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CHAPTER XX H.—~{Contintued.)

AND alter that terrible crash which had come
into the midst of her wmother's unsuspecting ¢on-
tent, when, through her husband's carelesaness and
extravagance, ruin had fallen upon his own family,
and many others . afier the one awful night, the
hotrible incidents of which Grace only guessed at,
when that idolised husband had attempted o take
both her lifeand his own, and she had been forced
tostiruggle agalnst the dear haud, and attast, when
she could struggle no longer, and all her effcrts
at soothing failed, to call others to her help ; and
then, when, after his wife was compelled at Jast to
consent to be separated from lum, and he was re-
moved by the doctors to an asylum, he had Japsed
into a state of hopeleas gloom and apathy, from
which for fourteen years her visits had never roused
him, except (o a kind of passive aversion, nor ever
drawn from him a look or word of responsive affec.
tion—after all this, what miraculous spring Jdid the
love flow from, which could live still 10 unwavenng
intensity and unabated tenderness? Sull, her
mother loved with the fervour of the lover, and the
constancy of the wife. Aflter the separation—that
she might not hear her husband's name on hips
which would condemn and reproach—she had
butied hersell with her children in that unknown
dreary London, which knew no more of her than
she of it,

The worat feature of her husband's case had
been that, knowlng ruin to be all but inevitable, he
had in his desperation, tried to retreive his position
by getting in loans on every hand ; and it had only
been 1n consideration of the effect which the final
calamity produced on the bankrupt that his credit.
ors had refrained from insisting upon his prosecu.
tion, But the noise of the disgraceful fmlure and
the roin it had spread had gone over ail the
country, and therelore Mrys. Fleetwood droppedthe
pame which was In c\rer{bod ‘s mouth, and took
Instead her hushand's Christian nawme, that she
might still bear a name that was his. And the
younger children, as we know had never been
taken into the mother's confidence. They belleved
their father dead, and their mother would not Lave
it otherwise, As she had kept the sccret, 30 she
would still, with a bilnd tenacity that would not
reasor, She clung to the one idea that she would
keep the sad story (rom every ear—abave all, his
children must never know it. And Grace, who re.
sented the principle of sacnficing every-considera.
tion 1o her father, who strenuously disapproved of
the concealment from her sistets, and felt ber
mother's persistency in visiting the ssylum griev.
ously mistaken, and who, to make her objections
the more potent, was posscased of an uncommonly
strong will, which she was in the habit of erercis-
Ing as success ully in respect of her mother as of
any other person, yet exerted fittle effort to ¢nforce
her witl in these directions. The fact was, her will
was relaxed by the influence of that same awe of
which | have spckea. ‘The love which shy saw in
her mother was a thing su wondetfu), inexplicable,
and almost fearful, that she dared not meddle with
it. A strong man is mastered by the tiny hand ol
a child, which lias a force in it subtle and immeas.
urable. And Grace was mastered by this passion
of her mother’s, which was hall weakness, hall
force, and the stronger for the union.

‘The insutution,in which Mrs, Norris had placed
her husband, and in which he had remained during
the whole period of their separation, was situated
in & southern suburb of London, 1t was & hand.
some bullding, standing in extensive grounds, and
the inmates were surrounded with luxury. The
heavy fees bore a large proportion to her income,
and [eft her and her chiidren much stralghtened,
but that had never been thougnt of as & sucnfice

Grace and her mother were informed by the
matron that Mr. Pleetwood was in the garden, and
she offered to take them to him. She chatted
cheerfully the while she walked with them, in the
way people have with whom (awmniliatity with pain.
fu] matters has bred indifference if not contempt.
She was uscd 1o recelving wisitors who, Iike this
tall and digmbed looking person, dressed shabbily
though caut‘ullz, showed pale checks, and bore a
fast-throbbing heart,

" Do you consider Mr. Fleetwood better 7 asked
Mrs, Norris, tremblingly,

“ Not much as to his apirits, I think, but he {3
ertectly quiet ; he goes about wherever he likes by
imseif, and interferes with no one. Dr. Poynter

was naying only yesterday that he considgred Mr.
Fleetwood’s mind was becoming more tational
while his strength was declining.'

