The recoguized authority on all matters
pertalnlng to trade and progress lo West.
crn Canada, Including that part of Onta-
slo west of Lake Superior, the Provinces
of Manitoba -and British Columbia and
tue Territories.

Nineteenth ¥Year of Publication
ISSUED EVERY SATURDAY,

Subscriptions—Canada and the Ualted
States, $2.00 per abuym In advaoce, or

23 when not so pald: other countrles,
250 per annum Jp advance,

Changes for advertisements or stops
should be o not later than Thursday
morulng.

—

Advertisements purporting to be news
matter, or which ‘profess to express the
oplnlon of this journal, will not be Ia-
serted.

Oflice 210 MceDermott S§t. Felephone 224,

D. W, BUCHANAN,
Publisher.

The Commerclal certalnly enjoys a very
much larger clrculation among. the busi-
ness community of .the vast reglon Iying
between Lako Superior and the Paclfic
coast than an{ other pra)cr in Cannda,
dally .or weekly. The Commercial also
reaches the leading wholesule, comwmis-
slon, ‘manufacturing and financial houses
of Lastern Canada.

THE COMMERCIAL

people of Canada, and in its place is
o perfectly legitimate investment, but
there fa s0 much about it that can be
made tsc of by unscrupulous men to
trap the unwary that the only safe
policy for inexperfenced investors Is
to let it alone entirely unless under
exceptional  clrcumstances, Cases
have come to light recently where
widows and other dependent persons
have been stripped of thelr means
through failing to follow this sate
course,

THE DOMINION LABOR

GAZETTE

This new publication of the Domlin-
fon government, the first Issue of
which has been circulated this month,
has been the subject of considerable
criticlam, mostly of a favoradbld
character In the columns of Canae
dlan newspapers, and its pages have
been more widely read than any
others which have appeared durlng
the month. The Labor Gazette s
belng published under authorlity of
the conciliation act of 1900, and is to

WINNIPEG, OCTOBER 6.

THE IRON AND STEEL OUT-
LOOK,

Many of the closest students of come
merclal affa{rs hold the opinion that
the best indication of the true state
of trade at any time Is to be found
in the position of the iron and steel
mackets. They hold that the prices of
these commodities are the truest trade
barometer and that they can always
be relted upon as belng a correct in-
dex to the whole. If this be true there
is promige in the.present situation ot
gteadier times in the world of com-
merce than have been experienced
during the past-few months, and some
hope of a revival where there has
been weakness. Recently the bar mill
men resumed operations in the United
States with plenty of work ahead of
tliém and more recently milis in other
branches of the steel and iron trade
have resumed operations after an
idleness  extending  over  several
months In some cases. At the new
scale of prices which has been fixed
for steel ralls, namely, $206 per ton,
at Chicago, & decline of $9 per ton
from the high water mark of about a
year ago, there is decidedly active in-
quiry for these and rallroads are con-
tracting for next year. Consumption
in other lines is also slowly lncreas-
ing. So far this year there has been
no ‘heavy buying of iron or steel for
future delivery and it is generally be-
licved that stocks in buyers' hands
are low, which would favor a rush of
orders it the markets manifest the
slightest tendency to advance. It {u
reported that fn. finished lincs orders
are belng more freely booked this
month than for some time past which
is snother favorable fcature.

BAD MINING INVESTMENTS.
Recent experlences of Canadian {n-
vestors in mining stocks go to show
how risky a businecss thisis for thein-
experienced to engage in. Xosses bave
been made by persons who could not
afford the money and who have no
carning powers in themsclves with
which to repldce their fosses. De-
pendent persons have ne business
dealing fn this sort of investment un-
less they have ample reserves of cash
in other and safer sceur]-
tfes no matter how promlising. the
proposition may be or how big the
tate of interest. Trust funds should
also he kept out of this class of in-
vestment. The minlng Industry Is a
most fmportant ono and i8 playing a
.7ge part in ‘he earichment of the
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be | :d regularly hereafter by the
Dominfon department of labor. Its
object 13 to disseminate statistical in-
formation relating to labor conditions
and kindred subjects. It will be {ssu-
ed monthly and will not contain any
edltorfal utterances on any of the
subjects treated, The establishment
of such a publication as this under
government ownership and manage-
ment f8 certalnly a cuvmmendable
move and properly conducted the
Gazette should prove of immense
value to industria} Canada.

CURRENT COMMENT,

The action of the marine insurance
companles in putting up the rates of
insurance to the port of Montreal to
& point flve times greater than the
rate to New York {s by far the most
important event in connection with
the erport trade of Canada for some
time past. The 2alleged reason for
the advance s the greater risk to ves-
sels plying the St. Lawrence route,
but the ridiculously disproportionate
character of the rate makes it casy to
suspect that there is something more
than comparative risk influencing the
insurance people and the Inference is
that the -object of the advance {3 to
discriminate against the Canadian
route., The advance wassprungupon
thashipping <radeon Monday, the Lst
October, and created great conster-
natlon among ship-owners and ves-
selmen. To show hotv utterly absurd
the new rate is it may be noted that
the New York rate {s 3s 4d, while the
Afontreal rate is 17s. So strong Is
the feellng in Canada that the rate
has been fixed for the purpose of in-
Juring Canadian trade that there is
talk of forming & new insurance
company for the purpose of handling
this business on a basis ot actual
risk and mot as the Interests 9 pow-
erful citles and sharcholders may
seom to require.

