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“Love is the fulfilling of the law.”—Romans
3: 10. “Love your enemies.”—Matthew §: 44.

That holy bond which joins in one, the fami-
@y of God, is love. Those songs that ever rise
Beroind the throne of Lieaven are the harmo-
ghious outpourings of souls that love their God.
fihe voice of love spoke those comforting words
o Eve, which first gave promise of a glorious
Fcliverer from sin.  Love dictated the hopes
bn which the family of God in ancient times
Bouyed up their spirits amid the persecutions
B! heathen tyrants. The holy Jesus so loved
inful man that he took on himself our nature,
Mhabited among men, and bore our sins on his
hody on the tree in Calvary. The words that
Bave sines been spoken by the true followers
of our Lord, giving joy to the persecuted saint,
Bend leading many from their evi' ways to holi-
gcss, have been words proceeding from hearts
gectuated by love to God and love to their fel-
Blow-men. As this i3 one of the most active
principles within the heart of man, and is
smong the purest and most exaltnd motives
Bfor action, the Bible in all its parts strives to
lead man to love his God, his Saviour, and his
Biellow-men; thus adapting itself to the nature
Bci man, whith is ever found cndeavoring to
Enlease, and working for, the object of its love.
]-\o our text-says, “ Love is the fulfilling of the
[~ aw.)'

§ The law is divided into two parts, one hav-
bing special reference to our dutics toward God,
gthe other referring more particularly to our
Eduty towards our fellow-men. Concerning the
kiirst table of the law, that principle in our na-
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ture of which I have alreadyv spoken as leading
man continually to please the being whom he
loves, will lead the heart that loves its God
continually, to endeavor to please its God.
As sellishness and pure love fur another ars
diametrically oppesed, and camnot exist toge-
ther in the heart, so those seclfish desires after
worldly good that are the most enticing siares
for the sinner, cannot exist in that heart chat
truly loves its heavenly Father. Is this epirit
of Jove towards your heavenly Benefactor
within you, the desire of your soul is to live
according to the law of heaven.  Is this spirit
not within you, those attractions that sin pos-
sesses and those enticements of the world will
prove themselves stronger than the power of
reason, and drag you on from sin to sin.

That this spint is absent in many professing
Christians, is abundantly manifested by their
active life. The external and public duties of
religion which have become customary in the
religions world and the church are attended to
with 2 devotion that might give hopes of bet-
ter things, But those easicr matters—lesser
as the world judges—but greater far, the Bi-
ble being judge,—are overlooked to such an
extent as might lead onc to exclaim, in the
words of Blijah, “I have baen very jualous lfor
the Lord God of hosts, for the children of Is-
rael have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down
thine altarg, and slein thy prophets with the
sword : and I, e7en I only am left; and they
seck my lile, to tuke it away.” That it is so,
no one who surveys ths Christian world at the
present time can doubt. 'Why it ghould be a0
amid so muca knowladge and such manifold.
menns of grace, is to be accounted for by the .
fact already stated—thet love te God is & com-



