
'WinnipeR's Steady GIrowtli.
J. W. Harris, assespin-ut commissioner for

WVinnipeg, reports the total aqossrnt for this
year as axneuntlng to 8-22,061,340, being au
Increaser ut over one third of a million dollard
upon the accoesment of last ycar, due prin
cipally te the naturel growtli et the city by
the eroction of buildings and other Impreve
monots. Lande ta the value of $100.000 have
been withdrawn frein taxation for parka and
other public purposes. Thora hau aise beau a
reducti on in vAluation of lande lylng in the
outer anunocoupied poitionoethsecity. These
decreases have. with the e Kception of a alight,
increaso aliown frein business tzsx, bae met
and exoeed by the value ot new buildings
irecteti, hy the amount cf the inorase already
re!erred te. Thse anseas ment by way ef busi-

nesns ta% amounts ta $3,237,M4. Exemptionsrmeunt te $4,372,080. Tho population cf the
clty now numbers .14,994, being an increase

over that of imst years cf nomrly three thoueand

tory gives the follewing estimate cf the popu-
lation of the city cf Wilnnipeg fer thse past
oint teen years:

1876 ......................... 3,240
1877 ............... s.........3, 250
1878 .............. .......... 3273
1879 ......................... 4,600
1880......... ................ 6.468
1882 ........................ 179

.......... ....... ............. 211593

188... ...... ................... 2,237
1887 ........................ 24,7M
1888 ...................... 23159
1889 ........................ 2,2S4
1887.0................... ...2.21,6
1891 .......... .... .........2,496

18912........................ .5mO

1893 ............ ............. 3,000i18914........................35,500
The Sift Coal Strike.

The jourual, Black Diamaud, has the foll iw.
ing ta say et thse ceai minor'seatrike lu the
Unitedi States:

Il wve weeks cf the cuspension lu tho soft
ceaI districts have passed wi thout auy mat5erial
change le the condition cf affaira. Iu manyi respects this shutting down, or strike, if se it
viay ho called, ls a surprise, oct ouly io the
operators, but praoticaliy ta the minera and
tlieir execotive officerd. Nathing of the kind
m'as evor anticipated. Fields that on former
occasions have remalned at work notwlthstaud
iog the influeno s brought ta bear upen the
employees by outaide forces, are out. Offera
ot an increase ef pay are rejecred. IL in prao-
ticaliy, ta say, a prima feclo sigrai tram the
combined soit ceai minets that the price of
ceai, the wages paid fer mining it, have beau
driven dawn by unreasonable cempetion, in-
ter-state, et course, to a point when wages and
luvosteti capital bre lest sight et.

k Preaumabiy the strike wili test another week,
yet aveu thon if an adjustment Ia arrived at,
it will taire smo turne thrýafter through con.
ferencea ta fix up a basin satin! actory te ail, and
aveu when that is doue iL wiil be sorne tîmeo be.
fore the aven fiew of work la reaumed. Thse
matter cifeets railroade ns well es mines, and
it would net bo surprising if haloe thse end of
uext week saime et the rsilroads, et teast their
f reight tiaffic, would be praotically tied up.
Tlhe trouble is vcry paradexicall lu its nature.

With the exception cf the Ohio aud Peonsyl-
vania rosiens who are uodoubtediy striking
for the citi scalo ratas, and who, it appere,
ivili wln that flgbt, the reet art out freinabhler

ym2pathy, yea, it b haveu been reported, aud
upon excellent authorlty, that advances that

have beeu offered upon the oxistlng scalo bave
beau refused by the mon. Thiis shows a plrt
of determluation hithorto nover exhibited, and,
alter ail, it commande respect.