© But his health is good, is it not?! There Is
nothing the matter ¥

Grace locked at her mother anxlouvsly, for her
pallor had become exceasive.

% No,” sid the matron, in a doubtful tone;
“there is nothing the matter, 1 believe, but Mr.
Fleetwood is not the man ke was. Hels getting
older, you see.”

1 suppose | can see De. Poynter before 1
leave 2

“ Certalnly ; hels always In his room at this
time in the moraing. 1 will leave you now, for
there is Mr. Fleetwood sitting undez the tree. Ha
always goes to that seat when he is left alone

Sometimes he will sit there for hours together, with-.

out seeming to take notice of anything unless he ks
roused.”

The ftnatron turned back to the house.

% Stay here, Grace,” sald her mother, “1 am
going to seo il 1 cannot surprise him Into speaking
to me. [ shall go up to him just as I used to do/’
- Grace, under that influence which she could not
resiot, never interfered with what her mother chose
to do here.

Her father did not raise his head an his wife ap-
proached him, :

Grace, standing whern she was left, watched her
mother as she crossed the grass towards the cedar
in the shade of which her father was »itting, an
it down sileatly very close to his side, He stirred
restiesaty, and moved his head from side to side;
but still he did not ralse hia eges. His hands were
clasped between his kaees. 'She put her haod—a
soft, ungloved hand—ipon them, and sald, tremul-

alym—
w“fou:; l:im;h am cold, Norele; it le coldfro-day
i ade.
in_n:. attempt at mattac-ol-fact succeeded only in
achieving ‘pathos, for the tove was more eloquent
than the words. Her hushand -turned hie-face
towards her, -with 2 huivied .eager: movement,

“Oh, Grace 1" he aald, A glimmer of recognitlon,
tho ghost of a smilo passed over the vacant face.
e 'imd spoken only two words, but they were
words of response, of greeting, Across a'gull of
foustieen years his love had leaped to meet his
wile's once more. Grace caught herbreath sharply
=—what was goln'g to haﬁpen.

% Qh, Nouls,” cried her mother, clinglnﬁ to his
arm, " Norris, ft s I; yeo, it is Grace. You are

glad toseeme |l Tell me you are glad to seeme, (9

Norris 1"

The unlooked for success had swept away the
poor fabric of diplomacy. The passion of her voice
aud tone seemed 1o scare away the spirit which
she had coaxed for » momentiorcturn. Her plead:
ing fell onée more on callous ¢ars, and the arm to
which she clung remained ngid and unresponsive,
With the quick instinct of love she saw the mistake,
and compelled her trembling volce to return to its
first tone,

"Shall ws walk about a lintle, Norris? It |
cold situng still. Put your hand through my
arm.”

He turned on bera cunous lovk of distrust and
suspicion,

“T must go back to the house for a short time,”
he said, *1 fou will excuse me. | think 1 heard
some one catling.  Hut there 15 no need for you to
come. 1 can walk mysell. \Who 15 that lady on
the gra.u? Your friend, ] suppose. [Pray excuse
me.

His wife made no eifort to detain him.

“ Qood-bye, my dear,” she said, * ! shall soon
come sgain to gee you."

She held his hand for a moment, and kissed
him gently and without agitation, Ioaiing into his
eyes with a smile of loving radiance beautiful to
sce. Ho turned away, raising his hat, and Grace,
with a swelling heart, saw her mother's look a3 it
remained fixed on him, slowly pats from radiance
to a piteous distress—the tender smile leave the
quivering lips, and the eyes fill with slow painfyl
tears, Then Grace went to her, and Mea, Norris
burst into uncontrolable weeping.

“ Oh, Grace,” she cried, “he is better. Ho
called me by my name, You heard im? Did
ou see that for A momen: he loved me? e is

tter ; | am sure ho s better.”

1 Grace did not contradict her mother ; she re.
mained silent, and, when Mra, Norris grew com-
posed, they went back tothe house, but her father
they saw no more.

