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all. It is stated that correspondence between the

United States Treasury Department and Mr. Gosclien,
Chancellor of the Exchequer of England, has resulted
in a favorable response from him with regard to an
international monetary  conference, having  special
reference to the silver question. ‘The other lealing
Governments of Europe, it is uuderstood, aife more than
willing to join in the movement.

A movement has been in progress for some time past
in commercal and financial circles, to secure the
enactment ol a general insolvency law which shall be
applicable to the whole Dominion. “The need of a
better law than the existing one, whicl is faunlty in con-
struction and cumbersome in execution, is gererally
admitted.  We notice that a conference was held lIast
week at ‘Toronto by representatives of the Boards of
‘I'rade of Montreal, Toronto, Hannlton and London, to
formulste a measure for submission to Parliament at an
carly day, to which we shall have occasion hereafter
10 refer.

Some interesting statistics have been furnishied Con-
wress by Superintendent Porter of the United States
Census Bureau, concerning farm debts in ten sepresen-
tative countics in each of the States of Ohio and Kansas.
In Ohio it is found that in the ter counties 62.90 per
cent. of the farm famines own their tarms and 37.10 hire
them.  Of the farms owned. 79.68 per cent. have no
incumbrances on them, and the other 20.32 per cent. of
the owners owe 36.07 per cent. of the value of their
farms, on which debt they pay an average of 6.835 per
cent. interest, or Sg7 to eaclh family. The average
value of encumbered farms is $3.848 cach, and the
average incumbrance St.422.  In Kansas, in the ten
counties considered, 66.75 per cent. of the farm families
cown and 33.23 hire their farms.  Of the farms owned,
35.C2 per cent. have no incumbrance, while the other
61.38 per cent. carry incumbrances representing 37.96
per cent. of their value, which averages $3,094 per
farm. The average incumbrance is S1,402 per farm.
T'he average rate of interest paid is S.12 per cent,,
which makes an annual average to cach farm of S114.
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STATISTICAL AUSTREACT OF THE CHARTHERED BANKS IN CANADA.
Comparison of Principal lews.

Moncy, of London, has the following obseryation.
on the new Banking Bill of Italy :—** The Bill estal).
lishes a uniform note, jssued hy a syndicate of the
banks, and makes the acceptance of the notes of cach
banl: in the association so formed obligatory by the
othess.  ‘I'he metallic reserve is raised 1o 4o per oo
of the circulation, and the excess is met by a reserve
in specie of an equal amount.  ‘I'here is one provision
however, to which exception iray be taken, and that is
the reserve may be, instead of gold and silver, in pant
composed of securities in the possession of banks o
credit, of paper exchange, payable in gold. and bearing
the names of three or more firms, of which one muy
be of the first order. or of securities issued or guar
anteed by the State in countries with a metallic cirey
lation. This secems a rather dangerous class of security
and it would be a much wiser course were the o per
cent, of the reserves to consist entirely of gold.”

The bank returns in London show the
results for the week ending April 6th (—
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The Great Western Railway of England will exhibit
at the Chicago World's Fair the famous old locomo
tive. ** The Lord of tlie Isles,”” which was built at the
Company *s avorks in Swindon in 1851, from designshy
the late Sir Daniel Gooch. This locomaotive was a
notable exhibit at the first World’s Fair in London
1851, From that time untilJuly, 1881, it was continy
ally in service, and ran during that period 2 distane
of 789,300 miles without being fitted with anew hailer.
As a pioneer of carly rmailroading and as a contrast w
the Howerful modern *¢ Mogul,”* this old locomativ
v . attract much attention.
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Deposits with Dominion Government for sccurity of tote circulation, £536,927.

Norre—Laanson call or Current Loans for year cannot be accurately conpared owing to changes in the form of retnrns under the new Banking Act,




