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MINING NOTES. g

Amovement is on foot to vreat a coal miners’
unfon in the United States, Of workers in bi-
tuminous there are 170,000.

The anthracite production in tho United
States last yoar was 20,500,000 tons, tho largest
on record by 1,000,000 tons,

Annlagous to carrying coals to Newcastle
might be said to bo the carrying of nails to
Dudley. Yet tho United States, which only &
fow ycars ago imported all the nails used, last
year shipped them to England, Ircland and
Scotland, Tho British possessions in Africa
took 881,987 lbs.  Canadian axesand American
hammers now compete successfully in England,
simply owing to the fact that the native man-

ufacturers ave paying less and less attention to
quality,

M.L.B Dumas, member of the French Aca-
demy of Sciences, has discovered that water
saturated with alum, has superior value in ex-
tinguishing fires—a value supposed to be due to
the coating it gives to objects wet with it, which
prevents contact with the oxygen of the air,
and thus diminishes the rapidity of the com-
bustion. Experiments are to be made by sup-
plying the firemen of Paris with instruments to
throw it, and the Minister of the Interior has
recommended that the firemen of the French
commaunes or towns be supplied with facilities
_ to uso such solutions of alum.- Le Mondede la
Seienec,

Tho Keewatin company are working vigor-
ously on Hay Island. The walls are perfect,
and it will be possible to dispense with timber
ing the shaft. Thepay-streak is widening al-
most with mathematical regularity, and the su-
perintendent reports himself perfectly satisfied
with the progress made. The class of reck be
ing hard trap without fissures a dry shaft below
the lake level is assured. The Vice President
of this company is at Present in New York at-
tonding to its interests and those of the Lake
Winnipeg company. He expects before his re-
turn {0 make arrangements to bring in a mill in
the spring.

The Superintendent of the George Heenan
Company came into town last week for instruc-
tions before locating the shaft. It has been de-
cided to,dispense with the costly work of strip-
ping the lead, and to sink a shaft ten or twelve
feet back from the drift in which the original
owners had been quarryieg. The water being
very 10w in the Lake of the Woods a few shots
will be put in below where the quarrying took
place, 50 as to ascertain the patch of the vein,
and then the angle of the main shaft will be de-
termined upon, 20 that the veins may either be
intersected or reached by a short cross-cut helow
the lake level.

The American Mail says: “The finest gold
ever assayed at the United States Assay Office,
Now York, was recently received fron: the
mines of the Canada Consohdntcd Gold Mining
Comp&ny, of Ontano ‘Of two bars agregating
nearly 2,000, one was 992 fine, and the other of
about 81,200, was 998 fine. Onosmall bar even
ran 999. The gold was produced by chlorina-
tion from the gold-bearing arsenical sulphurets
treated by this company. The assays show

that from 90 to 97 per vent. of the gold is
obtained by this mothod.” This company work
the Gatling mino, which the lack of Canadian
ontorpriso threw into the hands of Americans,
in the same manner as the original ow ners lost
Silver Islet. . \

The Journal of Char(onl Ironicorkers givesin.
teresting ﬁgurc.s in regard to the by-products
obtdined in mnking charcoal from a cord of
wood.  From average wood weighing 3,600
pounds per cord, wood spirit will be obtained
to tho extent of 2.25 cwt. to 3.20 ewt. The
number of heat-units obtainable from the by-
products of a cord of wood aro in round num-
hors 2,764,000, or 1-10th of what is contained
in a ton of anthracite. Fuel in this form, it is
said, will do three tines the work of that in a
solid condition, and, in conclusion, it is stated
that if the by-products from a cord of wood
were consumed in o properly constructed furnace
tho useful effect would be equal to 3-10th of a
ton of anthracite.

