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Winnipea's Steady Growth.

J. W. Harris, assessment commissionor for
Winnipeg, reports the total assossment for this
year as smounting to $22,001,340, being an
increaso of over one third of a million dollars
upon tho assessment of last year, due prin
cipslly to the natural growth of the ity by
tho ercotion of buildings and other improve
ments, Lands to the valae of $100,000 have
been withdrawa from taxation for parke and
other public purposes. There has also beon a
reduction in valuation of lands lying in the
outer and unocoupied portion of thecity. These
decreases have, with the ecception of a alight
increass shown from business tax, been met
and exceedod by the value of new buildin
areoted, by the amount of the increase already
referred to, Tks assessment by way of busi-
ness tax amounta to $3,237,240. Exemptions
amount to $4,372,080. The population of the
city now numbers 34,994, being an increase
over that of last years of noarly three thoueand
{2,825.)

The new edition for 1894 of the Manitoba
and Northwest Territories Gazeteor and Direc
torygives the following estimate of the popu-
lation of the city of Winnipeg for the past
ninttegn years :—

The ggft;gl}oal Striks,

The jouraal, Black Diamoud, has the follyw-
ing to say of the coal miner's strike in the
United States:—

* T'wo weeks of the suspension ia tho soft
coal districts have passed without any material
change in the condition of affairs. In many
respeots this shutting down, or strike, if so0 it
may be called, is asurprise, not ouly to tho
operators, but practically to the miners aud
their executive officers. Nothing of the kiad
waas over anticipated. Fielde that on former
occasions have remained at work notwithstand
ing the iofluenc 8 brought to bear upon the
employees by outaide forces, are out. Offers
of anincrease of pay are rejected. It is prac-
tically, to say, a prima facie sigral from the
combined eoft coal ininers that the price of
coal, the wages paid for mining it, have been
driven down by unreasonable competizion, in-
ter-state, of course, to a paint when wages and
invested capital are loat sight of,

Presumably tho strike will last another week,
yet even then if an adjustment is arrived at,
it will take some time thr.after through con-
forences to fix up a basis satisfactory toall, and
even whon that 18 done it will be some time be-
fore the even flow of work is resumed, Tko
matter effects railroads as well as mines, and
it would not be surprising if before the end of
vext week some of the railroads, at least their
froight traffic, would be practically tied up.
The troublo is very paradoxical in its nature.

With the excoption of the Ohio and Pennsyl-
vania regions who are undoubtedly striking
for the old scalo rates, and who, it appears,
will win that fight, the rest are out from sheer
sympathy, yoa, it has even been reparted, and
upon exoellent authority, thatadvances that

have been offered upon the oxisting scale have
beeu refused by the men. This shows a »pirit
of determination hitherto vover exhibited, and,
after all, it commands respeot.

Soft coal has beeu selling at too low a figure;
it has boon conatantly brougbt down in prics,
The time is that its valuo as an article of nee-
essity should be recogniz:d. It astands to reas.
oun, of course, that uoder circu-astunces of this
kind, and with the supplies extremely scarce,

rices soar practically beyond what one could

cep trace of. Coal that sold threo weaks ago
at $2 f.o.b. sells now at $4, and is eagerly
bought even ot such a figure. Lo what poiat
these prices will rise if the striko continues is
in » measure gauged by the price of anthrazite
coal, becauss it stands to reason that owners
of buildings who have hithpreo bought soft coal
oxclasively for tho runniog of elsvators and
other purposes will as the strain 1ncreases re-
aortl to the use of egg or grale anthracite
coal.

Mauny shippers and dealers find themselves
in tho most unpleasant position that after hav-
ing found sources wheance to get coal svenat a
very high figure, and placing their orders, that
the product in transit is confiscated by the
railroads—a most perplexing diffi:u'ty, yot
which, afterall, couls not be obriated, although
it occasions snmetimes a good deal of profanity.
It is indeed to be hoped that the conference
that is called in Columbus on the 15th of this
month may result in an equitable settlament of
all the difficulties that exist.
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Dissolving the Combines.

The Oatario linseed vil and turpentino asso-
ciations, which aro practically one organization,
the same firms making up the membership in
cach, were started some two years ago. Their
‘primary object was to regulate prices. The

margin of profit which it was aimed to secure
was from 10 to 12 par cent., which, it is claim

ed by the members was not exceeded except
where a member here aud there had done a
little speculating. Moat members looked upon
the associations as having been beneficiul bo:h
to themselves and to their customers, on ac-.
cou';n. of the steadiness which they imparted to
trade.

