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HALIFAX, SATURDAY, SEPT. 8, 13_55_._

CIURCH EXTRNSION IN HALIFAX.

Wx havo frequently noticed, within the last fow
years, soveral cucouraging evidences of increasiog
earncetness and lberality among tho Laity of this
Diocese—and it is now our pleasing duty to record
a similar instanco of munificent zosl for the exten-
gion of tho Chureh, on tho part of our chief Pastor,
the Lord Bishop of Nova Scatia, Wo sllude to the
proceedings conneeted with tho building commonly
called by the name of Sarex Onarar, which hag
recently boon rented from tho Trasteea by our res-
pected Diceeran, asa place of worship for the ac-
commodation of tho poorer membera of the Church
in this Oity—and was publicly opened for that pure
Jose, by his Lordship, on Sunday ovening last.—
[ho Church was well filled on tho occasion, not only
by the class of pereons for whoso uso it is ohiefly in-
tended, Lut by a large number of others belonging
to tho upper ranks of society, who woro desirous to
witness tfm intoresting servico. Tho Prayors were
gaid by the Rev. J. U. Cochran, the Liossons were
read by the Rev. . Bullock and Rov. E. Gilpin,
and the Sermon was preached by tho Bishop, who
addrossed tho congregation from a most appropriate
text—by sclecting those words of our blessed Lord
which declaro that * the Poor Aave the Gospel

reached o them.” W trust that theso words ma

considered ns o perpetunl motto forall the Servi-
cos which shall Lo condueted in that Church, and
that they may be realized in all the fulness of their
heavenly blessing, by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit upon ** the congregation of tho poor.”” It
cannot be denied that there is a large proportion of
our Church populawon, who have been hitherto
practically escluded t.om altendance on tho means
of grace, and degriveu of the op rtunity of joining
in Christian worship with their richer brothren. It
1aust bo confesse 1 that tho poor of the Church have
beon shamefully neglected in tho internal arrange-
ments of many of cur Churches, whilo an exclusive
system has been poiwnitted to presail, which carries
worldly i

distineticos of rank and wealth inte the
House of Gnl, in divest opposition to the language
of Huly Seripture, and which virtually destroys the
character of unite:d publie worship in the Service of
Almighty Ged. Many persons aro probably not
aware, that tha present system of Paws, or cnclosed
private seats ip Churches, i3 entirely an innovation
of modern tunos, thas its introduction is of compara-
tively rocent unigin, 2s it was quite unknown for a
loug period after the Reformation, and that it is ne-
ver oneo recagauzet in any of the Canons or other
seclasiastical ¢ nasdtutions of tho Church of En-
gland. It scems to have beea gradually introduced
in the lutter en of the sisteenth century—though it
docs nat appear ta bava been generally adopted in
the 151l Ctiurenes Gl the Deginning of the last
century, whea th o d massive 03k benches were ra-
puily super. »ded by these high square deal Pews,
which disignre s+ many of the brautifal Churchesin
Ungland at the {iccent day.  We do not mean, how-
ever, t 1mpute to the present generation the faults
of a_former une, which was remarkablo for its bad
tasto and low tanc of religious feeling. We ure
quite awara of the difficulty of applying an effectual
remedy for tue eorrection of an abuso which has been
o9 long tolerated by established usage.  Qur cfforts
must be direeted to the object of avoiding these
faultsin those Churches which are yet tobo built,
ratber tian auempting to remove them in those
which arz already jn existence.  On this subject we
quote, wita fuil approbation, the judicious and mo-
derate Jangua 2 of the learaed Dr. ook, who says,
with reforesz t» tho motives of those who took part
in this innovation in former times—** It wouid, how-
ever, be eyually absurd and unjust to apply such
remurks to the present times—nor shall we offer any
rewons agaiust pews instead of open benches, except
that they destroy the ccclesiastical character of a
Unureh, that they encoarage pride—that they make
a dstiaztion where no distinetion onght to exist, and
that they must Do erected ot 2 loss of 90 per cent. of
ekareh sermmgodarion.”*—( Church Dictionary, p.
5%1,7f K1) IMowevef, the system which was
esminenced in the mother eountry, in a degenerafo
aseof th Uhutrek, has ilso been gonerally transferred
wiho Briisk Colonies—and i€ must be acknowleds-
od, thac the suno 2ystons 18 sadly visible in out awn
principal Charea at Ifalifax, which #as erected in
the middle of the last centuty,
100 ﬁxithﬁ:ﬂyo:lﬁhd iumang of onr tonntry Churches.
There i5¢dvide

