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"IN NOVA SCOTIA, MIW BRUN:WILK, AND ALJOINIMNG PEGVIXCER,
1al views of the Gospel Ministry. Thia is into the work. not showing them half of its
essentiel for preachers aud hearers, trials and diffizolties. until they !mw entered

Yvery one who thinks of entering the holy | on it,—and then ovly gradualiy.” )
wministry should entertain lofiy‘views of the| It is not less haportant that the hearers of
office. Without this, he will not labour to | the preached word should chensl‘:.n;zht views
acquire those mental, maral and spiritual ac- | of the ministry,  uman nature is so constl-
quirements o absolutely necessary to the!inted that men cannet easily separate their
tuithful and efficient discharge of the all-im-  ideas of the message [rom the messer ger. It
portant duties to be undertaken. 'No ovue jis net Ukely that they can rveceive the word
should.desire to enter the ministry of recon- | preacasd, as the word of God and not of man,
cilintion but such as regard it the highest | if they nre accustomed to think’ meanly of the

and most respousible trust, the most sacred !
and divine ealling that can be undertaken by
mun., Every uee candidute must therefore
-strive 1o know, in the secrecies of his own
soul, thet he has a twcfold call of God, He
must first strive to know that he is calied
from darkness to light—that he is, by the
power of the Holy Ghost, created anew in
Christ Jesus.  Whoever would hecome a
minister of Jesus Christ, aud a steward of the
wysteries of God, nitust, moresrer, have a
sgecial call of God to this sacred office. He
must, under the powerful influence of the
same divine Spirit, feel a prevailing holy de-
tite to be employed in the gospel service.
And where this true desire exists, there is &
feeling of insufficiency for the awfully solemn .
work ; vet the strong desire that God should .
be glorified, and accompauied with a uesirve

to do good to humanity, burning *Jike a fire

within,”—may serve to prove hisdivine veca-

tion to the cffice. But even when this is felt,

the prayer of Moses should often arise from

the deepest feelings of the heart, * Lord,

if thy presence go not with me, carry me

not up hence.” ‘lhis fearfulness, together

with the eacnest desire, is most esaential for

the individual, and pre-eminently important

for the ministsy. Nothing can so deeply or

irremediably corrupt the heart as a ministry

without & * vocation” to it.  “ There are no

men,” says an old divire, ** more hapelessly

abandened than those who, not having been

called 1o the ministry by the vocation of God,

do not perform-anything worthy of the cailing

during the whele course of their lives. Ev-

ery word which he utters closes his mind yet

more to vhe feeling of truth, so that he pgr-

ishes-by ‘menns of that which quickens oih-

ers.”

But the wministry should not only be entar-
d with these solemn thonghts, but our views
fihe sacredness and respousiblenese of the
fice should be heightening the longer we
re entrusted with the gospel treasures. We,
hould often deeply feel. « Who is sutfictent .
or these things 7+ The moment,” says a'
ractical divine, * we think lightly of the min- |
try, our right band™ is dried up.” Indeed, !
ere the difliculties and responsibilities (\f!
he office fully seen betorehand, it is believ-

office : nor is it likely that they will go earn-

i estlv ta a *hrone of grace and pray that God

would be with H.s ministering servanis; or
that they witl listen 10 the preachzd word,
hepieg to rvealize thet be has a message to
them from God, But the thought sheuld
aluays go with veu to the hearing of the
preached gospel, that God is with His ambas-
sadors, and that they are hound to declare
the whole counsel of Gad—that, in every in-
stance His word is preached, it proves, in the
cuce of every one withiv its reach, either a
savor of life or a savor of death—that it is,
either raising you in the scale of moral be-
ings, or sinking to deeper and deeper rvin.
Be percuaded, then, that to be under or with-
in reach of the preached gospel is one of the
most solemn and respousible positiors you
can oceupy on this earth.

Seeing that this is the principal means em-
ployed by infinite Wisdom to bwld up His
cause among men, we may readily believe
that the great enemy of God and man exerls
his utmost ingenuity to render the ministry
ponerless for good, Thais arch-deceiver wil]
therefore leud such as yield to his seductive
influences either to contemn the ministry ul-
together, or jend men into the belief that they
caunot derive any benefit from the ministra-
tions of those in whom they can ¢iscover any
imperfection, or who do not act in all things
according to their peculiar views, Witha
pretended respect for all righteousness, he
will lead them to look for u ministry void of
imperfection, such as had never bren seen
under the law, or in any wmere man under
the gospel.—and such as the all-wise God
never prowmised to confer on His Church mil-
ftant,  These who are thus beguiled with
such unseriptural expeciztions in the minis.
try, aot aniy injure their own souls, but pf-
ien do much to injure others who receivn
their seniiments.  * There iz a generation,”
xa¥s an eminent wiiter, CArrdonging to most
churehes, pure in tueir own eyes, who display
more auxiety abovt the minister’s piety than
about their own, suspecting his virtnes, aud
ever ready to detret aud expose his fuults.
Defects which are veuial in athers, are hein-
ous in Lim. Bat geneialiy they arve those
who have a beam in their own eyes, that aro

d that many of the most consciantious and , so ready te detect & mote in the nm‘m.:m:’s.”
evoted servants of God never would have; There are others of a somewhat kindred
entnred to assume the office.  Accordingly, | spint, who imagine that they must first ascer-
has been said by one of Christ’s ambassa- | tain whether the nduister is really cn}lrd (_\f
rs, “.God Jeads \His ministers blindfold , God ere they can hope to Dbenefit under his