The decision to dissolve the lioseed oil and
turpentine associations was arrived at ou Fri-
day last, Tne causes which jead to the disso.
lation are manifold. The collapse of the
eastern association undoubtedly had its iofla-
ence; but the chi-f reason may be ascribed to
foes without and discord within the associa-
tons. As aresult of the dissolution, turpen.
tine it down about 5c per gallon in price, and
linseed oil 1o per gallon. The members of the
late organiritions are trying to maintain the
old terms of 30 days net, but the fact that
some at least of the Montreal houses are gsend
ing out circulars quotiog linseed o1l and tur-
pentine on 4 montha’ basia does not assist them
in the premises.

The paint and oil trade is now practically
without an association. Tcue thers is satill
in existence the white lead association of
Cangda, the Oontario lead and barb wire
Co., the Toronto lead and color company,
Saunderson Pearcy & Company, composing
its western section; and the Montreal rolling
mills company, McArthur, Corneille &
company and Canadas paint compsny, A,
Rameay & Son, Bayliss Manufacturing com-
pwny composing its eastern section. But
this association merely exists for the purpose of
onsuring the quality of white lead, it having
sonio years ago eliminated the clause #n regard
to the rogulation of prices, which was subze

uently taken up by the now defunct White
iead Association. As far at least as prices are
concerced, the wholesale paiat and oil men sro
now without any orgapization regulating
thom. -

The Mirror Plate Association, the third or.
gauization to dissolve, has only heen in oxiat.
cncs about five months, and was composed of

those three firms: The Hobbs Hardware Co.,
the Coboan Manufacturing Co., an1 Toronto
Piato Glass Importing Co.

Shortily before the assoolation was formoed
ono of the partios to it made contracta through-
out the country at prices about 25 per cent.
below those subsequontly fixed by the associa-
tion. Theseo contrauts, too, seemed to have no
time limit set upon them. This accordingly
shut out the other members from competiog
for the custom of those dealers with whom con-
tracts had been made. With this discovery
one of the firms intereatod asked to be allowed
to quote those dealers with whom contracts had
been made the same pricea at which these con.
tracts had been made, This request being re-
fused, the firm in question resigned its member-
ship; and at a meeting held last week the as-
sociation was dissolved. —Toronto Hardware.

A Urnﬂlm;louk.

The season having opened eo early in Eastora
Assiniboia this year tho farmers have taken ad-
vantage of the opportunity not only to sow in-
creased acreagos but to work the land thorough-
Iy. Up to yesterday the the season has been
about as favorable as the most exacting farmer
could wish—mild and rainy and the ground is
ia excollent condition. Repirts from all parts
of Esstern Assiniboia show that wheat is al-
ready peeping through the soil, and on many
farms it 18 as much as an inch high, Asone
old farmer remarked to the Spectator, * There
never was a better show for a god crop since I
came Weat.,” The general rule in this distriot
is that the arca sowa is considerably in excess
of provious years.—Moosomin Sp-ctator.
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Irrigation.

Irvigation is as old as the hills. Far back in
those days wheun dynasties of kings ruled in the
valley of the Nile, and left to posterity the in.
heritance of the pyramids, Fgypt was made to
bloszom like a garden on account of the nataral
irrigation of the Nile. Iudeed, several of the
¢ Ten Commandments,” or rather forty-nine,
that the worshippers of Osiris had need to fol-
low in order to obtain reward after death re.
lated to the use of the Nils overflow; 8o im-
soxt,ant a part did these waters play in the pro-

uctive economy of the race ot Rameses and
Pharaoh. Egypt to day would be a desert like
the Saharan wilds on the west, or the Arabian
wastes on theeast, were it not for the preserva-
tion in ditches of the waters of the Nile,
When America was a new couatry, and rich
prairie farms could be had for the asking, irri-
gaition was not a question of much importance.
fo-day, however, it is a most trenchant one.
When the waters of the little creek flowing
past Sutter’s mill in California were found to
be rich in gold, peopls flccked to that state.
San Fransisco aprang up as if by magic, and in
a few years a thriving commonwealth was in
existence on our Pacific coast. Buat as the
easily worked deposits of gold gave out the
people already there found the agricultural
possibilitics of our Pacific commonwealth even
grapder than her mineral production. Small
orchards of prunes, orauges or pears, aod little
vineyards wers found to be very remunerative.
Land in southern Califoraia became very vata.
able, all the more s0o as the area capable of
raising fruit was more or less circumscribed.
But it was found that by the use of irrigation
large neighboring tracts of waste land could be
reclaimed, and in hundreds of instances irriga-
tion has been found to produce wonderful re-
sults. The supportera of the irrigation idea
have s great nationa: society, and support an
ablo ropresentative in tho shape of the Irriga-
tion Age. Irrigation opens up vistas of wealth
for our westornstates, Ia Nevads, California,
Arizona and New Mexico thousands of acres in
sago brush can bo made isto tbo world's vine-
yard by the introduction of irrigating maochin-
ery. Qur southwestern empire may becomo of
time one of the moat imporiant sections of thy
country.—American Artisan, ’




