gutliers arounal Jin thie dis-
affecteal for aîay cause andl froin every
quarter. They nagnif'y thc alleged
corruptions, fuad in thean a pretext f'or
separation,and go forth to soiv in other
soils the sccds of' discord For thaià
cvil we uanniot sec any coanplete pre-
vention in liais world. Tite chîuarch on
carta, even in lis purest state, ie but a
commuily or irnperfect Louage; aiîd it
shîould nul surprise us Iliat; we oflen
final witin it, some wlaose jarring andl
discomîtenteal spirite refuse lu Le regu.
lated by ils principles, andl sootheda by
its beoles. IVe are told by one vhîo;
kncw tlae hecart of mîari andl tlîo pros-
pects of lis chiorch, Ihiat 4Col'cnces
muet come." Lot thîemt conte then.
It je ours ta, eek grace, from heaven
that wc may Lie prepareal lu meet them.
WVlîen thus prepareal we shalh not Le
greatly moveal by those instances of'
weakness andl pcrversily whieh no mari
can live long witliout wîtnessing in
tlie circle of' bais fcllowship. Thechurch
ie as the ocoau. Its surface ile ruffleal


