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opposite system of cutting y vices ia de-
nioralizing and destruetivgi te, legitimate
tmrde, under whatPver cireunistances in,
duiged in.

THE BAIN BELT EXTENDING.
A Kanms correspondent of a New

York paper declares that the area of what
is popularly known as the Gro-at Anieri-
ceu Desort, is heconîing rapidly lessened.
The writer deciares that the. nain belt iü
stesdily nîoving westward au civilization
appriaclîes, ail along the lino from the
bail lands of Texas to the alkali district&
of Dakota. Over this vas,- region goner-
aIly known as arid lands 'it is said the
rmin fai) iii steaclily increasing, and that
during the lat three ycars. the produc-
tive boit lias been pushied niearly 300
miles westward. l1» titis wvay it is dlaiim.
Pd fuil 25,000,000 acres of !and have been
added te, tho grear central wheat tla of
North Ainerica. Titis land, wh1ic1î lias so
long resisted settieinent, is, accordling to
the correspondent, being rapidly settied
up. During the past year about~ 200,000
people settled iîx that portion of the arid
boit lying in the State of Kansas alonle.
For niauy years settiers have -one imite
this region with tho intention of carrying
on agricultural operations, but a! ter
breaking the prairie sod alla repeatedly
sowing the grain, they neyer had occasion
te use the reapers. But notwitlistandiug
the many faitures, others were f.,und ready
to take the place of thoEe vîmo liadt be.
coule discouraged and leoft. Scientilic
men declared thiat the lands could nuyer
beconie productive. The. physical, condi-
tions of the country lying west of tie arid
region could not l>e changea, and .as titis
western country controled the cliniate of
the dry zone, it was but a wa.ste of tinte
and capital te, attempt to brung the
parched and dusty soi1 under cultivation.
But it is now declared that te climatte
conditions o! the country are actually and
rapidly changing, and tlîat the discouraged
settiers are now 1eung rewarded for years
of unproductive tel. For the past, tlmree
years the rm fall has l.een suflicient te
produce good crops of wlîeat, %with a
fourth now itL biyIît. Orer the eastern
portion o! the arid boit the. vain fa]] bas
been so heaiy as to render the country
unbit for a winter rango for cattle, owing
te the Lect that the vains wash the nutri-
ment eut of thse grass.

Tihe great change in the climatie con-
ditions o! thse country lias beeu, the cause
of much speculation, and varfous theories

have leen advanced te, accounit for tlao
phenonionon. Tite wind biows front tho
sanie direction, naniely tho west, but in-
stouad of being dry, it now brings with it
cepious showcrs. Thoe theory nost gen-
eially boiieved is, tîmat the change is due
te, the extensive systcrn of irrigation now
carrieci on aiong tho easterti base o! tue
Rocky Mounitains. Tite great rivers of
that region, which, tako their risc iii the
perpetual hnows of the mountains, have
becîs drained of their waters, for thé pur-
poses of irrigating the plains. Tite wvrder
instead of rutnning wasstefulkv te, the Gulf
of Mexico lias lwen turncd intô thousands
of irrigating ditches, and is now soalked
Up by the thirsty soil and the arid atinos-
phere. So cxtensively la the systeni of
irrigation carried ou tisat e'%en the waters
of sorne of the larger rivers are entirciy
consuîned in this way on tIse plains oC
Eastern Colorado and Western KCansas.
lut a short time, wvith the extension o!
agricultural operations, zthere wili be very
littIe surplus water to escape front the
region. T ho spreading out of the wvater
in the shallow irrigating ditches, allosof
a great portion of its becomning absorbed
by the dry atrnosphiere, and is carricci
by the west winds and precipitated in the
thape of rain oi tise plains to time est.

