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It is proper to ask in what way can
we help to increace our liberality in sup-
port of this scheme. Our lack of inter-
est in it is largely owing to our ignorance
of the yreat work which is being accom-
plished by christian missionaries in the
world of heathendom. Our imagination
is 100 inactive to enable us to form any
)u\l conception of the millions of Asia
and Africa who have never heard the
“glad tidings,”—millions of men and
wonien possessed of the same nature as
ourselves, capable of the same improve-
ment as ourselves, lubouring under the
same moral burden with ourselves, and
dying without the support of religion, in
utter darkress. If we read more atten-
tively the lives and letters of missionar-
ier and considered the marvellon< labours
of many of them, their many disappoint-
ments and likewise the great suceess of
many of them we could noi tail in being
moved with keen interest, and lnely
symp'uh y-

It is cometimes aid however that we
bave enough to do in dealing with those
at home who are practically heathens.

Experience has however abundantly
shown that the church bas always pros-
pered at home in proportion to its active
mterest in the foreign ficld, and more-
over we are surcly not to overlook the
dlear commands of scripture, “ Go ye in-
to all pations making disciples of them.”
'To the support of this scheme then we
are called by a two-fold summons ; by
the fact that it is our duty to support it,
and secondly that in so doing we give

expression to the requxremenhs of a
ehiristian grace, “ It is more blessed to
give than to receive.” The Apostle Paul
i writing to the Corinthians (Ep. viii.
17) says. “ See thatye abound in this

also. . . . Forye know the

e of our Lord Jesus Christ that b

h He was rich, yet for your sakes, G

e became pgor, ;Pat ye through Hls
yoverty “might be rich.™

It is the daty of ministers to faithfolly
draw the attention of congregations to this
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scheme—urging itsimportance upon their
attention. It is the duty of our people to
set apart of their means for this parpose:
and should the day appointed for this col
lection turn out stormy then by all nens
let another day be nowinated as svip
afterwards as convenient. It may e
that some ministers think that progle
dislike being asked to contribute. Th il
a delusion.  Our people are willing to be
asked.and willing to give likewise wleg
interested in the object of the collectivn.
Animportant matter is to secure so.ne-
thing from every member of the ¢
gregation. ‘Twenty-five cents a funiiy
would double if not quadruple the amoun
contributed last year.

NOTES OF THE MONTH.

The weather in Scotland has been un-
usually severe. For more than cigi
weeks the snow lay heavy on the ground
in Sutherlandshire and nexvhborm«r g paris.
Many sheep died thwut’h hunm,r Foud
was carried in cars ulnnw the lines o
railway, as faras possxble and fed to the
starving flocks. The deer likewise re-
quired “to be fed. Many ot them 1t s
said came down to the corn stachs b
look for food. The grouse died by the
dozen from the cold and starvation
Crows forsook their usual hauuts and for
aged around the tarmer’s houses.

“In Britain generally the position of thy
farmer i3 not satisfictory. Prices sm
kept at a low figure by the fact that food
of nearly all kinds is now brought by
railway and fast steamers from all pan
of the world. The Earl of Beaconsfie
remitted ten per cent of the rent to hi
tenantry, and there seems to be a get
eral lowering of rents altround. Owin
to the fzeneral depression there is eve
probability that the stream of emigratu!
to the colonies will be largely increasst

Dr. Blaikie professor ot Gieek in Edi

qﬂ: University and other friends ofth

c language have succeeded in rait
ing twelve thousand pounds to form
endowment fund to su &gort a profess
of the Gaelic 1angaage i Edinbargh U
versity. While professora and lea
scholars in Europe are trying to m




