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knows vsstly more about it than can pos-
Iibly be said lere. It s. roughiy, as fol-

Pour direct linos cf railivay le-id te Paris
4l'r the castema froafier. 1. By Mulhouse.
8eifcort, Chaumont, and'rroyes;-, ?.By Stries
tUr N ancy, and Toul ; 3. By Metz and

bis fir8t cf these Tinu i omaded Z the
fort rosé of Belfort, and cannot therefore le

* IOwed by an invading armny; the second
le covered by fhe guns cf 'Toul; the Metz
Vetdun lino passes beneatl flic fire cf Ver-
dtIi; wîiîe the fourth line ls guarded by
thse cannon of Montmédy and Mézières, So
long, therefore, as theso vnrious fortresses

"Tiinii the banda cf tIe French. no lios-
tile force ean use the railwaiys which pass
*tin their range. This being sa, It was
natural that the first nacasure adepted
'hoGuid have been te largely strengthen Bel
Iýort, Toul, and Verdun, se as te bar the
8trigbt patls te Paris; and fIat intrencbed
~'OtIPs shôuld le imultaneouSly cstablished
&f ]Belfort, Langres,- Vesoul, and Besangon,
40-88 te close the route te fthc soufli and
"entre, and te tbereby cover Dijon and
LqOns. Accerdinlg te thIs thaory, an in-
Iading army weuld have te tako or tura the
fOrtresses ln fronet, and eould be sfepped by
the Luxembourg frentier on the rigîf, and
4 fIe fortified camfps on flic left A fiftb
00.lin ithfe neigliborîood of Siissoas will
Provude the means of aftempfing? a flank af-
tack on the ine-ader, if, aftor Ieaving suffi-

I*cienf force for blocking Toul or Verdun, ho
nlarcbed on towards Paris. It is, bewevûr,
r'ound Paris Itself that tIe greatest mass cf
&cuulafed obstacles is te le prepîtred ;
sOlfe twentY forts and camps are being con-
etrucfed ina, circie, at fin average distance
«i about fwelvc miles frean the capital, se as
te attain the double end cf protecting the-
citY frein bombardinent, and cf rondering
the ring toc large te aliow cf an invesfment.
The èntirc plan is wueit imagined, and tli,
Ortics seena te unanimougiy approve if;-
the one objection urged aan toi b t, aiit
Proposes te de but littie for Mézières and
M'ont rnédy, for ftho reason fIat they lie tee
elOsO te fhe Beigian frontier for an caemny
10 irisk ài failure in attacking thern, Th)is
4rgurnent je thouglit insuficient, e8pecialily
Wheu is remembered tIat tIc baffle cf

8 edaniwas fought precisely between these
twO fortresses. The details cf design are cf

* Ocurse kepf as secret as possible, and ne
4,ivstagecouîd arise frein alluding te tîen;ý
b'ilt if muay le said t hat, as a whole, the plan
Oroates a new castern fronfuer guard very
1)efrly as strong as fIat which iras lest four
Yea age. Originally it waa thougli fIat
seven years wouicL lé required to carry it te
thorougî coinletion ;but fIe' orks have
!4en pressed on with unexpected vigcr,andi
't tmCems now quite possible fIat tîey wili
1)o enturely temoinated un 1878.

OLD FÂ17LTS UJNOIIÂNGED.

*Thero finiahes the tale-so fa, et lcaIsttas
!e propose te tollit if bre. It i. very unsat.
"sfactory. It shows up thc old faulta of
leraniee, unohanged, perbaps Unchangeable;
etnd'it introduces info 1er bistery a tctally
11GW defect whicb nobedy iras prepared te

t in ber-a steange inaptness foi, fifting
lOpself te a novel situation. 0f allich con.
Oe1uencea or thc war this s amongst the8l' 4Vest, and itfla, certalnly,'tIc moat unex-
POOted. That France should le conquered
Wfi* foreseen; that s§hoeshould bave taken

