
TRE CONTROL OF JTJVMM1E COURTS.

was tpproved and acted upon by the Attorney-General. The
trouble appears ta have started with a conflict of opinion as to
how the Court siould be conducted, the Judge adopting the polic .

that where the abject is ta cure, rather than ta punish, frequent
remands are desirable ta enabte the Judge to keep in touch with
the delinquent.

It so happened that this particular official was an ex-alderman,
and ex-aldermen have a great appreciation of the effectiveness of
'<pull." He openly stiîted that he would get even %vith the
Judge. But ta get rid of a Judge, who is appointed for life subject
to good behaviaur, is not an easy thing te do. An ally was
found in one of the aldermen at pregent sitting in the City Council.
A campaign of criticiaro and publicity wvas started, and then the
idea was conceived of holding a public investigation of the Court,
apparently with the design that the usefulness of the Judge wôu1d
be so irnpaired by the newspaper headlines durin.g the conduct of
thifi investigation that u]tirnately it rnight be necessary for the
authorities ta find a substitute. Accordingly a resolution waýs
passed by thc City Council calling upon the Attorney-General to
hold a public investigation. 0f couirse, nothing happened.

The next n:ove of the City Council was on passing an appro-
priation to, instrtict, the treasurer ta pay for only four inonths,
ai' I they intimnatcd ta the Attorney-General that they would not
authorize any fur-ther expenditure until their demand for an
investigation had been acceded ta.

From time inimemnorial public respect for the Court has been
regarded as the foundation of Anglo-Saxon civilîzation, and the
rule has always been scrupulously observed that nothing slhould
be done ta lower respect for the courts. A Judge 'may be
ixnpee-ched for nialfeasance, but wc can search in vain for a precedent
for putting a Court of justice on the level of a municipal firehall
dApartment. Democracy cornes pretty near ta, Bo]shevismn when
the aldermen of a city like Toronto, in order ta please a disà issed
official, try ta force the Attorney-Generai of the Province to
break all records and do something which would be, subversive of
good goverrnent,

It soon becwame apparent ta rnany who were interestedI iii the
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