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MAITLAND'S MYSTERY. c
(Contiicd.

It was fihteen minutes' more, bowever, before the evening d'îiais wvere
complete ; and wlien at iast the meii went siiîgiiig homcward in tlieir ga~
whiîte cauvas (rocks and Ferry cauid return ta bis quarters ta dress for hie tai
eagerly anticipatcd cali, the first tbirîg thai met lus cyes as lic cime in siglît cal
af officiers' rowv was a lituges buiky, covercd travelling carrnage iii fronît oi ta
Spr,.iuo's. Two or tbree ladies %vorc there -.it the gate. Mr. Ewen, the lia
Englîsb nianngcr, ivas just mounting bis horse; Dr. Quin, to, wie there sul
and alrendy in saddle ; and belore paoo Pcrry couid gel liaii.way across the lai
parade, and just as the ltîmpets ivere sounding mess-call foi supper, the re~
buIlky velîicle sîarted ; tlie ladies wavcd thpir liaidercliieis and kissed ilîcir lia
bands, and, escarted by Ewen and tic doctor, saluted by Coloiiei flraîisard pi
and tbe adjulan. witlî raised forage-caps, Giadys Maitland was driven slowly cv
away,-and Mirs. Beiknap stood there iii tue little group ai ladies sutiling be
swectiy upon him as lia hastencd toward tliem. Feor mnany a long day
aftcrwards niess-call alivays macle bum tlîink ai Mrs. Belknap'a erilol, and sa
Mrs. Belknap's smule afi mess.call. He sbuddered at sound ai aone er sighit wv
of the other. re

It was Mrs. Sprague wlîa stepped forward tai greet lîim, lier îvomanly T1
beart fifled wîtlî sympathy lfor the sentiment she suspected. She liai ta push ni
by MNrs. Belknap ta reacb him ; but, this tinie, no considerat.ian oficliquette af
stood in the mvay. di

IlIt couldn't be lielped," she 5aid, in lawv, hurried tane, bier kind -vcs ni
searcbing bis, so ciauded in the bîtterness afihis disapîîointinent. It cotldn't it
be hîelped. The new8 ai lier accident-ar somnething-braught on a seizure a1
ai some kind. Mir. Mailand was taken vcry iII, and tlîey sent for lier. The (l
manager came, andl witli bimi lier old nurse, Mis. Cowan, and Dr. Quiti said ti
she could be nîoved wvitbout trouble: so sue bad ta go. 1 hated tai have lii
ber, too, for I've lîardly bsd a word wiih lier -Mrs. lielknap bas been there a]
most oi ilue afternoon, even wlien sche bad a guest ai lier oîvn just arrived, hi
tao.' And Mrs. Sprague could nal but show ber vcuatian rit tîmis retro- tI
spect. wiPenny stood in silence, looking yearningly afier the retreating vclîicle. It a
%would take hlmn but a iew minutes ta basten ta stables and saddle Nolan ;
lie could easily catch iberri before tbey bad gone tira miles ; but tiere ivas di
parade, and hie cauld not ask ta be excused. Not until be suddenly looked r
around endl saw ibat 1Ir s. I3elknap's dark cyes ivere fixed in cluse scruliny h
upon lus face did lie realîze how be %vas betraying himseli. Thi lic rallied, 1
but witb evident effort. a

Tbe colonel ivas standing but a few paces away, clîatting witi Mrs. Law- t
rence and bis faithful adjutant. Mrs. Sprague stepped quîckly towards hlm
and spoke a (ev vords in a low tone, while Mrs. IBelknap remained InoKiîîg '

straight inta Perry's eyes. B.-fore the young fellow could gathier hîîniseli, t
Colonel Brainard, as tbougb in repiy ta a suggestion ai Mrs. Sprague's, sud-
deniy statteci, exclaimitag, IlWby, by aIl meni !" and tben called aloud,-

"lOh 1 Ferry, why ual gallop clown and overtake the Dunraven carnge
and say good-by ? Ilere's my horse ail saddled noir riglit in thc yard.
Take bum and go. L would."

There was somnething 8o bearty and geniai and sympalietic la the colon.
el's maniner that Perry's face fluslîed despite bis effort at nonchalance. The
thougbî ai seeing ber agaîn and hearing ber sweet voice iras a poîrerful
incentive. He longed La go. The colonels invitation was equiralent ta an
excuse frani parade. There was no teason w0,y hie shauid nom go. lie %vas
on the very point af thankfully nccepting th%: tempting offer, whien Mrs.
flelknap's wards arrested hlm. Clear and cutting, but still 8o low that none
but hie cauld bear, shespake :

"lTake my word for it, yau are not %wanîecl-nor any other man, wiren
Dr. Quin is with bier."