Soft coal hais beeu selllog at tee low a figure;
it bas beau conatantly breugbt down ln }irica.
The tfine ln that is vaiue sa au artiole of ue-
essity ahouli1 bo recoguized. It stands te rea-
on, of course, that uoder circunsattunces of this
kind, and wlth the rupplies extremely scorces,
prices soir prartioally beyond what one cauld

pc trace of. Goal that %old tbree wes-ka àg
at e2 f.o.b. sells now at $4, and la eagerly
bought eveu ut snob a figure. To what pot
these prices will rise if the strike continues la
lu a measure gauged by the price of AutbsaÛlte
ceai, because it stands to reason that owners
of buildings who bave hithlirto beuglât coft ceai
oelusively for the runnicg of cevators and
other purposea will as thd esaleai increa-tes re.
sort to the use of egg or grae anthracite
ceai.

Many ahippers and dealers find tbsmieives
In tho most upleasant position tisat atter hav.
lng bound sources whence te get coil aveu at a
very blgh figure, and placing thuir ordera, that
tbe produot lu transit la confiscated by the
railroads-.% mont perplexing ditfzî-u!ty, yet
whlcb, after aIl, coulda t bcobylated, although
it occasions sometimes a good deal of profanity.
It ia indeed te be hoped that the conference
that la caltie in Columbus on the 15tu cf this
month may resuit iu au equitable sett-iment of
ail the difficuities that exiat.

DÎeBolving the ilombines.
The Ontario lioseed oit and turpentine asso.

ciations, whlch are praoticaliy oue organi7atien,
thb saine 6irmri making np the membership in
caeh, were started saine two years ago. Their
*prlmary abject was te regulate prices. The
margin ot profit whiehi It waa aimed to seurs
was tram 10 to 12 p3r cent., wbich, it ie cliu
ed by the members was net exceeded except
where a enember hie and there had doue a
littie apecnlating. Mont members looked upon
the associations as having beau beneficial bo-.h
to themselves and ta their cuatomnera, on au.
ceont of the steadinesa which they imparted te
tr(le.

The deciaiou ta dissolve the ljnseed oil and
turpentine associations vrac arrived et on Fri-
day latt. Tue cause% which lead te the disso.
lution are manifold. The celiapse of the
eastern association undoubtediy had its inflti-
ence; but the chi4f romsan may be ascribed to
focs without aud discerd within the associa.
Vous. As a resuit of the dissolution, turpen.
tine in dowu about 5ic per galion lu price, and
Iinseed ail le per gallon. 'Die niembers of the
late organizitionis are trylng te maintain, the
aid tcrmns cf 30 days net, but the fact that
saieet touat ef the Mantrent bouse, are send
ing ont .-irculars quotlog linseed ail and tur.
pentine on 4 menthe' hasis doe not assiat them
lu tbe premises.

The paint and oil trade fa ow practically
ivithout an association. Truc thord in atili
lu existence the white lead association of
Canada, the Ontario lead and barb wire
Ce., the Toronto Iead and caler cempany,
Saudersen Pearcy & Company, composing
ita western section; and the Mentreal rollin*g
mille oompany. McArthur, Corneille &
company and Canada paint cempany, A.
Ramnay & S3n, Baylia Manufacturing cern-
piuy composiog Ite eastern section. But
this association merely exista for the purpese cf
ensuring the quality ot white lead, it haviug
cento years mgo ollminated the clause ini regard
ta thic regulation of pricea, which was subs
qoently talien up by the n2ow defrinot White
Lead Association. As far at tout as prices are
cencerned, the wholosale paint ana oil men ara,,
now withoot any orgaeiatiou regi iati

1 thein.
The Mirror Plate Association. the thid r

Ig4nizatlon. to dissolve, lias only been lu exilit-
coins about fiva meonthe, and was composed cf

these three firme: The Hobbs Il rdware Co.,
the Coboan laufaosurlng Ci., an 1 Toronto
Piate G lace Imperting Ce.

