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possession of Kiel, and she must thorefore
seek an outlet in the Black Sea and Meditor-
ranoan. All this was well known to the
Turkish Government which, adds the I'rench
deplomatist, immediatoly after the issue of
Favro s circular, adrressed a pressing appoal
to the European cabinetson behalf of France.
“ When these nogociations,” he says “be

come matter of history, this document will
become known and people will be astonished
at its not having been adhered to by the
neutral powers. If England, who had her
reasons perhaps for not toking the initiative
had energetically supported the ‘Turkish
proposals, she would have carried with her
the co-operation of all the other neutrals,
and this imposing combination would at
that moment have made peace inevitable.”

When it is rememUerad that this curious
letter was written some time ago, and pub-
lished at loast a week before Russia announ-
ced her desire for the freedom of the Black
Sea, it will be confessed that it is to say the
least, 2 remarkable document.

THE TFIRST MITRAILLEUSE.

It has been supposed that thie mitraiileuso
is arecent invention. This is an error. A
correspondent of the Sun writes us th .4 he
has before him drawings and specifications
of a similar contrivance, patented in Eng-
land 15th May, 1718, over a hundred years
which takrs all the shine and novelty out of
the Hitchcock and Gatling, and Louis Napo-
leon arrangements in this lino. The patent
is issued in fuvor of ono ** James Puckie, of
our city of London, Gent. Witness ourselfes
ye Fifteonth day of May, in e fourth year
of our regime.”” The specification is dated
July 25, 1718. The accompanying drawing
shows the picco to have been fired from a
tripod or {repred, as it iscalled.  The reyolv-
ing breocl has nine chawbers; when these
are exhausted, another, ready loaded, is fur-
nished, and the wholo arrangement is tur:,-
ed rapidly by a coffee mill handle. These
nests of ckambers are of two kinds—one to
Le loaded with round bLalls the other with
square missiles.  The inventor was a
genuinsg English Yaukee. Thereisa strong
mixturo of humanitarian sentimentality and
grim piety mingled with Lis destructive in-
genuity. The diagram is headed by tnis in-
scription:
¢ Defending IWING GEORGE, yuttr COUNTRY and

JAWES, .
In defencing YOUR SELVES ond PROTESTANT
CAUSE.”

No. 16, explrining the diagram, defines it
to be a *“ plate of the chambers of the gun
for shooling square bullets against Turks.”
No. 17, * For round bullels agrinst Christians.’
If James Puckle had anticipated a littlo fur-
ther, and come over with the Pilgrim
Fathers, ho might have found his invention
useful in the next trip of that reverened
craft to the coast of Africa, for a load of
negroes, and quite handy if he could have
persuaded tho pions Mather's friends to kid.-
nap William Penn and his companions, and
sell theminto slavery in the plantation, in
exchango for wine and sugar, as Mather pro-
posed to do as a comfortable speculation,
and to advance the interests of religion,

‘The Hon. Mr. Chauveau and his collea-
gues have cordially received a deputation of
members of the ({uebec Legislaturo from
the Ottawa districts. They wished to im-
press upon the Premier the nocessity of aid
ing ia the construction of the proposed rail.
way which is to go along the north side of
the river as fur up as Pembroke. It 13 be
lieved the local Government will grant three
millions of acres.

THE NEW KING OF SPAIN.

The new Spanish sovereign 1s the second
sun of Victor Emmuanuel, by ank and title
Duke of Austa, bLotter known as [rince
Amadeus Ferdinand Maria, Ile was bLosn
in 1845, and, having passed through inforior
grades, was colonel of the Lombaid Grena.
diers and general of Lrigade in the Austro-
Italian campaign of 1666, At tho battle of
Custozza heled his brigade agaunst tho Aus-
trians, and ho and lis brother, the Crown
I'rince Humbert, greatly distinguished them.
solves by their bravery, Prince Amadeus in
particular, who was wounded in the chest,
and had to be removed from the field. In
1867, Prince Amadous married Mary daugh-
ter of DPrinco Pozzo dellu Cistorna, the
head of a historical Italian family. Ilo is
connected by the marriage of his sister Clo
tilde to Prince Napoleon, with tho house of
Bonaparte, and by bis sister Maria Pioa, with
the reigning King of Portugal, Don Louis L.
His mother was Adelaide, daughter of the
Archduke Renier of Austria.

Prrsossl.—Tho Hamiltun Spectulys of the
30th eays, W. F. Whitcher, Lsq., Commis-
sioner of Fisheries, was in town yestorday
and was tho guest of John Brown, Esq. Mr.
Whitchor has been west on business connect
ed with his department, and while in the
neighborhood of Long Yuint, availed him.
solf of the opportunity to indulgein a little
recreation from the toils of office, and be.
tovk himself to the wild Jduck preservo,
where Le killed no less than 384 ducks. Mr.
W. leaves for Ottawa this morning. In con
nection with the foregoing, our readers will
oasly recollect tlie storm ot Thursday night,
which raged with uneyualed violence on the
upper lakes. ‘I'he pelting rain, hail and
snow driven everywhero by the pitless wind,
made oven safely housed persons shiver at
the very thought of outsiders. Yet Mnr.
Whitcher was imprisoned by the storm and
darkness, and his canoe swamped by the
waves, Ile was stranded among the reeds
on the lee shore during sixteen hours, in
the wet and coud, and on the following morn
ing was found almost buried up in snow and
ice. Wo offer _{r. Whilcher our sincere
congratulations on hLis cscapo —not merely
as a thorough sportsman but bocause of his
pluck and endurance m “ paddling his own
canoe.”