Perry's hesitation vanished IlTbank yau, colonel. 1 believe I don't
cane ta go," hie answ-ered, and, raising his cap ta the ladies, turneil an biis
beel and burrîed ta his a uarters. Mrs. l3elknap stood watching liim ane
moment, tlien calmly rejoined the part>' at the gale.

Il Weil," said she, îrith the languitl drawl that bier regimental associates
had learned t0 knair so well," Ib is bas been a day ai surprises, baï it flot ?
Only fancy our bavîng a beautiful Englisli lîeiress herse wiih'in reath and
neyer knowing il untîl ta. day 1"

"'But you liad a surprise ai yaur own, had you not ?" interposed INs.
Sprague, irbo iras still chîafing over the iact that bier lorely and dangerous
neighbour slîould have so monapolized the guest site considered biers by
pnior right, and wbo meani ta reîîîind her thus publicly af the ncglect af
which she bad been guiliy.

"'Mrs. Page, you mean ?" responded Mrs. J3elknap, witb the saine Ian.
guid, imperturbable nianner. Il Yes,-poor Jennie ! She is always uiterly
used up afier ane ai tbose long ambuiance-journeys, and can only take a
cup ai tea and go ta bcd in a darkcned naam AI l sise wants is ta be let ahane,
she say8, untîl she gels aver il. I suppose she iil sleep tihi tattoo and
then be up for bal the nigbt. You'll ail corne in and sec ber, wcon'i you 1l
Au revoir."

And so, caimiy andl graceiully and victoriously, the dark cyed dame
withdrew, Icaving ber bonest.hearted antagonist only the sense ai exaspera-
tian and defeat.

Itwas full quarter ai an baur ailler parade, and darkness iras settling
clown an the garrison, when Captain Lawvrence's orderly tapped ai tlie door
ai Mn. Penry's quarters, and, being bidden "lCame in," puslied an ta ihe
sitting rocm, wbere lie found thuat young officer plunged deep in an easy
chair in front af the fireplace, bis attitude one af prafound dûJection.

ile prolutnn" aid the man, "lbut bir. Lawrence and the

taiti's waitin' dinner for you."

XV.
Two daye passed withottt cvent af any kind, Socially spcaking, the

rrison %vas enlivned by the adeecnt of MIrs. Page, and cverybody flockil
the Belknap's quarters in order ta do lier proper hornage. When Pcrry
lied lie asked Parke to go wvith hism, and, wlicn the latter seemed ready
Icave, the former, disrcgarding a very palpable bint froin the lady af the
use, picked up hie forage.c.ip and went likewise. For two days the one
bject uinder constant discussion at the post ivas the event of Miss Mait.
id'8 sudden appearance, hier periltns run, and bier daring and skîifui
scuc. Everybady maintained that Perry ought ta be a very proud and
ppy Cellow ta have becn the bero of such an occasion ; but it was very
ain that Ferry was neithcr proud nor anything like happy. No one had
er icnown hini 8o silent and cast down. The talk with Lawvrence iad
.lped matters very uitile.

In brief, ihis ivas about ail the captain couid tell himn, and it was ail hear.
y evidence at best. The officers af the Eleventh and their ladies had,
ith a few exceptions, taken a dislikc to, Dr. Quin before Beiknap and Lawv.
nce with their campanies af iniantry had been ordered ta Fort Rossiter.
lie feeling wva8 in full blast whcn they arrived, and during the six or cight
onth8 they served there together, the infantry people lieard only ane side
thc storye-iliat of the E lcventh,-for the doctor neyer condescended ta
scusç the enatter.- Aiter hie wvas forbidden ta leave the prist by bis coni-
anding afficer, and after the annouincement of the lIblockade" of Dunraven,
;vas observe~d tat signais wvere sonietimes mnade from the ranch at night.
strong licbt tbrown (rani a reflector was flashcd three time8 and then witb.
rawn. Xext ih vas noted, by an entcrprising meniber af the gunrd, that
ieso signais wcre answered by a ligbt in the doctor's windows, then that
e mounted his horse and rode away doîvn tbe valley of the M one. He %vas
lîvays back ai sick-call ; and, if any one toid the commanding officer of
is disobedience af orders, t ivas not done until so near the departure of
le Eleventii that tho doctar ivas not actually caught in the act. Things
'ould idoubtcdly have been brougbt ta a crisis bad the Eleventh been
llowed ta remain.