The Kansas writerýconsiders that with
the extension of irrigation bodh emst and
west of tise inountains, in a short tinme the
Great American Desert wvill practically
d=per If this theo&y bo correct, it is
Inol te)y of vast importance to the
Cauadian Northwest. It is gtenerally
supposed that tho arid rogion-extends
sorno distance into Canadian territory,
along thse boundary of 'Montana, ad a
heavier and wore certain ramn fal over
that district would eof o! ceat value to
the country. In tirne no doubt irri'gation
will bo practiced to, soule extent in por-
tions o! the Canadian Nortîwosi, iii tise
plains regions to the east of the Rocky
Mouritains. If the waters of the niany
rivers flowing eastward front the nioun-
tains wero ubed te a considerable extent
in irrigating those great plains, the efet,
wouid undouhtedly soon ho feit in an in-
creased vmin fall over the contrai portion
of the Territories.

Arsother systeni e! irrigation which has
been proposed, and which would probishly
ho fournd proctical in senle portions of thse
Territeries, is Iby nîcans of welia and wind-
mulis. In portions of the country wliere
there are no available strearnt, apparently
inexhaustible relis niay be obtasined by
digging or boring. About R~egina, for
instancte, there la usually no di6icuity ini
olstaining an abundant supply of walter at
a depth of about eighty feet One of
these wells bas supplied that tewn for
four years, without any sigus of givingr
eut Every settler could have a well on
his own farm, and if irrigation were neces-

sary, it la argued that titis could be pro-
vided front tise welis by means of *dnd.-
niilis. A wind.mill is almost a noessity
on a farma wliere stock are kept, and tise
irrigating it le claitned coulci bo done
without extra expenise, hy sinply arrang.
ing the ]lanu plowing go as to leave tîmo
furrows through wlsich tIse water coulai
runi.

RAILWAY RUNBLIMGS.
Up to the tine of writing the provincial

railway situation had not niaterially
chssnged, and in the matter of disellowane
nothing more detinito was known than
lsad previously been roported. Tite runsor
that tho Grand Trunk Railway Co. was
negotiating for the purchase o! the Mani-
toba Northwestern, baj now become gen-
rerally dis'credited. lIn connection with
the Nortlswestern Railway, however, it is
understood that the latter road will be
extended frein Portage la Prairie to WVin-
nipeg during the coining summner, where
connection will be miade at, the latter
place with a proposed roa te, ho built to
the United States boundary. Attenticu
has beeni pritnvipally directed during the
wcek te what juiîghît lie termed the dis-
pute between rivai parties who %wish te
build froin Winnipeg te, the boundary.
Those intcrested lu tise conipany holding
thp charter granted under the Gene.ral
Railway Act, to build a road te thse boun-
dary, dechaso their ability te build the
road at once, but more than tlîîs they
have not mnade public. It is understood
tlîat thse prornoters of tise Manitoba Cen-
tra) Raiiway will appiy for a re-enactitient
of the charter granted at the hast session
of the Legislature, but witich was disai.
howed by the Dominion Governiment.
Thse pronsoters o! titis last-inentioned
raiiway declare tîmat they have nmade ar-
rangements with one of the principal
truk linos of the United States for a cou-
nection at the international boundarv,
xsroviding they eu obtaini a charter 'which
shial fot bo disaliowed. They consider
that a char ter grantod undor thse General
Act would be defective, and 'will ai, thn
Legisiature for a speciai charter. If this
ho granted, and ho not sdbeequently dis-
ailowed by tise Fedssral Goverument, the
road willi he bul Lroin 'Winnipeg to, the
United States boundary by thse fiiat o!
August next, by wlîich tinse the Anierican
madl with which a conuiections is, toi bt
Lorined, will also be compieted te the
boundary. Tise agreemient between the
two conipanie-s hinges upon the condition,
tmat the proînoters ef the 'Manitoba Cen-
tral can, by the lii-st o! Jume, show thse
Aniericain conspany that they hold a legal
charter to make cennection at thse inter-
national boundary. To comply, with
these türnis, a -charier will have te ho se-
cured fi-rn the Législature and receive
thse apprevai. o! tise Dominion Govern-
ment bofore thse first o! June next. The
acti,üa whith thse Gover-iment intends te
taise in regard fe disaliowance -wiil there-
fore very soon ho definitely known.


