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of one's past lire. It is riglit tu set apart a tinie fur sueli retrospect. Our
childhoud, our youth, our riper years, or even our old age, niford nîuicli cause
of sorruw and abascinent. Have the thi tgs o f Goud ben flrt? What have
we been living furlà Set in order sins of omission and commission. Take
the ten coinandments; miark what is required. ponder what is forbidden.
Our hiope is not frein the law. Moses siniites uts. The law is heoly, wivhle we
ore car.îal, sold under sin. It is, however, froni an apprehensiun of the uîcercy
of God in Christ tliat truc Christian haumiliation flouvs. At the cross wc lie
lowebt; there we sec our sis. An unbelicving heurt is frozen ; the ice
mneit. by the waraith of a Saviour's love-thecy shall look on Iliini wvhuîu tliey
have pierced, and iuourn, cvery famnily apart, and every individual apart. Sin,
as pourtrayed in the serrows of the Son of God, appears exceedin., binful.
Wherefore wve alihor ourselves, and repent in duât and ashes. Sadly arc the
garniente of sackcloth iworr; stili, Ilblessed are they that meura, fur thuy
shall be cornfurted." le takes us froni the fearful pit, and from the imiry
dlay. Lifted higli on the Rock of Ages abeve every storma, eternal suiibhinc
hegins te settie on our heads. Hope lias touch,ýd the soul-live, it cries.
XNigrht is chiascd away by the morning higlit. Sueh are the resuits of humilia-
tion before Qed, while the influence of th4i, abasement appea.s ln consibtency
of life, for the humble men are the strong mnen.

Finally, feeling assurcd that a proud spirit interferes with the progre6s of
the cause of Chribt, and that there is ne blcs:sing descending un the land
adequate tle the means cmployed, cvery individual wlîose heart the Lord hath,
tuched, ,hould set his face untu the Lord God, te seek by prayer and suppli-
cations, with confussion of sin, an abundant outpouring of the IIoly Spirit.

0O Lord, hear; 0 Lord, forgive ; 0 Lord, hearken aad do. Defur not, for
thine own sake, O muy God;, for thy city and thy peuple are called by thy
ame."

UNITED PRAYER.
Invitations to observe a week of especial and united prayer, at the begia-

ning- of the year 1863, have we trust met withi a cordial and gencral rcsponse
in Canada. Former ycars have demonstratcd the value of such calîs. Many
have feit the quickening power of continuing inp* ewi rtrno
varicus churches have been brougit; together in dloser bonds of brotherhood.
M1ay we flot also feel that the united efforts made in several of our cities for
the revival of the work of God, and even now graciously crowned with
succcss, are closely allied to these special supplications. Abounding prayer
will surely seeure an abundant blessing.

A circular issued by the Evangelical Alliance says-

" Tht~ maaifest blessings by whieh these seasons have been marked, reader it
imperative upen us te repeat them. Christians uf every country and name are
therefore affectionately recommended to set apart the eight days, January 4-11,
inclusive, of the ensuing year, for simultaneou3 and earneet supplication with
thanksýiving te Hirm who has commanded-"l Pray without ceasing. In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will cf Qed in CJhrist Jesus coneerning you."I;

The topies suggyested for a pro minent pltc in exhortations and inter-
cessions are- "
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