CHAPTER XXIIL
WIIAT OCCURRED AT THE EARLY MARKETING,

It was about this time that in Philip Denston’s
mind a course of action which had at first pre.
sented itself an an idea assumed the appearance of
a positive duty. After the commanication he had
made to his sister he looked for an abatement in
the number of Hester's visits, but he looked in
vain. He watched the two together ence or twice.
and could perceive ncither achange in his sistet’s
manner, nor a reflection of it in the girl, who was,
he was assured, sensitive enough both to feel and
to betray that she felt any difference (n the rela-
tionship, One day he spoke to his sister.

*1 seo you have that girl over bere siill* he
said ; * it surpriscs me.”

« {Vhy 2" asked Miss Denston, coolly. “1 am
not apprehensive about you, after your assurance
the otherevening., Hesides, you come scarcely at
all into contact with each other.”

Denston shrugged his shoulders (mpatiently,

“ | thought that absurdl y was done with,” he
said, **My idea was that it was hardly fitting to
be making a fricnd of the daughter of 2 man whose
memory you loathe, and receiving 3o much atten:
tion from her. 1t offends some sense or other in
me.”

*‘ Have you not also received scrvices from his
wife, and arec you not Intimate with the whole
farmly 2

“ Teue , but there is this difference—I never con.
demned {leetwood as unspaningly as you did, nor
indulged mysell in hating blm.  Your way of re-
garding the calamity as & mafter of personal
reseniment did not commend itsell to me. The
man donbiless had his !lr"l’lfglﬁ and his tempta.
tions, like tho reast of us, by abusehim? Rebel
against the Divine decrees If you will, but be mer-
c'liful 10 the feeble wretch who was used to ecforce
them.’

“You are irreverent, Philip,”" said his sister,
**1 have never rebelled against Divine decrees,
and teust [ never shall, But, as you know, the
failure of the bank was entirely owing to the bad
conduct of the proprietor—~it {3 ho who has been
the cause of all our misfortunes. Theman iz dead,;
and can make us no dicect reparation, but it has
been ordained that his daughter shall make to me
some amends. It Is to me a most impressive dis-
covery, llustrating as it does the wonderful decret
workings of Providence.”

Denston was dismayed. It seemed that he had
completely defeated his own ends, and succeeded
only In riveting Hester's chains more firmly, by
ukrng from his sister’s mind every.sense of obliga.
tion towards the girl, and causing her to feel that
for Hester to give and her to teceive was ooli,a
just reprisal for et fathar's misdeeds. He bit bis
lip and said no more—further speech was usaleds.
It served him right, he sald te himeell in'his mor-
tiication, for meddling between women, a thing
he had never done befote, and would take care
never todoagain.  But even as he said+o his mind
was at work revolvieg furthar methoda of _Punuln‘g
the very course he pronounced abjured. The fact
was now that he had by injudicious action brought
Hoiter into a worse position than before, common
chivalry caused him 1o {eel more than before bound
tu extricate her, if it were postible.

And now recurred to his mind an ides that had

reviously strack him. [t was [mprobable that

sster's {umlly were awars of her position. Thay
did not know his sister's, character, nor the nature
of her claims upon Hester. Would it be injudicl.,
ous to make an appeal to them on her behalf?
Nay, how could It be injudicious to appeal to &
gitl's own female relatives—people of good sense,
to whom her interests wers as theirown? These
questions being declded In favour of the scheme,
it might appear natursl that Hoster's mother was
tho psrson to whom to apply. What prooess of
reasoning brought Denstoa to the conclusion that
Grace was the propec person?  Grace's personality
belag very strong, it was not perhaps to be woa.
ami "at that she should occur first to the mind,
and then inclination -is a powetiul, aven when
latent, factor in tho reasoning of the most logical
of individuxls. An unfortunate man like Denston
counts plessures what Jike &.mas accustomed to
prospecity would reckon paiss.

