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¢ Thoroe aro swells and swolls,” respondoed Mr. Fildow dryly.
was tho name of this particular one " -

“Tho Earl of Loughton. Pitched ofl his huntor and broke his neck.
Not quite one-and-iwonty.”

Mr. Fildow, who had been in tho act of lifiing his glass to his lins, put
it down untasted. My, Nippor turned and stared at him.

¢ Hullo! I say, what's the matter? Was the young lord a friend of yonr
graco 1" This was asked with somothing of a grin. By Jove! you are all
of a shako " .

“'The Tarl of Loughlon was no friend of mine. I never saw him in mv

lifo. Bl:f. I happen to be acyuainted vith the man who will succeed him in
tho title.
. % Bully for you, my boy," responded Mr. Nipper, who could not Toret
that he had once spont «ix mouths in tho States, Here's the acenunt.
Pethaps you would like to read it.¥  He pointed to a brief paragraply, whneh
Fildow, with the nowspaper hold up within an inch or two of hix hose, 1ead
carefully through more than once.

[ must writo to my friend to-night, aud congrdulate him,” he waid, in
lig usual quict, matter-of fact tone, as ho lii-l down the newspaper, < Iy
will bo a great surprice for him.”

“ Let us hopo that in the day of hix prosperity the friiends of his advor.
sity will not bo forgotten,” said Nipper, who was one of the orators of the
B.B.

t 1t i3 but a harren honor that ho will comoe inty,” answered Fildes.,
«The title will bo his, hut the estates go elsewhere  and nodding a cust
«govd-night * to tho auctioncor, ho emptied lus glass and lett the room.

“What

CHAPTER IlI.
NEGOTIATIONS,

Waeruer Mr. Fildew over wroto that particular letter respecting which
ho spoke to Mr. Nipper, is moro than doubtful. Liko many other mon, ho
hated lottor-writing, and it is possible that tho incident in connection with
Lord Loughton, to which ho had seemed to attach so much importance when
ho first heard of it, may havo assumed a differont aspect when reealled to
mind in the cool light of morning. In any case, there was no observablo
differenco in his appearance or mode of lifo. 1o came and went, and smo-
ked and drank, as heretofore; only it might bo that he wasa little more partic-
ular in scanning tho newspapers than ho had proviously been. At the ond
of a week his friend Nipper said to him, *1 sco that poor young follow was
buried yesterday.”

“You mean Lord Ioughton? Yas, I saw the account in this morning's
cr." .

“ Written to your friend yet?”

#No. On sccond thoughts it scomed 10 me that it would bo better to
wait a fow weeks beforo troubling him.  He'll have enough to do and plenty
to think of for a liltle while.”

“Woll, I wouldn't Joso sight of him if I were you. It must bo mather
-nico to Lo on nodding torms with an earl. Not that I should care about
that sort of thing, you know,” added Nipper, hastily. 1o had forzotten
forthe moment that ho was in tho habit of posing as a democmt. * And
then"—with a glanco at Fildow's thread baro coat and patchied boots— ho
night do something for you, you know ; some snug hittle government sine-
cure, or something of that kind  There’s lots of ‘em knocking about.”

Mr. Fildow laughed a little Litterly. * It may Lo all very woll for me
not to forget him, but he may not choose {o remember me.”

“Well, that's the way of the world and.uo mistaka,” said the auctioneer,
with a shrug, ¢ But, for all that, I shouldu't forget to jog his wmemory.
Whero's the uso of having swell friends if you can't make usn of ’em 1"

A fow ovenings later Mr. Iildew called for pen, ink, and paper, and,
seating himself at a littio table, apart from the rest of the company, he wrote
the following letter, which George, tho potman, afterward took for him to
the nearest post :

“ Tho Brown Bear Tavern, Chalcot Street, W. C.
: ¢ February 25th, 18 —.
¥ Messrs. Tlicker & Tapp, Dedford Row:

“ GENTLEMEN—In conmmon with & great number of other people, 1 havo
heard with oxtromo regret of the untimely demiso of the late Earl of Loughton.
That 2 1ife so abounding in prowmiso should bo thus suddenly nipped in the
bud must bo alinost enough to causo those near and dear to him to armign
the deerces of Providenco.,

“1 know not whother it ihay bo a matter of any moment cither to tho
Dowager Conntess of Loughton or to yoursclf, as business agents for the
family, to bo made ncquainted with tho whereabouts of tho present carl ;
bat should it be so, I think L may safely say that I am the ouly person
Faogland who can furnish you with his address. You may probably bo
aware that Mr. Lorrimore, as we still call him, has resided abroad for several
yoars; but as I happen to havo had a comm. nication from him only a fort-
vight ago, T am fully competent to supply you with the information stated
sbove.  Nhould you think it worth your while to take any notice of this
communication, T am to Lo found here any evening from 5.30 11 11.30 r. x.

“ I an, gentlemen, faithfully yours,
. «Jons Fiorw”

_ Two evenings passed away without any response, but on the thind even.

iog a dapper littlo man, with a very shiny hat and a pair of whiskers soveral

sizes 100 largoe for him, walkod into the bar of the Brown Dear, and asked for

Mr. Fildew. Our fricnd, being called, camo lounging out of the coffeo-voum,

bis glass in his oyo and a thumb in each waistcont pocket. .
(Tols continued.)
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