oxter.: of €he poos Churah population of S¢. Paul's,
and the extent of free acegpmodaliom provided for
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and which has been
ty 8 wids ilizproporting between the
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geetied, indeed, thel sheve is na authentic Regiater
of the Church Families residing in 8. Paul'aParioh,
from which correct information might be oblalned-—
and, in the absence of such an official document; we
are obliged o have reenurse fo | inguiries sud.
probablo caleulations, in order to nrrive at an ap-
proximation of the trath. We may observe Low-
ever, that some important slatistical informition has
been recently collected by the Parochial District
Visitors, with reference tu this subject.  Tho returns
aro £till very imperfect—including only 18 out of
the 21 Districts into which the Parish is divided ;
but it appears that thoso Dist:icts contain 140 poor
familics professing o beleng to the communion of
the Church of England ; andif we caleulate accord.
jng to the samo proportion for the cther 8 Distidts,
it would follow that St. Paul's Parish contains up-
wards of 220 poor Church fumilics, with & gaopu .
tion of about 1400 individuals. From this qumit
is probable that thero arc very considerablo leduo-
tions to bo mado; but after all due allowance, wo
may surely ask, what is become of tho 1000 Poor
of St. Poul’s, and where is tho accommodation pro-
vided for them in their Parish Church sud in St
Luko's Chapel of Easo? )

It may bo interesting to our readers hero to stw 3
the results of an cxact caleulation which has lately
been wado, with reference to tho accommodation of
St. Paul’s, and the proportion of freo sittings to the
entire church room.

1. Bony or Tue Cuurem.
Private.

108 Pows, accommodating 502 grown persons,

Free.
1 Pow (No, 94) cccommodating 18 persons.
Middlo Aisle, accommodating 30 persons.

II. GALLERIES.
Private.
Organ Choir and 58 Pews, accommodating 271
persons.
Free.

20 Pews, accommodating 00 perzons.

Wall Benches, accommodating 78 porsons.

To which may bo added the Children’s Seats, on
cach sido of tho Organ, containiig room for 42
children.

Tho total extent of accommodation in St. Paul’s
Chureh is sufficient for 1031 persons—of which 773
are yrrivato and the rest free, containing sittings for
258 persons (including children). It thus appears
that onejourth part of the Church room in St
Paul’s is nominally free—but it must bo observed
that this space is not only in the most inconvenient
and uncomfortable parts of the Church, but that the
saats assigned to tho poor and strangers in the gal-
leries, are searcely fit to bo cceupied, with the ex-
coption of 8 Pews (Nos. 20-32 in each gullery)
containing room for 30 persons. This defect is now,
wo hope, satisfctorily supplied Ly the Brsuor’s
Free Cnunrcu, which contains sittings for 600 per
sons, 350 in the Body of the Church, and 250 in
the Galleries—togethor with a large and commodi-
oue Hall under the floor oz the Church, and of the
game extent with it, which affords a convenient
placo for a Sunday School and Lecturo roomn.  The
Church is to bo opened for Divine Service twice on
overy Sunday—in the Moming,at 10 o’clock, A. a1
and in the Evening, at 7 o'clock, p. x., for public
Prayers and a Sermon, (the Morning or Evening
Prayer to bo used alternately with the Litany and
Communion Service on cach Sunday,) and in the
Afternoon, at 3 o'dlock, r. . for catechetical in-
struction ; thus extending to young and old the ben-
cfits of Scriptural teaching in the principles of our
holy religion, in accondance with the doetrine and
worship of the Church of England.
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¢ We understand that Representatives for the

Diocesan Assombly have been elected, sinee the

. Mecting of last year, by the following Parishes or

Districts which were then unrepresented :—Albion
Mines, Avichat, Dighy, Guyshoro’, Kentville,
Rawdon, Ship Herbor, and by Cornwallia and Shel-
burne, in consequence of vacancios. The ensuing
Mecting will bo of great importance, as all futuro
proceediogs must be moro or less influenced, by the
Constitution now o be sattled, and the rules adopt-
ed, for the transaction of business. Ve hope there-
fore that thero will be a full Mesting both of Cler
and Laity, and that all will be prepared to give the
time requited for the full discussion of the matters to
Lo propased for their consideration, It may be in-
convenient {0 somo to somo to Halifax two years in
succession, but if they come now they will have th
opportutity- of deciding for therseives how often
their prosence snetl bo xéquired. The Committes
poas that <he Meetings rhall bo hield every seeond
Jear, but it is open to the Assembly: to determine

froquantly, + We
would suggen for geoeral imitation. the example of
soma of {he Daviahies, including the poorest, which
hu::’rovidod for the paynens of the expeuses in-
curred by theic Reproseniatives,