Now as ta the stary about Mrs. Quin and ber going. It was observedl
uring the winter that sbo wvas looking very badly, and the story went tic
ounds ini the Eleventhi that site was stung and auffering b--cause af lier
usband's conduct. Unquestionably lterie ivas saine fair enchantress %tt
)unraven îvbo Iured him from bis own fireside. She had no intimates
mong the ladies. She ivas proud and sulent. It did not se'pm ta occur ta
hein that she was resentful af their dislike afiliar lhusband. They were
ure she %vas Ilpining" because afihis ne ô ect-or worse. WVhen, therefore,
vitbout word af warning, sho suddenly took bier departure ini the spring,
berce was a gasp af gossip-loving cronies in the garrison : ail doubLa were
~t an end:- she liad left hlmi and takien bier children îvitb bier.

"lThe more 1 think af it," said Lawrence, Ilthe more I believe the whole
hing capable ai explatiation. The anly tbing tbat puzzles me now is that
Quin bides anything from youir colonel, who is anc of the uxost courteous
and considerate nien 1 ever served with. Perbaps ho ktas tald hinm, by tlîis
tmie: we don't knaw. Perbaps be tbougbit lie might be af the same stamp
as is predecessor, and was wisitiîîg ta find out before lic made bis conti-
dences. As ta MNrs Quin's going away wben she did, it may have been
sinipIy tbat ber healîb, was suffering, site needed change, and wVent wî'.b lts
full advice and by bis wish, and lie simply feels toci much conternpt for gar-
rison go-sip to expiai n. Very probably he knaws notbingof the stories and
theortes in circulation: it sure I did not until a very few weeks ago.
You know, Pcrry, there are sanie men in garrison who hear and knowv
cverytbing, and otiierc wba neyer hear a word of scandai."

But Ferry was iow in bis mind. He couid not forget Quin's sudden
appearanc,-his calling lier Giadys ; and then bie hated the thougbt thatit
ivas Quin wvho saw hini having that confounded tender interview with Mrs.
Belknop. WVas tiere ever such a streait af iii luck as that ? No daubt the
fellow had told ber ail about it 1 Perry left Lawrence's tbat niglit very little
comiarted, and oniy anc gîcatn ai hope did he receive in the twa days that
foalied. Mrs. Spraguc joy(ully beckoned ta hlm ,ri Wednesday aiternoon
ta read hin a little note that hîad just coa (rani MWr, Maitland. Her father
bad been very ill, she wrote ; bis conditior. ias still critical ; but she seat
a world af tbanks ta her kind entertainers at Rassitt r, and these ivards : ci1
wvas sorry not, ta bû able ta sec Mr. Ferry. Do not let hlmt tbink 1 have
fargotten, or will bc likely ta forget, the service be-aiîd Nalan- did mc."

0f Dr. Quin he sawv very little With the full cotisent and knosvledge
af Colonel ]3rainard, the doctor %vas se.ending a good -deal af tinie at Dun-
raven now, attending ta INr. Maitland. Indeed, theiîe seemed La, be an
excellent understanding between the commandant and lus medical aflicer,
and it ias knoivn tlîat they had had a long talk together. Upper ciîcles Inthe garrison were still agitated with chat and coîijecture about Gladys
Maitlaîîd and bier straînge fatbcr; Perry was still tortured with questioni
about hie anc visit ta Dunraven wbenever be was sai incautious as ta appear
in public; but ail tbrough "lthe quartera," everywbere among the rank and
file, there ivas a subject that cngrassed ail thaughts and tangues, and that
was discussed ivïth feeling that senmed La deepen with ever@y day,-the
approaching court-martial of Sergoant Leary and Trooper Kelly.

As a resuit ai bis investigation, Captain Stryker hall preierred charges
against these two mnen,-îbe anc for lcadîng and the other for being acccs-
sory ta tlîe assault on bis stablc.scrgeant. Gvynne wvas stili at the liospitl,
though ralrdly rcavering from bis injuries. Nai a wvord liad he said tflat
wauld implicate or accuse any man; but Stryket'a knowicedge af his soldiers,
and bis clear iusight into huntan motive and character were such thât
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