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BARBRFANS BY CILOICE.

It does îlot say mnïch for modern civilization, not to speak of
('ulture, when a proiriner.t citizen of a great nation takes pride
in its being a nation of barbariaîis. Such, howcver, is the seti-
timent of a retired general officer of the Gernian arnîy, Maj.-
Gen. Von Diefurth, in an article contributcd to the Hamlurg
Xachrichten. Although it is flot nice reading for the twentieth
ventulry, his description of the mental attitude of the German
people is weiI portrayed in hie article and this mental attitude
eýxplains mueh that wouild be otherwise unilitelligible. iiot to say
incredibie. The evidence unhtpIý- is that the sentimenîts of
this writcr are largely those of thc î'est of his co-eitizens. AN
people having this spirit are a festering sore in the eGmmunit-%
of i. itions, and though it wvould flot be possible to blot Gr
many off the face of thc earth, some radical cure must be fourni
whcn the time cornes. Tiie article is as follows:

No objeet whatever eau be served by taking any notice of
Ilhe accusations of barharity levelled agaiuist Gerrnany by their
t'oreign erities. We owe no0 iex1lanatiofl,, to aily one. Whatever
.jet eomitted by our troops for the purpose of diseouraging.
defeating and1 destroying the eunhny is a brave aet and fuliy
justimhed. Germany qtands the saiprenie arbiter of her own
nwthods. It is, Io cons,,(equee whatever if ail thec monuments
ever ereated, ail the pictul'es ever painted, ail the buildings cver
erected by the great architects of the world bc destro,-ed, if by
their (lest ruetion wC proniote(I Cieriimau\ '.N vitov. \r iR

%var,, The uglcest stoite phiced fi mlark lime buriai of a German
grenadier i8 a more gioriouis mnum"Illent thanl .11 the epa'Îhedrals
iii Euirope p)ut together. Tbev (':I lius hb;ims.What of it I

seorn thcmn and their ab)usé. 1'X.n in part, 1 hope that iii
isi 'var we have lierited the titlc barbarians. Let neutral

peoffles andl oui' enmîies (*ease their eiflp)t. elhatter, wbi<hl may
%veli be comnpared, to the twitter of birds. Let t heinl cease to talk
of the eathedral of liheitos4, ani of ail Il elimce ani aIl the
ea.stles in France whieh have sharud its fatle. Our troops r-nust
avibieve v'irtorv. W~hia t CiS niaItters*?"