bebating with the astonished rage of a
5P1.J edhild who ls whipped at ast, after
Yeètl'40f kissea, caie,and indulgence, is net
ae1#Iuig ; that she should -have paid offher
Xf'46>lasses -wih 1almott corntetptuou3

ease, appears quite nàtural-now that she
hies donc it ; but ths.t she should muddle,
diiwdle, waver, aind bungle over the reor-
ganiz-ition and reconstitution of' her army, is
certainly astonisbing. Sone few elements
of the work are being well donc; the plan
of fortifled defence is excellent; the systern
of coinplete cops d'arinée in each district is
eise and practical; the nev rifle is a good
one; but nearly ail the rest is weak and dis-
appointing. Four ye,%rg have passed, and no
solution us yet adepted for the Intendance
and the Staffi; the ncw reginiental basis of
J8 conipanies diminishes the arnly; the re-
serves bave no exictence. 'Pl-i great ques-
tion of artillery has been dealt with amidst
hes! tat ion s,iindlecisions,nnd frequent changes
the suppression of the preminni of re eu-
gagernent is driving out the s o er
the volontariat d'un anis a delusion and a
fault ; the new mactéuiel is being partly paid
for by férbiddere i1remrents of account;i and
iis for superior direction of' theý whole, it is a
compoundi of old prejudices, habit, and anti-
quated regulations, mixed up ;-vith irresolu
tion, doubt, and vacillation. It is in the
insufficiencies and theo defects of that direc.
tion that the great danger lies, and it seemns
to bc a general opinion amnongst well in-
fornîed people thrit thero is not the slight-
est reasonable prcbability of a change in if.
The evidence, indeed, points straighit the
other eay. and indicates that the directing
had is resolutely incapable of dealing firrnly
%çith ail thie'difficulties of the case. [lere
is one more final example in support of
this.

Tevce ycars ago tho Minister of War ar-
ived at the impression that the troops were

not getting enougli practical iristruction,ond
ordered by a circular to ail generals of bri
gadle, that thenceforth the regiments under
their orders were to bc taken out evcry Mon-
day for ex'-rcise in the country in the v'ari-
oies opera' ions of can2pigning, and that a

1detailled ri e;.r't o)f tle opcratioas exccuted
wsto ho senît Vto bu linovery ca.ie. One

general, who- ceinman4ded a briga.de t $a-
tory, took out hie trôops for a long vialfr,
amoked several cigars himisei f, made no pre-
tence whatever of attenipting the slightest
work of any kzindi, mrche'd bomne again, find
then called in his colonels, and, with their
gid and thiat of bis offlcier d'or-doitiance.drety
up, in much cletail, a report desoribing the
opirationis ehich lie lad acf perforned.

>This reattrally got known in the brigade ;
thec cfioers becamne f triouis, and one of themi
conimunieated the story te a inlitary news-

*paper, evhich publishcd it et fuil lcngth. It
r meut not., however, be imagined that thc
tgeneral was brouglit before a court martial,

or tIat any sort cf punishaient was inflicted
on hii; on the contrary, se far.as le knoevn,

1thc indignation of the.Ministry was directed,
1 net against tIc go3neral, but agains Lt tI offi

cer who had dared to let the public into tIe
secret cr whatt hi-d happened Ths i n.ot
the sort of guidanco rvleiclî is likely to lift

s up thie tono of tIec imy, cor to render if
s trong andiC!nest.

ABSOLI3TE XEED OF ItBOKOANIZÂTLON.

y The Paris correspondent of the Loudon
o Times writes on Aug. 18:

g During the last florLnight 1. have had op-
i. portunities cf coeeIvrbing wVaih rnaily fficcrd
e and others vvell vcrsed in military ma ttersi.

