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anapproximate ostimate by first ascertain-
Ing tho quantity positively known to be
uted in the Dorunion and then estimating
whother we use our proportion of that
amount, Be it romembered however that
the quantitics represented to the govern-
mont by no meaus includeall that is con-
sumed in tno country, novertheless the
{]ﬁurea which do exist tell their own sad
e,

Tho Dominion Government re-
coives into tho treasury as its tax on the
intoxicating liguors imported into the
country, or manufoctured init the im-
mense sum of $5,611,112,62. Yt would
be too long a story to enquire minutely
what amount of monoy all the liguor of
vzhich thege millions are the governmont
tax, cost the country. The duties receiv-
ed at the custom honse from liquors im-
ported into the country amounted to $1,-
661,200,52 and the excise tax imposed on
what was manufactured at home amount-
edto $3,049,212. This last enormous
amount wasall paid in by seven distil-
Jories gix of which are in the Province of
Ontario and one in Manitoba. There are
two distilleries in Charlottetown but in
consequence of the C. T. Act being de-
clared in Prince County they both had
to cloze up.

Let us panee for & momentto consider
the extent of the traffic which the figures
given represent. Just thiuk of it 85,-
661, 112 paid into the Dominion treasury
for the government tax! The duty or
excize on tho lower grades of liguor is
mers than the fiest cost apart from that
and less on the higher grades of liquor,
taking them of all kinds and grades to-
gether we are certainly within the mark
when we say that the first cost was as
much as the government tax, And that
if weadd the items of expense included

1 freight and insurance the liquors con-
semed in the Dominion must “have coat
the wholesale dealer at leaet $12,000,000,

There are large profils ia the ram busi-
ness and sappose he sells at an advance
of 25 per cent then He sells aunually to
the retail dealer for $15,000,000. The
retail dealer must have a large proiit on
his husiness for he has licences or finies to
%y und sundry other exge‘nces to meet.

eare safein saying that he has 100
per cent profit on his business, that is
that he always doublesit. Any onewho
will look into a newspaper and mote the
sdvertised price of liquor per hogsh-:d
and then enquire what the retail price per

in is will soon learn that our ‘estimato
15 within the mark. He therefore gells.
for §30,000,000, evenif he measures it

out just as ho gets i, this howover he
ravely does, A Halifux wholesale dealor
informed a customer that brandy (and I
supposo other kinds of liquor in _a some-
what similar proportion) needs to bo
diluted with one gallon o1 pure water to
four or five of brandy beforo it is fit to
uso. Increasing the quantity to this ex-
tent it requires but few figuresto prove
that the retail dealer must sell for $85,-

000,000. .

Theu it is well known that & vast amount
of adulteration is practised. Vast quan-
tities of Jamaica Rum, and Scotch and
Irish whitkey ond French and ltalian
wines that are quite innocent of foreign
travsl or of ever being inside the walls of
o distellery are retailed from many a
groggery. And then the enormous ex-
tens of boundary line that girdles our
widely oxtended dominion and the in-
numerable creeks and bays around our
coast afford every facility for smuggling,

Besides there were seven stills siezed
by the government, last year one of which
was in §Iova Scotia and no doubt there
were many that escaped the official eye
We are moderate in our estimate when
we say that the people of this dominion

y ££0,000,000 annually for intoxicasin,
quors. We are saying nothing now o
the time expended in the traffic by the
thousands who are engagediinthe sale and
manufacture of liquors, and the time lost
from labor by those who drink it, and of
the expense the country has when in sup-
porting those who are beggared or demor-
alized by it and of the crime and misery
that it everywhere brings with it.

Leaving all these items out of account
even the demoralizing effect of the traffic
on those who drink and the indellibls in-
famy it stamps upon those who sell,
think of the financial chain upon our
resources to which we are tamely sub-
mitting ! The people of this dominion

y $40,000,000 & year for intoxicating
E?;uors, 810,00 for every man, woman
and child. $50, for every family! This
is certainly a dark record and it is little
relief to know that others are as deeply
sunk in this vico as weare ourselves.
According to David A. Wells commis-
sioer of the United States treasuryin
the year 1870 the earnings aund income
of the nation amounted to on an average
o triffe over 81000 per family and the
liquor bill to $203,35 or rather more than
one fifth of the average earnings of 4ll
the families of the country. In Great
Britain matters are still worse. It is
said by those who have made the facts
and figures o study that one fourth of the



