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NEWSPAPERS AND PARTY POLITICS.
s>0NL11 I'oiTFI) iUEiAiKS lIV A NI-IIASKA lIroR

A~S TO MI.VI 111- WOLYI.)I> O.IN THREE provinces at leist-Ontario, Britislî Columbia
and MNanitoba-the eluctions are cither close at hand, or the

czimpaign is more or less warm. These rcmarks, therefore, by
J. B. 11aynes, in T~he Nebraska Editor, intended for Western
Suites application, have some interest for us in Canada. Mr.
Uiaynes sayS:

IIf I owned one of four newspapcrs in a town scarceiy big
enougli for two, I would do my best to bring about a consolida-
tion and reduce the nuraber by two. I would go to the
managers of ail political parties and say to thern that during
every canîpaign reasonabie space in the columns of the consoli-
dated palier would be placed at the disposai of the chairman of
the county and city central committees ; that they could insert
political announicements, statements of fact, or arguments within
the space ailotted, on condition that the author must in every
case sign bis full naine ta articles publishied. Thus I wouid
treat ail parties alike, confining each to a given amounit of space,
and resurving the right to, exclude any statemnent which under
the law might be construed as libellous.

My ccnsorship would bc liited to the question of libel,
and this question I would be willing to subnîit to the arbitra.
ment of attorneys selected by the chairman using my columns.
If the attorney for the committeemnan who bad handed in Copy
for t he space set apart for bis party, whicli I, as owner of the
paper, tiîought to be libellous, would cati in other attornecys
representing other parties wvhose chairmen were aiso using my
columois, and tbey, or a niajority of them, ivould give m-- a
written opinion that the article in question was flot libelous, I
%vould withdraw mny objections. In tbis way an open forum
couid be i,îstitutcd, affording a frec and fair field for the discus-
sion of ail local measures and candidates. After the argu-
ments and facts had ail been prescinted to the voters by the
severai committeemen, 1 wouid, a wveek or îtvo prior to the
election, sumn it ail up) and, in my editorial columns, pass judg-
mnft upon it, wvbich, by tie way, would bc non-partisan and
wouid bc in the nature of a judge's charge to a jury, and might
or miglit not have any influence upon the jury in returning a
popular verdict.

IlAfter this fa-shioni 1 would try to demonstrate the utter
usclessniess of a starving party organ iii every county seat, and
put business principles mbt practice in the conduct of my nicis-
paper. If the venture proved a success I wouid suon number
among my readers adlierents of ail parties, and an>' merchant
could advcrtisc in my columns without (car of giving offence.
I would treat candidates impartially.

"lA bric! biographical sketch of each wouid be printed at
regular advurtisiing rates-say, i oc. fier Une. This sketch would
state wlîo and what the candidante is, frec (rom eulogy or com-.
niendation. It would bc simply a matter of business. The
candidate might bc unknown to the conîmunity at large, and it
ouglît to bc worth money to, him in a campaign to be able,
througli riy medium, to tell the pecople who and what lie is.

IAS h is now, cvery nonîincc of a party convention féels at
liberty to ask of the editor of thc jarty organ a frec puff, and if
lic dor's not get it, is offended. There is no good reasoti under
Uic sun wlîy lic should be givenl any notice lie is îlot willing to

pày for. The days of a newspaper as a party liack are num-
bered. Thîis applies witib equal force to annouricements of
politicai meetings and to thic ante-conivention, announicements of
candidates. I like the customt wbicb bias long prevailed in
soutlîern newspapcr offices. Prior to a party convenîtion, John:
Snmithî enters the newspaper office and hands in an adveitise-
ment reading sometlîing like buis:

Il 1John Smithî begs to a,înounice lus candidicy for the office
of slieriff, subject to the action of the Deniocratic county con.
vClition.'

lTis notice is kept standing for weeks and is paid for at
regular advertising rates. Ib is bigbli tme the Nebraska press
adopt the practice.

'«Anotiier word about the n(e-.sp.iper as a party hack. At
the outset o! a local campaign the central comimittee cails a
meeting and the party organ is expected to publish ilie cal] frec.
Numerous public meetings follow, ail of w'liciî must be
arunounced free, and then cornes tue cati for tic party conven-
tion. The candidates are named and tue fig1,ý is on. Every
night meetings arc held. Candidates are assessed to the limit
to pay the expenses of tue caîiipaign. Any worthless leg putier
can touch the aspiring candidate. The owner of the liait
must bc paid, the speakers must be secured and paid,
the liveryman is worth lus iiire, the party hustier must
bce quieted, but the party organ is expected to contribute time
and space wvithout money and without, price. Every editor in
Nebraska knows tiîis to be truc, yet no man can give a sound
reason whly it siîould be so. Certainly it is flot due (ront a
seîîse o! duty to party."

This commercial view will startie some Canadians. The
dut>' o! a newspz-per compels it 10 devote a good deal of space
10 a polîtical campaign. It does this as a matter of news. In
supporting Uie principles of a party it does flot want to appear
sordid and disobiing in leaving out srnaii items, regarding
meetings, etc. In tîis way the politicians deadhcad a lot o!
stuIfthUat ouglit to go in at card rates. Wlîat is tic remedy ?
I bave no suggestion to make, for none occurs to me.

Perhaps, one methîod that may tend to let the politicians
realize that white a palier supports the saine politicai poiicy they
do and is anxious for the triumph of tiîat policy it is flot the
mere slave of tue part>', is to distinguislî news (romn poiitics.
This cani bce donc by reporting botiî sides fairiy. The Toronto
Globe is conspicuous for tiat course, and tiiere is no evidence
that it loses anytbing by it. After a timie tue press xviii begin
to take the politicians less seriously tiuaî thcy do thenuseives.
Then the advcrtising department wiii get a chance.

NE W COLORS IN BRISTOL BOA RD.

A iîew range o! colors is being siîown in the 'wcii-known
I3urnside Bristol board. Tue price of this board iii boti white
aîîd colors lias lîcen ruduccd, and the firni w-ho control it, Bun-
tin, Gilies & Co., Hamilton, expoct t0 increase tiîeir already
large trade in the fine.

ZNI<S.

\Vhion in îîccd o! inks, be sure and order the celcbrated
Ault & %Viborg inks. They are kept iii stock b>' ail thie branches
of tic Toronto Tyrpc lîoundry. The iîks arc ail fresiî, and the
prices arc low considering the quality.
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