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AxoxnagsT the railway projects which arelikely
to be pushed forward this season is the \Wood
Mountain & Qu'Appelle road. The Qu'Appelle
Proyrexs learns with satisfaction that the Wood
Mountain and Qu'Appelle Railway Company
have completed such financial arrangements as
will enahle them to carry on the speedy con-
struction of the road. The land graut has
Deen sccured on condition that the company
complete that portion of the line between
Qu'Appelie station and Fort Qu'Appelle by the
31st of July next, and one hundred miles be-
fore the 3lst of Teccuber mext. A private
letter from Ottawa conveys the information
that construction will be proceeded with in
carnest as soon as the frost is out of the

. ground.

*»

It is not unlikely but that the liquor ques-
tion will form an important part in the next
Territorial elections. This nas long been a
burning question in the Territories. fn the
castern portion of Assiniboia and perhaps some
other sections, the present prohibitory regular
tions are well observed, and are popular with
the people. Over a large portion of the Terri-
tories, however, especislly in the west, the
prohibitory regulations are most unpopular,
and are set at open defiance by the people.
All those who have travelled to any extent in
the territories, are well aware that in many
sections, prohibition is simply a farce, Whis-
key smuggling and illicit selling are carried on
freely, whilst the authorities do not receive
that moral support from the people necessary
to enable’ them to successfully cope with the
offenders. The absurd system of making the
Governor, through the permit system, the
dictator as to who shull and who shall not
bring liquor into the country, is open to con-
demnation from both those in favor of prohibi-
tion and those who are opposed to the principle
of prohibition. This outrageous permit system,
together with the abuses which it has been
subjected to, has undoubtedly had a great deal
to do with the unpopularity of the liquor reg-
ulations in force in the Tersitories. This
permit system should be abolished without
delay, if prohibition is to be continued in the

T'erritories, On the other hand, there is evi-
dently a division of opinion as to the advisa-
bility of abolishing the prohibitory regulations
entirely. In portions of the Territo-ies there
is certainly a strong sentiment in favor of
strict prohibition ; but taking the Territories
as a whole, there would doubtless be a large
majority in favor of a license system instead
of the present regulations. Commissioner
Herchimer, of the Territorial police force, says,
in his annual report, recently published: The
enforcement of the prohibitory laws is more
difficnlt than ever, the sympathy of many of
the scttlors being generully against us in this
matter. Large quantities of liguor have been
svized and spilt, but a great deal more illicit
lignor has undoubtedly been used under the
cloak of the permit system. Liquor is run into
the country in every couceivable manner, in
barrels of sugar, salt, and as ginger ale, and
even in neatly constructed imitation eggs, and
respectable people, Wwho otherwise are honest,
will resort to every device to evade the liquor
laws, and when caught they have geaerally the
quantity covered by their permits, it is really
curious the extraordinary length of time some
holders of permiits can hold their Fanor. The
permit system should be done away with in the
first place if the law is to be enforced, and the
law itself should be cleared of the technicali.
ties that have euabled so many to escape pun.
ishment this last year. The importation and
manufacture of a good article of lager beer,
under stringent inJand revenue regulations,
would, in my opinion, greatly assist the satis-
factory scttlement of this vexed question.

The proposal to anuex Newfoundland to Can.
ada is creating a lively agitation in the Island
colony. Papers to hand are filled with dis-
cussions of the question pro and con. The
people, judging from the tone of the press, ap-
pear to be divided on the question, there being
at least a strong minority if not a majority, op-
posed to the proposed union. The local minis-
try appears to stand three to two in favor of at
least negotiating the question with tho Domin-
ion. Nincteen years ago Nowfoundlend cm-
phatically declined to unite with the Dominion.

JAMES PYE,

FLOURMILLBUILDER

CONSULTING ENCGINEER, &c.
218 Third Avenuc South,
MININBAPOLIS, - MIININ

A Manitoba Testinonlal,
PoxrA0R LA PRAIRLE, Dec. 8th, 1857
Jauxs Pyx, Esq., Minneapolis, 3inn, U.8.A.

DrAR 81R, ~ In handing youour cheek for $1,301 24, in
full for balance or. your contract for building and enlare-
fng ourwill. we withnut sollritation wish t- statc. that
van have dap  your work D o wanucs highiy satisfactory
to this com sy The capacity whu b you guaranteed at
7% hareels wo flnd - vnsiderably under the marh, as
we are at present making over 300 barrels, and tho qual-
fty of the flour 18 all that we could wish for. Some of
our largost purchasers frankly tell us, it is equal to any
flour mado Kn elther Minncsota or this provinece. The
vield also wefind very satistactory We must also bLear
testimony to your pleasing and gentldmauly mannér, and
your willingness at all tizies to meet onr wishes. This
has made our bueincss relations pl and wocan hon.
estlv kay, that we recommend you to any person, require
‘ng any tixing in the mil building or wil) furnishing tine
Wishiug jou the sucuess that stratghe deaing merits we
are Yours very truly,

THE PORTAGE MILLING CO.
Jas. MacLenaghan, Managing Director.

It will, therefore, be intoresting to noto with

what favor the Islanders will now receive the
proposals. ‘The Canada of to-duy is quite u
difforent country from the Canuda of that time,

and this fact nay somewhat alter the decision
which will shortly be arrived at. The strongest
opposition to union will come from the mer-
chants, whose system of doing business is dif-
ferent from that in voguo in Canada, and who
fear the influence of Canadian trade customs,

The effect upon trade arising frcm the proposed
union would be considerable. Customs duties
in Newfoundland are said to be fully as high as
in Canada, but a:number of conmodities now
imported from- Canada, upon which there are
duties, would come in fice under the union.
Upon flour Newfoundland receives a duty of
30 cents per barvel.  Should the proposed union
be carried out, Manitoba and Canadian flour
would have a monopoly of the markets, which
are now partly supplied from the Uzited States.
Canadian textile and other goods would also
take the place of many lines now imported
from Britain. As to the resources of New-
foundland, very little is known in Canada, The
soil is gonerally considered to be unsuited to
agriculture, but it is claimed that fertile dis-
tricts exist in the interior. The population is
small and cxists in scattered settlements along
the const. The people have followed the sea
aad coast fisheries for a livelihood, and given
little nttention to agriculture or other pursuits.
In scasons -when the fisheries turn out favorable,
the people are prosperous, but in unfavorable
geasons they are often reduced wo great poverty,
and taking one year with an other, the amount
spent for poor relief is very much greater than
in Canada. The people are mostly of Irish
descent, and they occasionally make it inter-
esting for cach other in Orange and Green
feuds. The imports to the Island amount to
about £6,000,000 annually, and the exports in
1887, which was a very favorable year,
amounted to §3,500,000, an increase over 1886,
of nearly $1,600,000. The revenue of the Colo

py amounts genorally to somecthing over
81,250,000 ‘The public debt is over §3,000,000,
It is said that tho average amount expended in
poor relicf is about $£200,000, a vory large sum