My readers will rfhapo have gurmised what cer-
talaly not one of his astociates hus had the [aistest
suspicion of—ahat-Denstoa’s ready denial of feel.

ing in the case of Hester would not have been so
ca:llx glven liad Grace becn the subject of hls
sister’s anxiety. [denston possessed almost un.
limited powers of self-restraint,  He cared nothing
for the opiniun of othets concernlng him, but, to
balance that, he cared & great deal for his own,
Ho had always been a law to himself, had resisted
tempiations, and practised virtues upon that basis,
and had becomo somewhat of & Phatisee in conse:
vence, Duting his illoess, In which the mysteries
of life and death had shown themselves under a
new and mote soleinn aspect, that groundwotk had
been severely shaken, and something of higher,
because lowller, motives haq sprung into being.
He now conceived himself 1n be more faully and
others less 00, and the mellowing induence of that
new disposition of mind was bringing a,gentler
tone 1o bis voice, and softening the severity of his
features, Por this hardness his origlnal nature was
not altogether 10 be blamed : the circumstances of
his h'e had, zince attalning manhood, been so un-
mlliguedlr ungenial as to serve as an excuse for
some resultiog bitterness in the opinion of lng but
suth as are (hemselves hard.  But though his
characler was to some extent undergoing modifica.
tion, its main features would of course remain, and
the power of self sestraint umong them. And there-
fore, fecling confident that he would betray nothing
which did not Jie in his scheme of action to betray,

he now made up his mind to allow himself the
indulzence of intercoursc with the woman whom he
had hitherto constrained himself to avoid. It was
perhaps only another development of his sister’s

) _ngbath _?phonl #ork, |

LESSON HELPS.
. THIRD GUARTER,
THE RESURRECTION OF LAZARUS.

LEssoN IV., July 2sth, John 3l. 2637, 3544
memotize verses 3336,

GOLDEN TEXT - lesus sald onto her, | am
the resorrection and the life.—1 John xl. 25

Notp—This lesson, as selected by the Inter.
national Committee, was 30 long {vs. 17:44) that
the leading publishin;: houses agreed on the atove
shorter sclection, The same is true of Lesson 12,

TIME==]anuary to Febroary, AD 3o, immedis
ately Jollowing the 1ast lesson,

PLACE —Bethany, on the Mount of Olives,
about two iniles south-east of Jerusalem,

InTROLUCTION.—In our last lesson we left
Lazarus dead at Bethany, and Jesus remaining two
days stllia PPerea, and then Journeying with his dis-
.p'es towards Dethany. When he ar.ived, he
found that I..zarus had been dead and buried four
days, the bunal, accurding to Jewish custom,
taking place on the same day on which ho died,
ife was buried in a cave, or & recess hollowed out

] of the perpendicular side of a rock, Ity was proba.

bly a private tomb in & garden. The sisters were

teching which induced him to come to this resolu. | at the house moumning with friends.

tlen, in consequence of the liscovery he had made
of Qrace'’s parentage—only it differed in the im
portant respect that in his case the reparation he
proposed was one that left the unconscious agent
none the worse off | To slacken a little the reserve
he had hitherte maintained in the presence of the
woman whom he loved, but 10 whom he knew he
should never sgcak of love, with a pungent sauce
consisting of the hidden knowledge that to her
fatLer he owed the misfortunes of his whole career,
was n:!euure which some men might have con
sidered motre akin Lo torture,

Having made up his mind to consult Grace about
Lier sister, haw could he best approach her on the
subject ? [t was & matter of difficulty to get speech
with her alone, in any natural way and he must both
see her alone and da it in a natural informal man-
ner. The only possibleoccasion seemed to be when
she did her early masketing. It was a regular thing
for her to go out alonc aftet breakfast for this
rurpooe. He must watch her movements, and fol-
ow her. A most uusuitable lnconvenient time it
would be for an important discussion, but needs
must avail himsell of the opportunity, The next
morning, accordingl( after observing Grace's exit,
he went out himself—his sister be ng stillin her
room=—and came up with her at the turning into
the Chester Road, But he did not immediately
accost her.  His cold firmiy.composed features did
not soften and glow as those of \Waterhouse would
have done under similar circumstances ; neverthe-
lede, It was a piquant pleasure to him to follow
Grace unseen, to be the observer of her curious
rapid bird-like movements, of the decision with
which she turned from one shop-front, or the
earnestness with which she studied the wares in
another. By-and-by she stoppedtat the-green.
grocer's, and, turning round, caught sight of Den.
siag, _He jo'lned her, shook hands, aed then her
attentlon was taken away from him, and bestowed
uron the vegetables and frult, which demanded it
all, Shs had a basket in her bhand, which was
rapidly Silled=it must be understood thatin Lone
don to procure suth produce cheaply, and to ad.
vantage, it is neccsaary to buy at the shop, and to
bn‘ng it home ooe's self. Denston gravely took
the Dasket as they turned away.