1 b ave carefully reeci fIe Armny newspnpers,
Iand 1 have corne to the conclusion that onle

a and aIl think the eriter in Blacktoook was
a., pcrfeotly jussilied- in bis remarks. On oae
ýr point every one is agreed-naînely, that the
t reorganization of the Arn3y has been at,-
ýr tomapted solely as a means of defencey and
3 flot of cffence. LaInet cases everY One,

from tIe highest to the lowest, is well aware
of the position in which their country lias
been placed by the events of 1870. They
know fIat France lese enfeebled thati any
idea cf turning the tables on their victors
muet ho put off' to a faer distant future. At
the saine fume fiacre are soveral (3enerals
of fIe old iseheols who would fain attribute
fIe victories of the war less to superie? Strm
tegy tIen te good luck. Notbing will con-
vince fhem f0o the contrary. UnhappilY,
moreover, their position gives then; a cer-
tain weight with yeungcr efficers, and fhey
muet to a certain degree bear the respon-
sibility of the difficulties vhich bave betn
thrown in the evay of Army reform. During
the debates in tIe Assernbly the Minister
for Weer opposed the propositions cf theCom-
mit tee of Forty five, appointed to examine
the matter. 11e refused 'te listerath. the
cemnaittee, asd of course the laws werera-
ther forcedon him than freely accepted.
Beafen on tbc Cadres b-ii, le was ncverthe-
less intrustcd wifh the duty cf putting it in
te force. Consequontly, it evould le absurd
te suppose that tieneral Da Cissey bas any
great iiking for the task whtch bas been ina-
pose,' on bum. It hbas often been said that
the French arc poculiarly apt te accommo-
date themacîves te circum:3tances, and there.
fore the example set by tM'administraitionl
cf thcWar Office has,of course,been foltflwed
in other quarters. Hence, Gencrals who eh
jected te Army refrm have not sorepled t0
follow fleir leader. Without metbod or
guide, or even percise orders, th ey oonflnd
each one al ter hie own fashion. Some treat
kic regulations cf june 12 as i, dead letter,
and fhe treopa xnanoeuve according te tIe
fana, of the, commandera of the Corps
d'Armée, notably those under thce rders of
(lenerals Ducrot, Bataille, Clinqbant,, and
Chanzy. Even simple Lieutenant Coroênels
and Majore have confributed their quota te
cbanging the regulations for manoettvring
troops, 50 tha the csuhaîfemu ffcera are na-
turally completeiy af sce as te fthc riglit or
wrcng oeape;of roooediaan This laurl

strange, ay 'ôt lei irgto ranisthe
Army, but in truth there are many Generals
who, thoughi brave men, are in the art of
war mere Captains. The French army re-
forme sbould begin frea fIe head, for fthc
War Office and ifs staff are muoh tee con-
servafive in their ideas,and unlul a change is
brougît about ne refoîmes will be passible.
Yet individu--.tly flic officers and men are
workixig as fhey never ivork'ed before- The
Colonels pay the grcstest attenilon to thefr
regimentt ,aaed the prôgreas made, more
cspecially ini fli Artillery, is very great.
But disunited good witi cannôt de every'
fhing. Tbose opinions arc these of French-
mcn who feel that were Gemmany once more
te cross the fronfier France would le al
but defenceleesa; cf Frenchmen wbo dread

tIthe rôtura of flic daye of Marahal Niel andi
LebSeuf; of Frenchmen who are serving in
fIat Army ehiel indiviually each dees hi.
lest te rcl'orm,but wbose efforts are checked
by adminiâtrative. negligence and wanti Of
ce operafuon.

LuNcu. -The effleeIé 'of the 89th Battation
entcrtained Lt. Ctil. IMiPherson, Upj)r Vil-
liors and lPaymaster Alger, and a number of
gentlemen at lunch, at the Nerfolk bouse,

3on their visiLte Siincoc, on Friday lasti. Lt-
5Col. Mitbea ocoupied fthc chair, and Adjt'
3tant leath, flic vicechair. Capts. GreeNj

- Yerks, Price, Mathemon and Coombe Wsr
Ipresent, ani a very plensant heur Was îp01IL

-SmceBrit-iasGandian-
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