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Free Church Jubilee.
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Tais startling invasion of tho autonomy of the Church was fol
lowed and cmphasized by the Strathbogio exse. In 1837, a Me,
Elwards was presented to the living ‘of Murnock, Strathbogic.
For exeellent reasons he was objected to by the congregation, only
one tan, ani he the tavern-keeper of tho parish, sizued the call.
‘I'he settlement therefore was ot effected ; bat Moo Elwards,
uppualing to the civil courty, szcured in 1839 a decision in his favour,
A mjority of tho Peeshytery of Steathogic were Modecatus, and
they willingly proceeded to obey the behests of thy civil courts and
settle Mr. I‘Ilf\\'.\rds as pastor of Murnock. The General Assembly
was inno mood to tolerate such treason to the law of the Chuteh,
und the Commission of Assembly prohibited the Peesbytery from
taking any steps in thedirection of Me. I3 lwards’ settlament,  The
Preshytery disregarded this ecclesiastical prohibition, peefecring to
obey the civil conrts, Thereupor: the Commission of Assembly 3use
pendel the Moderaty majority of the Preshytery from all the fune.
tioni of tha ministerial ottice. “Lhe issue was clear, By thsir ordin.
ation vows those men were hound to obey their esclesiasticat
supetiors in things ceclesiastieal,  But they cho ¢ to tling such con
siderations to the winds ; and on the memorable 21st January,
1811, the seven suspended ministees, amid a protesting crowd of
2,000 peaple, in spite of the solean aud tearful depirtare from the
Church of the whole congregation, procecded to install Mr. Elwardy
pustor.  Need we \\'onn?cr that the Assembly of 1811, by an over.
whelming majority, deposed them from the ministey ¥

Auother phase of this strange Non-Iutrusion contlict appeared
when, upon the suspension of the Strathbogic miuisters, others
were sent, and inong then many of the foremost ministers of the
tims, to preach the Gospet and dispense the sacraments to their
arishioners, for, likea clapof thunder froma clear sky, came an
mtenlict from the Court of Session forbilding any but the sus.
pended men fiom discherging minisiecial functions in the seven
parishes.  Here was a straight issue—to preach in obadience to the
Church, or to desist in obedience to the State.  The history of the
apostolic timne was repeating itsetf, and thesemen proved themsclves
truc suceessors of the apostles.  Guthrie, Dancan nad others like.
winded puttheinterdict in their pockets, took all the rishs involved,
and preached to enthusiastic congregations,

83 the conllict broadened and deepened.  All Seotland rang with
ity echoes.  Decision followed decision, interdict followed interdict,
heavy dmnages were laid upon the loyal evangelicals for caccyiug
out the will of the Church.

Thoe Assembly of 1512 adopted by a vast majority, the Claim of
l{ight, an appeal to tho Quacen and governmnent, setting forth the
grievauces of the Ghurch and clatming constitutional protection of
tho Clurch in her spicitual atfairs from the encroachments of the
State, and asserting that without such recognition and protection
of her spiritual rights she could no longer remain an establishinent.
The only answer was the final decision of the Hounse of Lords in the
Auchterarder cage, nwarding Me. Young 410,000 from the Presby-
tery for refusing to ordain him, ‘The situation hal surely become
intolerable.

In November, 1812, n convocation of the evangelical ministers

was held in Edinburgh to consider what should bedone.  The large
munber of 474 gathered.  Much titie was spent in prayer,  Frank
discuscion took place. Practical ubanimity was sceuved. They
would stand by the Claim of Right, and if no redress could be
secured they would *tender the resignation of those eivil advau.
tages which they could no lenger hold in comistency with the free
and full exercisc of their spiritual functions.” ‘I'he div was cast.
These men were now n sworn brotherhood, ready to risk all and
lose all for thcir sacred cause.  Deputations were sent to stic the
hearts of the Seatch people aml prepare them for the approaching
crisis.  Soon all the land was rife with the oll spicit of the Coven:
anters.  ‘Tho appeal to the Government and ’arliament ignowin.
fously failed, By a vote of 211 to seventy-six the Houscof Com.
mons refused to cven appaint n committee of coquiry into the
sricvances of-the Church of Scotland.  The politicians hoped thatn
little firmness would give the quictus to the restless Scotch mals
contents. No one conld believe that the Evangelicals would actually
sacritice their incomces, leave their happy homes and go forth charch.
lexs, penniless, degraded, into social ignominy and family distress,
merely for the sake of principles which, to shrewd statesmen,
acenried too ** other-worldly ™ to act as practical motives with intelli-
gent men of the nincteenth coentury.

As the Assembly of 1813 approached, curiosity grew keen. Wil

any came out 2 and if any, haw wmany? A document issucd an the
Iat of Macch, 1843, an hichalf of the Moderates, was bold cnough to
to assert that there need be uo apprehension of the distuption of
the Church. ** Its otlixe-bearers, wnay in sotne instances be changed
and & few of ity lay members he withdrawn for a time, but the
tempest will «oon pags over  The) expectal a tempeatan a tea.
}\nl, and were surprised by a eyelone  Ju Elinburgh men said
orty might came oud,  In Holyrowd Palace, where the Mamuis of
Bute had juat arrived as royal emamissioner, on the cveniug
preceeding the opening of the Assembly, the coafident calcula
tion way that between twenty and thicty would sceede.  And yet,
already, on that very day, the protzst which had been prepared
venouncing the catablishiicnt, had bees signed by four hundred
ministers.