*Oh{ ate you going my way?” asked Grace.
“Don't you mind carrying the basket? What a
pleasure it is to buy these early peas |™

‘“ They are very dear, aren't they I

“Oh ! I should not like to eaf them ; 1 should
feel it a positive sin, But as Mr, Waterhouse has
no conscience at all oo such matiers, I get the
pleasure of buginz them. I was a stranger to such
sensations 1ill he came to overturn all my notions
of economy. It quite frightened me at first, but 1
find one soon geis used to spending money.’

“ It seems that to be rich has, aftar al), some ad-
vaptages in your ecyes—one can,at any rate, buy
enl;{pc,u-"

% Yes, of course, and many things besides. You
have not heatd the news yet.  \What do you think
Mr. Waterhouve has done? Ho Is paying for
Chatlie to go 1o a convalescent home at Brighton,
and we sent him off yesterday with such jubilation,
and an outfil of nice clothes provided by Lothair 1"

#* Lothaic 2

Grace laughed and blushed, .

4 Seo the danger-of giving way to a bad habit |
1 will positively never use a nickoame again.”

% You will probably be withdrawing your ulti-
matum on the subject of rich men.”

v My ultimatum? What was that?”

** That you disapproved of the speclu."

41 don't thlnk [ ever said that.’

“ Pardon me, yes, the firs time I aver saw you”

Mr. Denston spoke earnestly, ané the thought
flashed through Grace's miod —* Aflter all, my sur.
mides as 10 his feelings towards Hester are pio-
bably as unfounded 'as mother considers them,
for here ha is quite complimentary to me this
morning, with hls recollections of my first
speaches !V

#.Oh,” she sald, lightly, *if.I said tbat, perhaps
1 have aftered my mind. 1 am olten guilty of that
weakness.”

“That Is feaeullz considezed to be a feminine
prerogative, Jan't it 1

“1sn't that rether commonplace cyalclsm?™

“Truths are generally commonplace.”

* This rudeness,” thought Grace, **is more like
bimself, and ls preferible to the otherstyle. Aman
should a.ln{s keap in character—it is so upseiting
to the quili rium of thiogs otherwise.”

" But," continued Denston, * you will be turn.
ing bome directly, and I have not yet spoken to

ot on a subject which Is ‘important enough to
ave brought me out now on purposs to discuss
with you.”

“ Indeed,” said Grace, whom tha gravity of the
tooe hiad instantly sobered. Bat hereisthe grocet's,
aod I must go in"

%It s about your sister Hester.”

(Te 3¢ comtinwed,)

o

% 11 ls 2o uncommon sxperience,” said De. Hall,
“for ma.to receivo & lgtter from & hired servaot,
regratting that she would. be unable to coms the
pext Sunday, as it wis her day to atay at home,

and enclosing ‘perhaps five in ohe case, ten
Soilacs for the boreigs mivelonary colléction.”™ '

HrLrs OVER HARD PLACES.—~20. Mariha met
Aim : just outnide of the willage, v. 30 Jesus did
not go to the house, (:? because he would ses and
instruct the sisters alone, (2} The Jews there
might report him to the Pharisees and hiader his
plans. Zut Mary 2af uill: or siill sat. DBeing
morte retired, she did not hear of Jesus' arrival as
soon a3 Martha, who would be busy with the house.
hald, and Arst tee the messenger (sce Luke x, 38-
42). 28, Lam the resurvection: il the dead shall
rise through my power, therefore i can raise to Jife
as easily now as on that great day. 26, JSAal! mever
die : there will be na end to his existenge, Physical
death will be but a change: a doorway to & higher
Wfe. 27. Thow art the Chri-t: and therefore what
§ou say ruust be true, though I cannot quite under-
stand 1t, 39, Tale away the slone: that was
rolled agaioat the enteance of the tomb, 41, Thow
kast Aeard me; Jesus, as the Mesviab, kept up
continual communication with has fathet in heaven,
43, Dound hand and fool : either the limbs sepat-
atly, or his whole body was wound loosely in cloths,
The cowing forth may have required little more
tgan uit!l,lng up and appearing at the entrancd of
the tomb,