Bituminous coal advanced 15 to 20
conts per ton dn the United States
last week 2s.a Tesult of the coal min-
ers strike in Penngylvania,

The assessors of the city of Hamil-
ton, Ontario, have comploted thelr re-
turns for this year and the results
of thelr work show that there has
been but Hitle variation from the dg-
ures of & year ago. Following are the
totals: Roal estate, $22,724,385, a de-
crease of $45,030 os onmpared  with
the flgures for 1000 income,$779,620,

deoerease, $6,360. Personal property,
$3,011,140, dncrease,  $4U7,440. Total
agsessment,  $26,515,145, increase,

$410,030. The exemptions amount to
132,610, tn increase of $94,340. The

population of the city has Increased

1.104, wuich is regarded as very satis-

farénsgy The total population gow is
)

2,665,

Harvesting and Threshing Notes

Neepawa, Oct, 1.—What the dam-
agoe done by the rain will amount to
1t 1s Impossible to say., In some cases
the grain appears to be totally ruin-
¢d, while in others the damage so far
amounts only to the loss of a grade
or posslbly two grades. However, the
grain is still mostly in the stook, as
there has been no weather for stack-
ing, and unless we get dry weather
soon the regult will be extremely ser-
{ous."

Headingly, Oct. 1.—~The uncommon
spectacle of hay-making in September
{8 to be secen In the murshes now-
adays. The frost has not injured the
hay as yet, and it i3 too wet to stack.

Swan. River—~The crops at Swan
Rlver nre turning out excellent. Wm.
Slifton, of Minltonas, threshed 3,0L4
bushels of oats apd 1,000 bushels of
wheat.~Dauphin Press.,

Nesbitt, Oct. 1.—Very Httle thresh-
ing has been done here. If the raln
does not soon stop, there will be very
1ittle wheat fit for market

Gladstone—Some of our farmers
have threshed, with guod returns; one
got over 40 bushels to the acre from
33 acres of summer fallow. Owing
to the wet it only graded No, 2. There
1s sti)l a large amount of grain to be
stacked, some that has been stacked
would be better In the staok yet.

Lake of the Woods Co.’s Annual
Meeting,

Montreal, Oct. 3—To-day the atnual
mectlng of the sharchulders of the Lake
of the Woods Milling company was held
at the bLoard of -trade buitdiog, Montreal,
The statewents of the affalrs of the com-
pany for the twelve wmonths ending Aug.
81, 1900, were submitted, A dividend of
10 per cent. ou the pald-up capleal stock
of the company was declored und 3 sum
of $2,500 grapted to the \Winnlpeg general
hospital and $300 to St. Bonifuce hospl-

to’.

The followlng_ dircctors  were clecteds
Alessrs. Robert Melghen, W, A, Hastings,
R. B. Apgus, R. G. Reld, Jobn Turnbull,
Montreal; John Mather, Ottawa; G. V.
lastings, Winnlpeg, At a2  subsequent
wmeeting of the directors the followlog ot-
ticers were clected: Mr, Robert Acighen,
president, and inanagling director, W. A.
Hastings, vice president and gencral man-
ager; ~G. V. Hastings, manager, Win-
nipes, and general superinteadent; F. k.
Bray, scceretery; . S. Melghen, treasurer,
V. W. Xutchison, asslstant secrctary.

Lake of the Woods Mineral
Wealth,

Afr. George Drewery, of Rat Por-
tage, who has been visiting his broth-
er, Mr. E. L. Drewry, for the past
fow days, was interviewed by @ Free
Press reporter upon the progress be-
Ing made at the mines of the
Lake of the Woods. Mr Drewry sald-
1t 18 certainly the banner year in the
gold mining interests of our dis-
trict, and I belleve we are upon the
verge of getting what we have looked
and waited for for s0 many years—
o proper appreciation from dhe out-
side world of the value of the gold
mining indusiry of Central Canada.
¥or a number of years a few people
who have never lost thelr faith have
pone along In a quiet way developing
certaln propertics. Their success has
attracted others, until now we have
fully o dozen active mines In opera-
tion fully equipped with machineryon
the Lake of the Woods. Some of
these have reached such 2 depth as
four hundred feet and find thelir velns
Jarger and with a greater prospect of
permanency than when commenced,
thus fully proving that our gold is
not all on the surface. It has been a
great struggle for many, but they
will now reap thelr reward; {n fact
several have already done 80

