DOCTOR AINLEY’

CHAPTER 1.

N a modest brass plate
affixced 10 the palisades
in front of 3 cormer
bouse, mught be zead
the words, < Dr. Yergus
Ainley.” Thedwelling
was rot a large one, but
wonderfllywh placed
" W
for a medical peactse
tioner. It faced a
principal thoroughfare
1a 2 larpe town, 1t was

near anotber, and was within

t?s_v 1cxh of a vast amoznt

of new propesiy.

A building fever had set i

) tbereabonts, and ground that
bad Leen long vacant, was now covered with
homcs of many sorts and sizes, tbe bhetter
uweltiags to the ficnt. and behind them,

ly eadlcss stsccts of cottages.

: . Aisley bad taken the Corner House ten
years before, and at four-and-twenty bad
started to work up a peactce for bimsedf.

Moit of bis fricnds weze doubifcl, or worse
thaa doeMfsl, as {o the wisdom of such a

coumty, posscssing 0 Jocal inflocnce and very
little moncy, who would be likely 10 employ
bim?2 Not patients of tbe better class, cer-
tainly. Il Fesgus Ainley bad been able 10
comenand enough capital 1o make some ovtade
show, well-to-do patients might have been
nomediately attracted thereby.  Swrely be
would have been wiser 10t 28 assisiant 10

some well-known doctor, say for two or 15tee

years, before bepinatag practice on his gwn

accouat.

Itisa 524 and sipificant sigo of the days
ia which we live, that eople aie drawn 20 1be
shops whikh are already cowdad with cms-
tomers, 10 1be eofessional mnca whose ante.
tooms are skeady thromped with waiting
paticnts, 10 churches, becaase they have been
there is not 2 scat 2o be kt.

There secms to be a fascination in bavieg to
2y a bigh price and wait, wncomboctabiy per-
for 1be articie, the advice, oc the
;e want, jost becaume otber o g!,.dt-» .
hereas, if we were 1o bebere in csum:
quakified

3

ity of fiods 3les in small
ustyw mwdmm' "l.tigb!r

oqememc from soca of the
Bt b-wac: 10 the ik profcunmio whak
e bad dovoted el .\nd be meame. Gol
Melpiag bem, 10 it 32d 10 w2 e conk
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dence of those whbo sbaald place the care of
bealth aud life m his !‘;z;ix. it Tonel be

Fetgus Ainley wou we felt y att
wotset, bu* for tbe Whicl.i presence of a sister
who uindertook to manige bis modest house-
bold when be first began practice in the Comer
House, or ratber. when Se began waiting for
paticats 10 come . .

Eveiybody knows how much hatder it is to
wait for wotk-than to do it. The young
doctor was never idle.  He was almaysadding
to his stores of knowledge ; but, for all that,
be would bave foand the waiting time tenibly
Joog bad Margery not been with bim 10
console bim when inclined to be down-bearted,
and to utter cheery propbecics of success in the
near foture.

“You asre certain 10 do well, Fergus,™ sbe
would say. * Of coursc you have to wait 2
little, because otber do not know
what 2 clever brotber 1 bave. Pot soccess

ready for t
init.” -
« The soccess is Jong in coming, bet I am
not poing 10 be disheartencd.  \What sbhould 1
Bave done without you, Marpery, in the meaan-
while? I woader the fther an:l motber

we 2 pt:an;:fmn standing at 1be door

It is banishment, Marpory, afterall.  Baot
there was no room for anotker medica) man
within 2 Joog distante of the odd socfitrce,
and 1 most twm 10 1he best accouhs the
admugsl&mdgwhmb‘:rathe
meaans of giving me by general sclfedenial
apd-—"

XN s preity hand was

103z, untimely end. Bat a sistarly kiss whxh
:&up\lsmnd ight have-reconciled any
her 10 such despotic treatment.

'nnn;!“mythavodd)wdov_rkulm
“Do? Ishould sead for Bertha or Nelly
10 ke your place. There would bé o
3 as 20 which shoold comc, and 1

Py

Remember, Madge, nua are nut my oaly
sister, whilit J am the brother of the family,™
s2:d Fergres triwnplantly.

*And vou xre as wmoch spoiled 232 sple
trotber always is amoagst a tnde of wstas. 1
am scsolved 0 stay with yog, as I am the
cldest gl and the only onc who an maasge
Yoz peopaly.”

Margery did stay os, and was 3 soane af
e comfort 10 her brovber.  Iatwemts
begaa 0 comne, thoesh nwt vory remeneratne
oncs, and 2l wbo capericnced ibe skall and
kiadnoss of Farres Anley bad 2 200d woed 2o
33y for both.  The poocest wese saxe of besag
readaly dealt wnth, and ia cavey wheicat was
necdfsl 20 1afal pasa wth 3 vRw 20 beakmg,
seScrers frazed no tough ticMmeng At Mus
had.  They were cataia of the wang

B

doctor™s symz thy. and ware o skw o

speak of this alosg with his other good
ualities.
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could not bear 1o grieve us, and € we had
we cosld have lightened his burdes by
takiog it on our

uch were the words wed by the giels wm
speaking of the father who was . and they
belped to comfort the mmother mkﬁto.

32d 1 waat you badly."” t
= But 1 cost instead of helinmp
tocami. 12 is deedfel 10 think that Nelly
aod Bertha a2 wmeliez amd 1 am saialiincg
by yoo, ag‘d caiking mdang, cither foe mother

Qv = every poosshic way.