Susjecra Por Seacrat ReroxrTs.—The family st
Bethany.—Rock tombs.—Jesus the resurreciion
and the life.~Comfort and help in the ductrine of
the resurrection,— \Yhy Jesus prayed.— Grave.
clothes.~This miracle a parable of redemption,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY.—Where was Jesos in our last
lesson? Where was he going ¢ \What for ? How
long after Lazarus' death did Jesus reach Bethany?
(v, 39.)

SURJECT 1 JESUS THE RESURRECTION AND THE
LIFE

I. JEsus TEACHING THE DOFTRINE OF THE
RESURRECTION (vs& :o-:@).—where did Martha
meet Jesus? (v. 30.) What was her greeting?
How did she knaw that her brother would not have
died had Jesue been there? What shows that she
still hoped for some help from Jesus ?  Had Jesus
saised any from the dead befors this? (Luke vil,
1t-17, vill. 49-56.)

What was Jesus’ reply? {v. 23.) What did
Martha take this to mean? (v. 24.) \Vhat great
doctrine did Jesus then teach her? What is the
resutrection ? \Who only are to have this resur.
rection to hie? \What does Jesus mean by saying
that bo is the resurrection? How can Cheistians
be said never to die ? How did Martha give her
assent to this teachlng? (v. 27.) How was her
faith in Jesus as the Messiah an assurance that
she believed what Jesus had been teaching ?

Why did not Jesus come to Martha's house?
How did Martha Jearn of Jesus’ aEproach before
Mary ? How does the conduct of the sisters agree
with what we have known of them before} (Luke
x. gs-u.) Were Martha's ﬂgﬂtl {v. 21) wiser.?
What change is made in us by the resurrection?
What comlort do you detive from this great truth
for yourself ? for your friends? \Was the resnrrece
tion of Lazarus an example of our resurrection ?

11, JESUS AT THE GRAVE of LAZARUS {vs. 28-

8). \Vhat message did Martha take to ber alater?
i)oeu the Master call for s 2* 1o what ways? To
what does he call us 2 Which {s the shortest verse
inthe Bible?, Why did Jesus weep ? Give another
instance of his weeping. (Luke zix. 41.43.) What
does this show as to his tende7ness aed aympathy?

i1l. Jzsus GIvES A PROOF OF MIS POWRR TO
RAISE THE DEAD. (v, 39 44)—What did Jesus s
say at the grave? (v. 41.) Did Jesus need to

ray in order fo do his wondrous wotk ? Why did
ﬁe wish to let the people know that he had ¢om.
munication with hia father 7 What did he say to
Lazarus 7 "With what result ? How was Lararus
bound ? How does this show that Jesus has
power to raise the dead at the last day?

Why did Jesus lift op bis eyes when he prayed ?
Were Jesus’ miracles performed at a great cost to
him in mental and spiritual strain 2 (ve. 31, 38 ;
Mark ix. 29.) Was it a privilege to Lazarus to be
brought to life again? Show how this ralsing of
Lazarus is a parable of conversion from the
death of sin to the new life.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. The resurrection (s the proof of immortal Life,

11, We srze the same persons after the resurrec-
tion, but changed as a seed Into & Aower.

111, Only as we believe In Joaus and recsive his
{!I':e. cat we have part in this resutrection of the
ife.

1V. The Master is come and calleth for us, by
his Word, his Providence, his dylng love, bis Holy
Splrit, by Christian influences, through friends; by
our consclences, by & sense of gratitode,

V. He calls us 10 God, to heaven, to & holy life,
to usefuiness, to joy, to svery geod. ;

V1. A parable of rodemption : (1) men are dead
in oin ; (3) they cannot save themselves ; (3) the
osoly hope is In Jesus ; (¢) We should go to Jesus
for out {riends ; (s) Jesns grieves over sinners ; (6)
To thoss who beligve he gives a naw lifs; (7') at
first the mew convert [s hampered by the grave-
cloths of old habits, prejudices, igaorance, © g
him and let hima go ?