*This summer a much larger num-
ber of properties have been opened
up than over before and reports
from ncarly all are very satisfactory.
A great proportion of the new com-
panies operating are American, and I
belleve it is to the United States-that
we will Jook for our cap‘tal for the
next year or two least. With
this {n view we propose attempting
to have ot the Pan American cxposl-
tion to be keld at Buffalo next year
the most magnificent display of min-
eral products ever brought together.
As Winnipeg should be our wholesale
centre and should profit move largely
than any other com:mercial point by
o large increase In the minlag popu-
latlon we will look for very substant-
{al assistance from them In this en-
torprise. Miners are purely consume-
ers of the product of such & province
as Manitoba gand produce Ddothing in
compeUtion: Ve belleve 4L the samo
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ratlo of Increaso continues as has-for
the past two years we should have
at least one hundred thousand peo-
ple In the Lake of the Wopds district
within a very short time. Particu-
larly good reports are coming from
the Manitoba boundary district. There
are several camps at work, and it is
expected the eastern part of the prov-
fnce of Manitoba will be s successtul
gold fleld. We have had visits this
year from a number of eminent en-
gineers and financial men and. all
appear to have gone away well pleas-
ed. Our district has reached the
stnge when we belleve we have only
to court Investigation and the re-
quired capital will follow, and the
exposition at Buffalo which will be
the largest ever held in Amerlea next
to the World’s Falr in Chicago, ve
think will be means of attracung the
attention of the investing publle,

Irrigation in Alberta,

Calgary, Oct. 3.—M. George G. An-
derson, of Denver, Colorado, cne of
the leading frrigation engincers In
the United States, who located and
had charge of the constr.ction of the
Conadian Northwest Trrigaton com-
pany’s ninety mile Irrigation Canal In
Southern Alberta, has been engaged
by the C. P. R. to go over the ground
for a still more extensive Iirrigation
enterorise which that company has
in contemplation for the Imnroving of
its lands in the light rainfail gection
of the west. The water will be drawn
from the Bow river, and it {3 =ald that
the construction ot the intended frele
gation canal will not present nearly
as many encineering problems as were
encountered In Soutliern Alberta. The
C. P. R., It {s understond. has been
very anxious to have Mr. Anderson
and hig frree of surveyJors o over the
ground this fall, but other business
enzagements have delayed AMr. Ander-
son. thauch it {8 not unlikely that the
preliminary surveys will he made in
time to allow of the wark of construc-
tion bheing berun early next season.
Hundreds of thousands of acres will
thus be made avallable for settiement,
the settiers being assurce. bv irrica-
tion. of both certain and abundant
crons in syite of the llght rainfall
which has heretofore been the one
great drawback of  the gdistrict In
question.

Comparative Prices of Staples.
Sept. 28, 1000. Sept.29, 1899,

Plour .. ... ..£3.60083.90  §£3.25R83.:t%
Wheat a0y, T
Corn .. .. ... 49 0
Onts v .0 el b 5%
REC +o e eens 6 (B4
Catton 10 0%
Printcloths .. . Y, oy
Wanl  Optn oA, TR0
Waol, embg .. 204730 T34
Tork. mesr, new 125931270 DIVAN 0
Lard. prime THA 5.850@5 85
Rutter, ex-cr . o2 =
Cheecse .. ... 11% 114
Suzar, cen. 96* 1] 4 5-16
Sugar, gran. ., 615 476
Coftee. No. 7., 8%
'ctroleum 8.03 50
*Iron. Reeg pig 13.50 R
*Steel bl ton 16.50 50
Kteel ralls . 20.00 R.00
Copner . ... 1675 phig
Tead, ™ ... ., 4.7 4.0
Tin. se aa e 32.85
*Pittadburzh. ~Bradstreet’s.

Thd San Jese Seale.

The Dominlon minister of agricul-
ture has completed arrangements for
the fumigation of rutt trees at the
vorts of entry where under the San
Jose Scale Amendment Act nursery
stock may now be imported into Can-
nda. These points cover all the im-
portant places 4n Canada where frult
trees are brought In from the United
States and other countries. from
which such Importations were form-
erly prohibited,- Superintendents have
been annointed and tumigatine cham-
bers built at St, John, N. B, St. Tohns,
Que., Niagara Falls, and Windsor
Ont.. Winniveg, sfan., and one volnt
in Brillsh Columbla, The duration of
the smson this autumn. dusing avhich
the imnortation of trees will de pere
misgablae i3 from the 1Gth Octodber to
the 15th of December. It I8 not
counted mife to Imoort bhefore the 15th
Ootober. and by the midile of Dacem-
ber all ghioments can be comnleted.
The treniment of trees Is ontirely at
the fovernment's exnense. and  al-
though the hydrocvanic acld.gas uved
is Intencaly Daloonaug it eam he sn-
tHewl b agnorta with noerfact aafore
but to the-total destrucuon of el n-
8act post. . <
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