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The Colleges. !

THE time has come again when the church is called
upon by congregational collections, to contribute
to the College funds. The Colleges of the Church are
very justly held in the highest esteem; they areoneand
all of them, institutions of which any Church might well
be proud, They accomplish most admirable work, and
when it 1s remembered that they do so under many
serious difficulties and disadvantages, there is all the
more reason for thankfulness at the results they achieve.
What the Canadian ministry is to-day is greatly due to
the Colleges, and that ministry is on an eminently high
plane. It meets the necessities of Canada admirably—
an exceedingly difficult task—and it reaches a high
average in ability, zeal ahd spirituality.

The Alma Mater must not be forgotten. From
Winnipeg to Halifax the Colleges have their strong
claime. Queen's and Knox, Montreal and Morin—each
and all of them—are looking forward with no small
anxiety to the collection on the 27th inst., and it isto
be hoped their expectations will be fulfilled.

A statement issued by Knox College places the con-
dition of that institution very clearly before the Church,
and we draw special attention to it on account of the
exceptionally strong case made out for unwonted liber-
ality at the hands of congregations. The shrinkage is
thus explained : * From the fall in the rate of interest
on investments and the decrease of congregational
subscriptions, owing, in the latter case, to a misappre-
hension as to the financial condition of the College, the
revenue has for some time fallen short of the expendi-
ture, and additional contributions will therefore be
required to maintain the College, even with its former
staff, The Assembly has, however, increased the faculty
of the College by the appointment of two new Professors,
both of whom will undoubtedly add great additional
strength to theinstitution. The additional cutlay which
will be unnecessarily incurted to meet the salaries of
these gentlemen can only be met by increased congre-
gational snbscriptions, as no addition has been made to
the Endowment Fund for some years.

** From the catefui estimate of the requirements of
the College for the current year, prepared by Rev. Dr.
Warden, the Treasurer, it appears that atleast $18,5c0,
which includes the deficit reported to the Assembly in
Jjune, must be provided for by the congregations of the
Church. Only $6,5t.4 was obtained from congrega-
tional contributions last year.”

A Professor and his Studcﬁt;_in Aberdeen.

Some time during last session difficulties in the
class room of Mr. Johnston, Professor of Biblical
Criticism in Aberdeen University, attracted public atten-
tion and led to charges of incompetency being preferred
against him by his students. They alleged that he was
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wholly ignorant of the receat literature of his subject
and strenuously maintain2d views which were now re-
garded asobsolete. The professor retorted with charges
that the students were insubordinate ill-mannered t.nd
ungodly. A commitice was appointed to make an in-
vestigation, and this committee has now reported.
They find after prolonged inquiry that the charge against
the students of ungodliness is not proved, and in view
of all the circumstances recommend that Mr. Johnston
should be required to resign with a retiring allowance,
—a recommendation which is likely to be adopted.

The Edinburgh Scotsman comments on the action
and represents it as the dismissal of a professor cn the
ground of being too orthodox, showing the marked
change that has come over the theological atmosphere
of Scotland during recent years. Such a conclusion,
however, does not seem to be borne cut by the facts of
the case. It is quite possible that considerable change
has taken place since Robertson Smith, for example, was
removed from his chair by the Free Church Assembly,
but it would not be fair to take this as decisive evidence.

The fact is that Mr. Johnston’s appgintments in the

first place was made wholly on political grounds by Sir
George Trevelyan when secretary for Scotland in Mr.
Giadstone’s Government, as being the only available
candidate of Gladstone principles, and he seems to have

. been altogether unfitted to occupy any such position,

All the evidence weat to show that both intellectually
and personally he was quite unable to hold the respect
of the students, being destitute alike of ability, tact and
dignity. Even theological students will sometimes
commt pranks that if taken too seriously might be
characterized by strong terms, but it may safely be said
that when there is frequent disorder such as seems to
have obtained in this class-room the professor is largely
responsible for it. Youth is of course naturally favor-
able to advanced and radical views, but if the professor
had so mastered his subject as to be able to yive rational
grounds for his conservative opinions whether the
students adopted them or not, they would have res-
pected his judgment sufficiently to listen to them in
silence. And thensw critical views are very far, as yet,
from being so clearly established and so generally ac-
cepted that the governing body of uny university in the
world would be likely to dismiss a professor because he
argued against them, The real reason for his removal
is not his orthodoxy in matters of criticism but kis un-
suitability for any professional position whatever, Itis
not improbaile that his successor may hold substan-
tially the same views as he.

A Roman Catholic Colliege for Oxford.

Itis stated that the Duke of Norfolk has purchased
asite at Oxford on which it is proposed to erect a
Roman Catholic College. This is the revival of an old
scheme of Cardinal Newman’s which at the time was
defeated by the opposition of Cardinal Manning.
Cardinal Vaughan now seems to be favorable to the
praject and it is likely to be carried out. We do not
know what the professed aim of the scheme is at the
present time, but one of tiie chiet supporters of the
earlicr attempt did not hesitate to write regarding it,
¢ Let me have a Catholic College in Oxford and I will
unprotestantise the whole University.” As that wasa
time when many Oxford men were going over to Rome
anyway such a result must have seemed probable
enough to a sanguine disposition. But even though
the object in view may be now tlie same therais no
particular reason to think that the dangsr is at all a
real one to the University. The Oxford movement, as