Tke stringency of the money market during
the past week probably had something to do
with the absence of any demand for mining
shares, the quotations for which at the Bourse
remain: Keewatin 87.25; Winnipeg Consolidated
$25; Lake Winnipeg $4.50. The great anuety
of a fow invecstors to realize is causing more
annoyance than can well be imagined. If men
purchase mining shares at a heavy discount
they should be prepared to wait a few weeks or
months to obtain an advance on the prices paid.
At this stage of mining shares are sold at what
they are supposed to be worth, the basis of
caleulation being the amount of work done and
the amount of “pay” in sight, and picayunc
speculators as are hawking their few shares
round the city are a curse to mining, and the
companies might well consider the advisubility
of instructing their brokers to briug them all in,

Mr. D. K. Brown, of the Bourse, has received
assurances from prominent capitalists in the
United States that they will visit the mining
belt when the snow disappears, with a view to
lending a hand towards development. The aid
of English canitalists is also being invoked, and
there is reasonable hope of all the money neces-
sary being forth coming. Ovners of claims will,
however, have to be more modest in their de-
mands, or they will find that capitalists will
employ prospactars of their own, so as tosecure
locations at a reasonable price. Men, who last
June would have hailed the advent of a man
with a thousand dollars es a deliverer from the
bondage of poverty now unblushingly ask fifty
times the amount they then were wiiling to ac-
cept. Something much like a system of black-
mail is also being attempted when claims are
purchased. No sooner is a location purchased
from the person in whose name registration of
survey has been made at Ottawa and Toronto,
than some pliant lawyer is employed to issuc a
notice of trespass on behalf of some vne who has
at one time or another attempted to jump the
claim.  As there is no court in the disputed ter-
ritory competent to issue an injunction, a little
shot gun litigation may take place, if the would
be blackmailers attempt to take possession.
There is, besides, a criminal court, and the
t wou d be blackmailers may find themselves com-
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pelled to defend their ullegcd titles in a way
they do not expect. It is aswell to understand
and at the outsetof this business that purchasers
of claims will not be safe unless they deal di

rectly with the original locator, leaving him to
deal with grub-stakers and those who may have
acquired an interest in the location claim.

The severo weather of tho past three wecks
has to some extent interfored with work at the
mines in tho Kcewatin district. Work, inthe
shafts has, however, been vigorously prosceuted.,
In the Winnipeg Consolidated, location F 22,
tho shaft is now down sixty feet, and the pay
streak hins widened to fully two feet, the quartz
taken thercfrom being thoroughly decomposed
and showing free wiry gold of a very fine colox,
This ore will be very casily milled, and is of the
best class of free milling. The company has
about concluded the purchase of a pulverizer
mill, and should nothing interfere will pro-
duce the first brick in about a months® time,
when the charter will hate passed the Council,
which is at present busy over the approaching

* meeting of Parliament. Supt. Brown, during

his visit to the city last week, said that his most
sanguine expectations I 1 been more than ex

ceeded. The work of sinking on location F 22,
is also progressing favorable, and the quality of
the ore contipues to improve. Though F 22 is
now considerably below the level of the lake,
the shaft continues free from water. The com-

‘pany is now workiug three eight hour shifts,
and willincrease the force of men whep a hund-
red foot level is reached. (%.

Commercial Travelsrs. '

The Shipping List says:—*The system of
selliug merchandise by traveling salesinen in
this country is mainly the ont~gm\\th of the
last twenty-five years and very few wlio aro not
immediately concerned have any adequate idea
of the enormous proportions to which the busi-
ness has attained. According to statistics pre-
sented before the Wholesale Druggists® Con-
vention, lately held at Cleveland, the number
of salesmen who sell goods by sample through-
out the States and Territories is roundly stated
to be not less than 200,000, maintained at an
average cost to their employers, in the shape of
salary; traveling oxpenscs, hotel bills ete., of
$3,000 for each salesman, or an aggregate of
§600,000,000 per annum. The syste:n was un.
doubtedly modeled after the system of English
‘bagmen,’ who traveled throughout the United
Kingdom and sold goods for the merchants of
the chief commercial capitals long before travel-
ing salesmen in this country were thought of.
Though scarcely more than a quarter of a cen-
tury old, the commercial traveler system has
kept pace with the increasing facilities of trav-
el furnished Ly our great railroad system. As
the railvoads have brought a market to every
farmer's and producer’s door, so have they
brought to every coantry merchant’s door the
enterprising commercinl traveler with his did-
ferent wares. Commercial travelers have won-
derfully promoted trade betweon. remote sec-
tions, and in many ways havo been of great
benefit, both to their employers and to the mer-
chants who purchase theic wares. They have
been instrumental in gaming wider markets for