Shor.ly before the association va% torrned
one of the parties ta ht trade contracta through-
out the country at prions about 23 per cent.
below thes aubnequeotly Anxd by the associa-
tion. Thone contraut, tee, seemed ta have no
tires tirait set upan tliom. This accordtu$ly
%but out the other memrbers tram cempetieg
for the custoni of thos dealers wlts wbom con-
tracta oa been made. Witi thia discovery
eue ot thse firnia iutereattd asked te ha vtt>wajd
LW quota those dealers wlitb whom contracta hati
beeu madie thse saine prlne et which thiiee con.
tracts had beau miade. This request belng ro-
f used, thse firra lu question rtiiignei Itî memnber-
ship; and et a meeting hala tant week the as-
sociation was dlssolvd -Toronto Hardware.

A Orop Ontlook.
The nseao havlng opened sa eiriy lu Eautera

Assinibola this year the fariners have takeai ad.
vantage of the cpportunity nat oniy te now la-
creased acreages but ta wcrk thse land thorouczh.
ly. Up te yesterday the tise season bas beau
about as favorable as the mont oxaeting tetmer
oould wlsb-muld and rainy and the gratind la
"as excellent condition. R.p)rts tramn &Il parts
cf Estern Assinibala ahaw that wheat ta ai-
ready peejsiog theougli the soit, ansi où siany
tarins IL ta as munis as an Ic higli. As one
old fermer remarked to the Spactator, IlThere
noever was a better shiow for a go id orop aince 1
came West."' Tue genoral rots lu thi dibtrict
ia that the area sowu la considerably lu excelle
of province yeara.-Moosorniu Spctator.

IRIr-igatioln.
Irrigation ln as aId as tise his. Par liait lu

those dayn wheu dynasties cf kinga ruina luth.i
vaîîey of1 the Nile, and left; to posceorisy the lu.
heritance of the pyramide, fgypt was made te
blessen litre a garden ou account et the natural
irrigation of the Nile. ludeeti, several1 et thie
"lTen Canmmondmentu," or riéther forty.nlne,
that the worchlppers of Oirla bati ueed te foi-
low ln order te obtain reward at ter deats re-
lated te tise use et tise Nite overflow; se, im
postant a part dîd those waters play lu the piro.
ductive ecoomy et the race of Rimesea and
Pharaoh. Egypt ta day would ho a d6,ocrt liko
the Saharan alda ou tise west, or the Arabian
wastes on the esat, iverr it net for the preserva-
Lion in ditehen et the waters of thé) huile.
Whou America was a oew country, and rich
prairie fanas couid ho had for tise aslclng, irri-
gition was nat a question cf mucis importance.
£o.day, hewever, IL is a ment tranohant one.
When tise waters cf the litile ereek flowing
piant Sutter'a reitin l California were tound ta
be ricis in g<ald, peoplei flocked to that state.
S tu Freianc sprang up as if hy magie, and lu
a few years a cisriving commonwealth waa in
existence on aur Pacifie coast. Bu~t as tise
eaaily worked deposits of gala gave eut the
people aiready there found the agricultorai
poasibiliticis of aur Pacifie commonwealth eveu
grander than bier mineraI production. Salait
orchards of prunes, oranges or poire, and littie
vineyards wera found La be very ramnunarativIi.
ýaud lu aoutiseru Califernia beca.mo very ratu-

able, aIl thse more s0 as the ares, capable et
raising fruit as more or icess circumscribed.
But it was faund that by tihe use ot irrigation
1 trge noighboring tracts et 'vatte land coula ho
rcclaimed, ant in uundroda of instances irriga-
tion bas becu founti to produce 'vonderful re-
suite. The supporters of tho irrigation idea,
have a great nationa. society, and support an
able ropreaeutative lu the ehape et tise Irriga-
tion Ago. Irrigation opons up vistas cf wealth
forourwestern states. le Nevada, California,
Arizona and New Mexico thousauds et acres in
sage bruns ca bo madie ino thse worId'a vine-
yard by thse introduction cf irrigating machin-
ery. Our soutiswestern empire may becomo et
time euent the nment imeriant sections of tht,
country.-Americau Artisau.


