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morco ver, points. to the ideutity, a-, a coin- words as indicating the conteinporary char-
parison of the records show. The only objec- acter of the record). Rahab was not below
tion is sentimental, and that would exclude the moral stanidard of ber city and people,
what zniost iindoubtedily must reinain, 'Pamiai and that is about as inuch as cati justly be
(ver. 3,>, 'vhose record is fouund in Gen. xxxviii. said of very inuch of our în'esent day religious

Atternpts have been mnade, ingeniouislv, to respectability. Like to the wornian tSainaria's
oYive a softer neaning- to the wvord liai-lot, out %vel1 ; the conditions of bier life were not such
of regard to Rahab's character, tlran that as to encourage virtue and true rnorality.
whichi it generaliy bears. Tli-trý Jewishl Now let us foriii an estirnate of ber c'aracter
writers a,; well as, CJhristian. .oebsin, bis in so farnas it rose suiperior to lier surroundings,
Cc Atiiuiities," indicates the less barsb meaniuîg and thnus, separate ber froin the rernaining
of bosýtess, mrie who keeps a public bouse. Lt inhabitants, of .Jericbo.
is, however, iiow pretty well coneedud thlat the The aceount of bier reception of the spies,
ordiîrary uîearung iiust be retaitied, andý that contras;tedl withi that of the King of Jericho,
we areu to takze facts as thîey are witli the wvîhl afflord thc' data (Josh. ii. 1-24). The Kinîg
spirit cf the Bible record., theinrselves, vilicil of Jericho (as the people that in after days
givu tlîings ilot a-; we would have themj, but crucitied Messiah) could not, gamnsay that the
as- tbey actually are-thie only salle course- in Ljord Gol wvas withi Israel (ver. 10); but wbile
the end]. lie resolved to put out of the way the un-

Tiiere is riot very rnucb reliable history welcoine mnessage, or at least the mnessengers,
regrart hîrî tbe (2anaanite nations of , convicti Rbbown, thel trutti, becaine truc to ber
time; there are, however, suffbeient a1uijs covct, and sougbit safety flot only for

iSeripture and elsewhcere, to forin son o-leslbtfor lier kinuLed.
ception of their state religrionsly and rnorally. lier horme thius bucaine <a -refug> for ail in
0f the heathen world , when leu t tc itsel, jittIeý thie bouse across wlîose window the scariet
cati be said thiat will flatter humaan prî,'e; uc thread %vas drawu were ivisured of safety, and
that ouglît to humble and raise the cry3, d, "whosoevcr shail go out cf thic bouse into the
save, or we pcrish." The worship oU the street, lus blood shail be upon lus own head."
Canaanitisb nations wvas a worship of nature Rabab) preachied salvation iii Jericho; they
ini its inost disgrustug foruns. It inu.',t be stffi- Whîo* woluld iiot " perislied, even then as now.
cient froni tliis p)lace to say tbat barlotry iias,, Brîefly ]et Ralîab's historv be reviewed: a
under certain lrensed borin-;, miade a Ipart ofi beathen, wvitlî the miost d1ebased beathen
the national rlio.Deut. xxiii. 17, M~, is, Silrround)(iings, taiighIt religiousl;y to, prostitute
without question, directed flot --o inuch against for comnuiion u tliat wvbiel (>hristianity bas
lsraelitisli as Oaniaanite practîces and author- taugbc--lt wroman to esteeni as above all price,
ized cuitoins. The apparentl.y cruel comnuandiarîd wbicli, even ainong the hîcathen thenii-
regar lin- Jericho, Jo-ihua vi. 17, etc., miay flnd sýelves, thouigi;ý Ulic shadowv of the temple wa-s
s'niiieexplaniatiorrin tie tcrril-)le mon-ildepravity suipp)osecd to, ca.st a ballowed glooin over its
'<f tie peop)Ile,w~liîch welknow in soinie instanceýs pr-ot*aulatioli, w.s tnt lightly esteenned vhere

apparsso horugly apeessas£0 en<cr ts ruy pss<sse. ceau conceive oU no more
presence a 1)Cst-house wvhere compassion is umniftvourable circumus-tanc.es under wbich to
lost, and wlîere, fearful as is the alternative, nou risb the grace of tlîat faith which is the
the only. iope for tbe living is to -starni poit" iassu rance of things hopcd for, and the evidence
the plIagr;e. Soclorn ani Gom-orrahbl not of tbings uns;ecu. Rii-inoiirs corne of a people
perishel liai teýn rigbiteous. men been f ound led bv God who.se m7onder-working arnn bad
tbereim, ani Lot was receued froin the bail. btruck terror evenfi into the prou>l palace of
.Jerichio woil-1 appear to have beeti a Sodoni. the Egvptiaii Plîaraoh, and wbo now liad led
(;en. xv. 10' bints at a filling Up of iniquitv's that people, disciplinied, strengtbened, to the
cul) on the part of sonie' at least of the very waters oU bier own country. Two of
Caniaanitisb tribes. The.se considerations that favoured people enter bier borne, doubt-
>hould uîot be ]oit siglit of in our estirnate of lessly relate to lier 4omec of the wondrous siory
Rabiab's ebaracter, and bier subsequent recep- of Jebovab's care and pG-wer. Sbe receives
tion into Israel (Joshua vi. 2.5: - Slie dvelleth theni in peace; their words, with the -tumours
in Israel ?t ruto titis, d.ay." ote italicised r aready beard, decide lier; for herseif and
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