Extract of a Letr from the DBlthar :e
* Having ngv’: bad su opportunity of min’g much

of the country between Halifex and Lower Granville,
and hearingt ?niona of farmers and others ca
ble of judgin the quantity and quality of 8:

harvest, I think Iam eabled to speak with telers-
ble certainty of the agriowitural prozpoots of the ap-
hing autuwn, ~

* A long oontinued drought during the eatly part
of August, caused great fears for tho potatoes and
corn. ‘'Thiae have Loen relisved to somo extent by
heavy rain, which rafroshed the parched earth, and
will be attended with bonefit, but the dry weather
will matorially afioct tho yiekl of both of the abovo
crope.  Altho’ the quality will be ﬁw"" the former
will be suall, and t%o atalks of the latter are not fil-
led with ears, as {n tho preceding yuar. We have
heard but little of the &);aloe rot in any quarter.
The dry weather was & boon to tho hay.makers, es-
ﬁciaﬂly on the nplands, most of the crop having

on sccured, in groat abundance. This is moro
particularly the nature of the country in Newpost,
and th vicinity of Windsor—on the marshes tﬁgre-
about,—and especially thoee of tho Cornwallis ard
Annapolis Rivers, on both sides, thero has nover
boen & better ht{ genson within the memory of man.
Indced thoy will with all their appliances, bave a
difficulty in securing tho abundance with which a be-
neficent Providence bas blessed these prolific mea-
dows. Much of the grass on the Annapolis River
isax yet uncut, and will probably romain so.

¢ Tn some places the weevil, has, it is said, again
infosted tho wheat. I am inclined to think to & very
trifling oxtent. Tho farmer has discovered what he
belioves to be & preventative to its ravages, which
consists in sowing tho seed a little later than usual—
a fow days is soinctimes sufficient as a preservative.
All the fields of this grain that I have seen, (and a
great breadth of land has been sown with it this
year,) lock flourishing, everywhere presenting the
appearance of an abundant harvest. ~Oats ant bar-
ley, wherover sown seent to bo excellent—and seve-
ral ficlds of rye along our route will bear tho same
character.

s Of fruit, apples are searce, except in somo fa-
vored localities and where more than common care
ie bestowed upon the orchards, You may however
consolo yourselves in a very prolific yield of the
plumb trees.

*« Upon tho whole, I think I may venture to as-
gert, that the Nova Scotia harvest will bo much over
the usual average, and as a consequenco that the
poor will enjoy a cheap leaf during the emming win-
ter. May wenot forget in tho inidat of the peace
and plenty which aro vouchsafed to Nova Seotia, the
bountiful Givor of all good things.””

AP T N N N A NN
&5 The Bishop intends (D). V.) to hold an Or-
dination on Sunday, Sept. 2Jd—aud all Deacons
intending to present themselves for Priest’s Orders
aro requested to communicate their wishes withou
delay to the Archdeacon. It is 2ot intcnded to holl
au Ordination on the Sunday before Christmas-day
(Ins rted by Rlequest.)

DIOCESE OF EDINBURGW. |

St. George’s Chapel, Edinburgh.—The Rev. Dr. Su-
ther took an affecting {arewell of his Congregation on
Sunday she 23th ult, and was to have been instituted
by the Right Rev. the Primus on Sunday the Sth jnst.
to the charge of St. Andrew’s, Aberduen,

The Vestry of St. George’s, on receiving his resin.
nation, entered the followirg resolution on their min-
utes :—* The Vealry, tn_actepting the resignation of
the Incumbency of the Chapel now tendered to them
by the Rev. Dr. Sutlier, snd_in thus dissolving the
connection which has tubsist-d botween him and them
for the long period of sixteen years, desive to recotd,
not only the deep regrut which 1hey feel ut being de-
prived of bis valuable ministrations, but also their
high sense of the kindness and urbanify which hal
uniformly graced tis intorconrse with thens, and ther
senliments of respect, esteem, and atfection for him
as their Pastor. ‘They at the same time beg to assure
hun, that he will carry with him theie sincore wishes
for bis hoalth and happiness ip the spbere to whicly bs
js now called ; and that their edrnegt prayer is, that
he may be fong cnabled to discharge the dutiedof his
nev charge. for #he benefit of ths Church, sad fhe
good of tha fleck enteasted to bim.” poe

~ Wae onderstand.alio that & handsomn testingaial is
about to be presented to De, Suther by she Congrega-
tion of St. '(goorge’;.— Scottish Zeclesiastical Jowrnal.
AR A A A A AP S e .

& Tho: Cupe Brotor News conimeticing its sizth
volume, comes t5 us this week it an clarged and
improved form,  We wisl tho’proprictor sticéesy it

hié prosent’ andectaking -



