8 THE

RITIC,

—

improvement at lenst bo mado, Let the asylum at Dartmouth be cnlarged,
or even let a now one be built in the weat of Nova Scotis, but hy all means
lot thoso horrible inmnity-nggmvating hulea—tho grols and lueal asylums—
Lo cleared of their insano inmatos, and tho cffiri~nt caro of our insno bo
oxtonded to all who need it. 1L EOX.

oo
FACTS ABUUT CAPE BRETON.

It is not truc, ns lately atated in a Yiclou paper, that work has been
cutiroly suspeuded at the Lingan Mine, C. B, Tho mino s still being
anccosafully worked, and will bo until exhaustod,

Tho railway connecting the old Victoria Mine ('* Rova’ seam”) low
Point, C. B, wilh Sydnoy Harbour, is vety ahortly to In axtonded back to
& now and promising seam which has nover beon workod.  Noxt year, Low
Point will provably be a lively place, ns the now colliery bils fair to
hecomo thio foretnost, i this Island of mines and minerals, If the now mine
were in any part of the provinco other than Capo Breton, the proposed
extonaien might Lo built at public expense.  But mark hew things, have
heen dono in Nova Scotia, Companios upen coal mines In U B &1l right ;
the coal sold hero pays a handsome royalty 1o thy provincial treasury ; ull
tight ;—the companics have to build milways or thwy cannot ship fiom
somo of tho beat scarus, and they do build thow hero at their own cxponsn ; all
right ;—if, howover, 2 coal mino is to e opened in somo other direction,
say in Cumberland (‘o., then public monies are grantod to * facilitato the
developmont of a homo industry”’—$125,000 in such an instanco not heing
considered anything moro than a trifling itera ; all right—yw-rhaps . —then
up comes Capo Dreton, saying : ** Wo have built railwavsandoponed ouriines
at our own expense ; wo have paid you royalliea from our profits ; with
thoso royaitios you have helpod to open up clsowhero mines that compelo
with ouss . now wo axk you to do eomething for certain mines in €. B. that
wao cannot woll develop without your axsistance— wo ask you to do something
to liglp us, but this, if done, will be of direct advautage to the whols
Provinco.” To this tho Locsl Guvernm-nt says it canpot scu how it can
do anytking—it has no precedent—nothing like it over befors in the coun-
try j—all ey, wioxy, WRONG,  Gontlomen of the laoeal Government,
do try for onco to look soborly at this stato of aflairs. If you do not, wo
tcill romember to do so,

A Care BreroN1aN,

- e

RANDOM ARROWS.

Your rospected contomporary has :hiewn great promplitude in appro-
iristing what was by no means intended to refor exclusively to itsolf,
owever 1 have no roason {o regrel my solemnity in saying “an undisputord
thing,” as it has produced & very sensiblo aud well written articlo, with far
the greater part of which I agreo abeolutoly.

Thavoe cortainly n higher opinion of Mr, Gladstone than of the por
sonality of tho 'L'ory loaders ; but the flerald caunot loplore, or indeed be
moro disgusted with, tho wretchedness of his foroign policy than I. But 1
am not greon enough to ascribe the coneilintory attitudo of tho new govern-
ment towards lroland to any scund principle inherent in Conservatives.
They have learned {rom Lord Beaconstield tho casy coupdvanain of tuking,
when in power, the wind of reform out of the suis of the Libemls.
Englsnd boasted at the time of the Phanix Park murders that she did not
Ioso her head.  In point of fact she did. IHad it not been for that
disastrous crime, Mr, Gladstone would have seen his way to a moro liberal
and lexiont trostmont of Ircland, for no one can doubt that he has that
courso more at heart than the Tories, whoso aympathies sre tho other way,
and who are only carrying out the bargain for Parnellite support, and acting
a part.  Yet I think tho result good, and tho defeat of the Gladstune
ministry a fortunate occurrenco, if the new government cau only rid iteelf
of Russo-phobia,

Tho word “sfuf” has Leop printed for “afuf,” in tho paragraph to
which the JZrralil rofers.

But why, dear friond, should a man tell a thing ** soberly” only if it is
“now3” May there not be truth in what may havo been said before 1

1did not charge the Press with * laboring under mistakes,” but with
an “affectation,” and I did not presume cven i bhint at ignorence of
English politics.

And, doar friond, (I like that term and am gratefel for its suggestion) I
know ¢ there should bo no horror of the wond l:beral tn this country,” snd
quite agreo that it bolongs as much to the Conscrvatives of Canada as to
any other party in tho State.

1 do not know the nature of the discussion to which Tng Critio rofers
as going on in England as to ¢ Square” and ¢ Linc.”  Without furthor
insight ono would bo apl to think the relative morits of thoso formations
scarcely a subjoct admitling of much discussion. Tho application of tactics
is cminently o mattor of the adaptation by common sense of formations to
circumstances, and tho quickest peresptions of tho neceasities of tho hour
win the gamo. Arws of precision have not altered tactics very much,
beyond forbidding masses, and lending encoursgement to locse and
extended formations. Siralegy they have not touched.