Frexct Avazons.—The female cilizens of
Paris are apparently weary of the monotony
of a begieged existence, They aro enlisting
in a bedy called “Amazons of the Seine.”
Their costume will consist of a pair of black
trousers,with anorange colour stripea blouse
of woollen stuff, with & cap and a black kepi,
with an orange band, together witha car.
ridge-box fastening to a shoulder belt. Only
woman of unexecptionable character will bo
permitted to join this corps, all candidates
having not only 1o be accompined by a hus-
band father orbrother but to bring with them
acertificate [rom the Commissary of Police,
attesting their character, position &e. The
officers will all be ladies, mostly wives and
daughters of officers in the army, or at any-
rate possessing some knowledgo of military
affairs. A special patriotic and most spirit-
stirring song has boen composed for the
corps entitled * Lfhe Marsoillaise of the
Amazons of the Seine.” 1n addition to tend.
ing wounded they are expected to defend
the ramparts and barricades jointly with the
stationary National Guard and to rendertho
combatants in whose ranks they would be
distributed by companies all such domestic
and fraternal services as are compatible with
moral order and military discipline.

Tug ‘U'yxe Cruw Divipep.-—A feeling of
rvivalry has beon in oxistence some time bo-
tweon Renforth and Taylor, two of the
champion four vared crew that recently con-
tended with the Faris crow at Lachine, and
thie rivalry has atlength resulted in an open
rupture. Renforth very recently challengod
the world to produce twomen torow against
himself and another in & two-oared race, for
£20 a side ; and scarcely had the challenge
been made when it was taken up by Taylor
and Winship, ‘o of Renforth's crew. A
meoting of the parties interested took place
when, after a good deal of fencing, the
matoh was atlongth made, and a doposit of
£5 put up, to tio the match for Renforth
and Kelly on the ono part, to row Taylor
and Winship on the other part, a straight-
away raco in pair-oared boats, from tho
High Lovol Bridgo to Scotswood Suspension
Bridge, for £20 aside; the race to tako
placo on the 16th of January.

Tug Exp or CiviLizaTioN.--Nover was a
great truth more happily set forth than in
tho following from the New York ¢ Nation' ;
“ Refinod homes areths end of civilization,
All the work of the world,—the railroading,
the navigating, digging, delving, manu
facturing, inventing, teaching, writing, ight-
ing, are done, first of all, to securs each
family in the quiet possession of its own
hearths as possible with grace, and culture
and beauty. The work of all races, for five
thousand years, is represented in the differ
enco between a wigwam and o lady's par
lour., It has no better result to show.

Goop Siuvonixe.—Un Tuesday last the
Cobourg Battery comploted their fifteen
rounds per man, in accordance with gene-
ral order. Tho shooting was most excel-
lent,—even for this crack Company, The
scoro of Sergeant-Major MacNachtan, 56
points out of a possible 60, is the best wo
have heard of, and we question if it has ever
been cqualled in Canada, Ilo made 19
points at 200 yards, 20 at 400 yards, and 17
at 600 yards,—five shots at each range.
Guanners White and Grieve also stand very
high. The *Snider’ will Le an effective
weapon in_the hands of this Company.—
Cobvury Wurld.

While the Crown Princess of Prussia was
n Hamburg recently, her youngest child
narrowly escaped being Killed. As she was
passing down stairs with her children, the
nurse of the youngest child dropped it over
the balustrade. 1t would doabtless have
broiten its skull on the marble floor below
had its clothes not been caught by a metal
ornament of the balustrade. Thus it
escaped death, and almost miraculously.
As it has since been found out that the
nurse, & French girl, had uttered threats
that she would avenge her brother, who had
tallen at Wissembourg, she has been arrest-
ed and an investigation ordered.

Itappears from an article in the Dzieuni
Pozuanski, a Polish paper published in Prus-
sia, that some of the most brilliant achjeve-
ments of the German army in the war were
performed, not b{ the Gormans, but by
Poles from the Polish proyincesof Prussia.
The Third Division of the Landwehr, under
Gen. Kummer, whose coolness and determi-
nation in the battles beforo Metz bave been
so warmly praised, consists entirely of Poles.

According to an official statement, says
the London Zimes of the 29th ult., the num-
ber of German soldiers now on French terri-
tory is 856,000; 740,000 of these belong to
Prussia and the North German Confeder-
ation,