Nextday, the memorable 15th of May, 1513, the Assembly was
opencd in St Andrew’s chureh, with the usual pomp and circums
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stanco of Royal Commission. The Mamuis of Bute proceeded from
Holyrood to St. Andrew's church, amm tho tramp of soldiers and
the strains of martial musie, and took his seat upon the throne, the
Assembly rising to honour him and the Stato which he represonted.
De. Welsh, the Moderator, led in prayer. Then, amid the awful
hush of a solen expectancy, Dr. Welsh, in clear and deliberato
tones, declared that fn consequenco of certain proceedings alfecting
the guarantesd rights and libertios of tho Church, he must protest
agiinst peocecding further.  Ho then read the Peotost, which enun.
ciated the principles of Church liberty, rchoarsed the violations of
these prieiplos by the Stato, declared the imposiibility of proceeding
with ths Avsembly undor such circumstances, uul claimed the right
of the Church to separsto from the Establishment. ** And we now
with lr.uvacconlmglr, humbly aud solemaly ackawieding tho hand
of the Ieord in the things which have conie upan us because of our
manifold sins, und the sins of this Chinrch and nation, but. at the
suns time, with an agsured conviction that we are not responsible
for uny consequencos that may follow from this our enforcu.d sep.
aration from an establishment which we loved unad prized, through
interference with consci , the dial ¢ done to Christ's crown,
nc\;xl t.l;le ‘rcjcctio:x of 1is solo aad supreme authority as King in His
inrch,”

Thn, laying tho protest o tho table, the Moderator bawoed to
the ropreientative of royalty, aad moved to the duor, followod hy
De, Caalmers and a great peosossion of tho ministers and oldars,
A ghout went up from the crowds on the street as the band of heroes
appeared  As they marchad stealily down to the hall in Tuaficld,
neac tho subueb of Canonmills, which had been prepared for the
Assenbly of the now Free Chucch, signs of deep emation wore
visible on cvery side. Hats weto lifted and solemu words of en.
couragem:nt were uttered.  Here went a little ariny  of ministers
(tho number finally monated to 474) who had boldly renounced thoeir
homes and incomes aggesgating £10,000 o year, purely for con.
scicace sake,  In the throng stood wives and childron of these men,
rejoicing and yet wee 'mi;. for while the deed was heroie, the con.
scquences wore formidable.

All Edinburgh was sticred.  Lord Jeffeey, when the pews way
brouﬁht to him=**More than four hundred ot them arc actually
out I'—flung aside his baok, sprang 2o his fect and oxclaimed : **1
am prowd of iny country. ‘Lhereis 1ot anothsr country upon earth
where such a deed could have been done.”

Tn tho hall at Tanfield n vast concourse of eager people had sat
awaiting them for hours, and greeted them with mingled acclama.
tioos and tears. e Welsh opencd the Assembly with prayer,
Dr Chalmers, amid a storn o} applauvse, was olected Moderatos,
Just as he rose to give out a psalm &r singing, a heavy cloud passed
by, audamid a burst of sunshine thoy sang :—

O send Thy light forth and Thy truth:
Let them be guides to me.”

Fitly did the scenc symbolize the deep relicf with which godly men
in that Assembly, and far beyond it, hailed the final emancipation of
the Church {rom the iutolerable interference of the State.

The first Assembly of the Free Chinrch of Scotland was a scenc of
much spiritual exultation, and of much wise preparation for the
vast enterprises of the futare.  Hera was a great Church, 474 min.
istets, among them the greatest and most esteemcd of modeen Scot-
laud, abont 2,000 cliters and o vist body of sympathizers, Butnota
church building, nor a manse, nor a penny of revente did this great
Church possess.  How should order Lo orgsnized out of this chaos,
and a fairer edifico be reared from nmid the ruins of the Establish.
ment? A brief answer to this question must be reserved for
another article. Meanwhile et me quote a few of Chalmers’ noble
words at the opening of the Freo Assembly, for in such uttcrances
we catch the spirit of the whole movement :—

* Reverend fathers and brethen ! it is well that you should have
been strengthed by your Master in heaven to make the surrender
You have done of everything that is dear to nature, casting aside all
Your carthly dependence rather than offend conscience. . . . It
18 well that you have made for the present a clean escapo from this
condemnation ; and that, in the issuc of a contcat between a sacritico
of principle and £ sacrifice of your worldly posscssions, you have
resolved ‘upon the latter ; while to the cye of good sensc you are
without a provision and a home, cmbarkci upon a wile od*an of
uncertainty, save that great and glorious certainty which is appre:
hended hy the eye of faith—that God reigacth, and that e wilt net
forsake the families of the faithful,”

The sutccess of the Free Church, for the last ity years, has been
so brilliant that it is hard for us now to appreciate the gloom and
unceriainty of the prospeet which confronted the noblo band of
heroes who, on the memorablo 18th May, 1S43, renounced their
carthly all for conscience sake. So long as the first scasion of the
Freo Asscmbly Insted, the enthusiasin of numbers might sustain the
courage and hope of cach. But o go home to parishes no longer
their, cutirely uncertain what proportion of their people would
accompany them in voluntary cxile from the parish churclies, to
lead their familics out from the manacs, which had been to many
of them their hapP' ho:ues for long, long years—to go forth from
assured incomes, from sacial dignity, from all that had made life
comfortable to them and theirs, to a struggle for the support of
their families—into an attempt to build chnirches, nanses, schools
ani colleges of their own—it scemed & aublime fanaticis.  As
Drr, Blackio says, looking back filty years: ** So far as the cye of
scnse conld guide uy, the leag: at tho dizruplion was aleap in the
dark, igte poverty, ditticulty and misery.” Bue

* The steps of faith
Fall on the sceming void, and find
The rock beneath.”

{To bo Coatinued.)




