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unquestionabie auwthoiity.  In suppurt of your
views on the subject, which are als#mse of nrany
other zealons and influential laymell, as a member
of the working class 1 taost respectfully, yet car

nestly, eolicit the aticution of the Clergy to the
matter.  From the want of Catholic literary insti-
tntions many hopeful and genercus spirits have cr-
red from the right path, and have become. aliens
from their true homec.  Having imbibed their
Jnowle dge from polluted streawms or broken cisterns
their energies have heen misdirected and  their
minds have wandered from th pursuit of true glo-
ry.  'This too. at atime wien, from the peculiar
situation of the Church in this country, the loss of
cven onc of theleast of her membess is a matter of
the deepest regiet 5 for every ingividual, however
humble, hic pr <ftion insecioty fay be, if possessed
with adesire tv do his Dect for the promotion of
Gnd’s glory, mny Le of srme service o aiding the
glerious work nov ro {faverably progressing to-

wanls the reeonversiont of niir Leloved father-land,
10( the provincial institutes, with all their objections,

to its auncient faith.

nagee, if ot support, is in such an undertaking of
the attost value, and without which it were use-
less to. attempt it. A school-fec of two or three
guineas per annum for each pupil, payable quarterly,
would sutiice to keap the day-school in operation ;
aml asubscription of one guinea per annum paya-
ble quarterly or yearly at the option of the subseri-
ber, would be found sufficient for the evening class-
es; whilea sum of ten shillings per annoum for those
who wished to confine themselves to thé reading
roon, library aud lectures, would cover the expen-
ses incurred in those departments. These rates
have been found sufficicnt to keep in healthy oper-
ation similar wstitutions in proviucial towns, and it
will surely not be considegod visionary to expect
the requisite support from such a numerous and
wealthy body as the Cteholies of London. In ad-
dition to the above named sources of income funds
would be derived from bhenefactions and subserip-
tiols of honary menibers, many of whom, I am ful-
ly persuaded, might Le readily oblained. As soma

It is tene that several Catliclic literary societies|are actively supported by the Catholies, it is to be

have been founded in the metropolis, as well as in
some of the provincial tow Jut where there is
more than one in existence, as in Londan, would
not greater advantage be cderived from them if, in-
stead of being divided into separate societies or
branches in different districts, their efforts were
combined, and one large and effective institute es-
tablished iv a central locality ? 7Ts it not too much
to expect in our presentcondition that any particu-
lar cougregation of themselves, conld sustain an in-
stitztion of this kind on alarge scale 2 By an uni-
ted cffort (and the paramounsimportance of uunity
in sceular affairs is at last beginning to he apprecia-
ted amongst vs) a Catholic méchanics’ ipstitute
mizht he successfully attempted ; one on a plan
wh'ch would provide day schools for the children
of the middle class of Catholics, shopkeepers, trades-
men, and the upper rank of artisans: eversing
s~hools for the children of working men and adults
whose education in carly life had been neglected ;
Jcatures on history, science, litérature, and other
matiers of a siill moere edifying and interesting na-
ture to Catholics ¢ 2 good library that shall number
its volumes by thousands instead of hundreds; and
areading rocta, supplicd espeejally  with Catholic
newspapers and periadicals, not only of Great Brit-
ain anit lreland, but from Australia aud Awerica.—
T carry ~at such a-plan, a considerable expense
wonld have to be incurred, in order to provide =
snflicient staf of qualified teachers, lecturers, and
other ofiicers, as weil ag in providing furniture for
1o class reoms, books, paper, &c., for the libgary
and readiug rcom, and other necessary requirements
But there is no doubt the thing could be accon®,
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thoped that they wouid be found as willing to assist

an institution framed upon Catholic principies, and
sanctioned by the Priesthood, as they now are to
promote thosc of a more questionable character.

If we might hope to obtain the approbation af
the distinguished prelate who now governs the Lon-
don district, hie all-powerful patronage would place
any doubt of the success of the project out of the
question. I trust this anticipation will not be con-
sidered presmunptious, when we behold in our noble
universities and the other innumerable educational
sjoundations of the middle ages, evidences of the
pastoral care and solicitude with which the saintly
prelates of ¢ld provided for the education of their
flocks ; and by whose bouunty a single universjty
numbercd its thousands of poor students receiving
a gratuitous ¢ducation.  The world-wide literary
reputation of Bishop Wiseman affords every ground
for a favonrable recognition of any well-digested
and practical scheme for promotiug sound know-
ledge amongst the Catholics in this country.  And
the example of the admirable and zealous Bishep
Gillis, who has already brought to a successful ma-
turity a similar undertaking in connection with the
Edinburgh Guild, and whase labours have met with
the warm encouragemeunt and marked approval of
our Holy Father, Pius 1X.—emphatically the bene-
factor of the human race and Father of the Faitbful
—will not be without its effect. o

Should you consider the foregoing crude re-
marks calculated to further the object ini view, or
likely to be useful By drawing increase@";}ét_gpt,igp
to the subject from those who are able to dojistice
to it, I beg you will find a place for them in your
invaluabla "paper, and oblige yours, with sincere

plished by a little cxestion, and wish thie approba-
Lan wd gacouragoment of those whqse counte-

| gratitude. A Wonxing Mw.