Wher armios aro equal or necarly cqual, cspocially whero thoir flanks
aro protocted, steady troops can fight with advantage in lime. Whore a
civilized force of small numbers (a» is almost alwuys the case) i opposed
L) savage tribes, rockless in courago, and of greatly proponderating num-
borg, o battle can only be fought in square,

The military aptitudo of savago leaders, or the traditional formations, of

power[ul tribos, ofton amount to instinctivo gonins for war, and lead them

t tho formidablo half-moon formation for atiack, This can vnly be resiated
in squaro, It would have Leen impossiblo for Loml Chelmsfont to havo
fought the hattle of Ulundi in any other way. t'ho samo conditions apply
to racont aclions in thoe Soudan, {\'ntnrloo. a typical hand-pounding tattle,
curiomly enougly, illustratos both formatione, and their neccesity nccor«lim}
to circumstancos. With flanks protectod, it was eesantially a * Liao’
battle, but vho powerful French cavalry nocessitated & frequaut resort o
Sinare,  Tho Fronch had tho samo oxperiunco agsiv-* tho Mamelukes at tho
Pyramids,

Iut wo yreal army could fight another groat army in ene ieat square,
it that idea enters into thoe discussion.  Army Nquares can only ba ofiiciont
ngainst an inferior onoiny.  And then probably tLe armay st bo minsll, as

oot Ulundi.  Moreovor, unloss & Square et 5o anrrean-t» ¢ throo sides of 4

Square would do as woll - better indeed, bocause tho Iourth side men
would Lo to aparo. The strongth of a groat army driven to squnares, is in
squares of its units (as Iattalion.d  Waterloo (is an illustration, as is alss -
Arbela.  Tho Macedonian Phalanx was a sbnllow square capable of sny
movement, ss aro onr madern battalion squarca, nn(] Alexander's lina at
Arbels was, in fact, a lino of regimontal squares, with the intorstices filled
by light anmed troops—skirmishers if necossary.  As regurds Line the
steadicst nationality hins tho mlvantage, Wo have niover scon our cquals at
that formation. ‘Uho Russians stand higlt for tho stolid” pluck which makos
it possiblo to fight eheerfully in lino. §’ro1u\b!y the Germnus of to-day aro
superiur to thom:. At Gravelotte, o regiment of Fronch Hussars stolo
rounnd a hill und attacked ths Gorman skinniah-ine faivly in its rear. The
French cavalry was splendidly handlod, but tho Germans turnod thoir roar-
rank about, nnd shattered the Hussars with a porfectly cool and doadly fico.
Tho gallaut Fronchmen lost a third of their numberin killed, many more
wero takont by tho advancing Gorman supports and resorves, and a very
smnll romnant valy succeoded in geiting back tho way thoy came. Nono
but perfectly trained and cvol infantry could havo potformed such a feat.

‘The furmations of Sijuare are now clear ctiough. Tho Fiold Exorcise of
1870 was a gmanud simplication. A numbar of the old showy but useloas
battalion formations were dismissed for ovor. Provivusly it was nocessary
to form Column from Lino before forming Square. Now Square can boe at
onco formed from Line. Proviously Square was formed on a front, on a
contral, or on tho roar, company of a column, and the details were abomi-
nably complicated. Now Square is formed ouly on the leading company.
I have nover actually timed tho movomont, but I should think two minutos
would sufico to throw a fairly-drilled battalion into square,

1 am avorso to an incroaso of Canadian Knighthoods, but it is impossible
not fo fool that, so long ns ruch honors ars current, Sir Adolphe Caron and
Sir Frederic Middleton have both earned them by perspicuous merit. Sir
Adolphe's management under so suddon and heavy a prossuve, and Gouertal
Middloton's solicitous caro for his mon’s lives, ns well as his gone«al conduct
of tho campaign, are doserving of every recognition—some graat military
critics ot; tho Pross notwithstanding,

A friond of mino who has beon denouuced in an unscrupulous maunor
for carruption end malfeasance in oftico and bas had an oxtensive vocabulary
of abuse Inunched at his dovoted hoad, meckly subwita that he differs from
tho ““ Unjust Steward " in ono respect—he oortainly has not mado frionds of
the mammon of unrizhteousness. Tho unjust Stowart k**dly says ho has,
but it is ovident that ho bas not.

According to the 1Wrek there appears to bo an intimale connection
hetweon tha Pall Mall's revelations and the Salvation Army—in fuct that
Mr. Stead has boen “ thoe tool of tho astute Mr. Booth. who isin rad waut
of monoy.”  An sppeal for funds appears in the Gazsetle, to bo entr asted to
ouc of the secret commission, to bo left * wnresorvodly to his solo dis-
crotion,” and no audit, accouats, or oxplanatiou are to ba vouchsafral.

Franc Uiz,
il ) L Ottt

COMMERCIAL.

Svcars,—Tho market koops «uite steady. Pricos aro the same as thoy
have been for the past two weoks, and thero has bLeen a steady demnnd,
oespecially for the lower grades. Both the Halifax and Nova Scotia
relineries appoar to be working full titae which shoull indicato a good trade.
Porto Rico is compamtively highor than the refiued, and the bost of the
}:x:or:lctving scason having passed, thore will not be 8o much demand for this

ind.

Morassrs.— The demand continues light, and stocks aro rathor heuvy,
but ns soon as tho cool woather comes—aund that won't be Jong—much larger
quantities will change hands, Tho favorite kinds ave the Demorara and
Trinidad, and the latter especially is turning out vory satisfactory.

Tes.—Although the markoet here is quict, thoro is quite a stir in the
more important contres-on account of the new crop. The finost cargo that
arrived in London wss immodiatoly sold off, and we understand that tho
supply thore, until lately, was hardly sufficient for the demand. Small lots
coniimlxo ]to areive by overy froight steamer, and stocks here are compara-
tively light.

Frour,—Tho market is vory quiet, and thero doos not appear to e any
oxcitomont whatover., Pricos appear to havo sottled at last, and we don't
aunticipato any change for somo timo,

Burren continues to como in tho market in emall lote, and as tho Cana-
dian ix siill vut of competition, good prices aro maintainad.

Currse is dull and bss doclined again lightly. Wo think this is 8
splendid timo to lay in a supply, &s prices sre lower now than thoy likoly
will be for somp time,



