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Phvî<>pathology. the pathology or study cf diseases, (if

plants, .occupies a prominent position in the irrny Agricultural
Experimneni Stations in the United St a cr. 1J lie Bureau
of Plant Industry of the United Statcs Departimeni of
Agriculture, ;it Washingto>n. D.C. eniploys a large and
efficient staff specialisîs. devoîing the wbole of thcir tirne to
tionud of mnute plant organisms causing disease in vegeta-

tio ofà1lkinds. andl also to the solution of the perplexing
prohicins connected v-ilîli te protection (f plant life. Dir.
Eruin F. Smit lî. who ranks arnong the mosn proirninent meiTibers
of the staff, is in charge of ithe Laho-ratory of Plant Patbology.
His laboraf orv. whiclî 1 have bad t he jleasure of %isiting occa-
sionally. i% zini deserves to Ibe. lbecause of lis miagnificent equip-
ment. the 1 'asis of aIl plant pal hological work «if t he Bureau
of Plant lndustry. Tt rcci ves.in appropriation of froni $19.000
to $22.50<) lier annumi of wbich ncarly Si15.000 is p aid in salaries.
Under bis direction tiere are, btesiles the central laboratory.
other lal-oratories devoted to the investigation of diseases of
forest t rees. grain. fod der. '-eget able and other crops. each %ith
separat e endowiments.

Nearlv everv State possesses its own Experiment Station'
on t lie stafif (if whicb t here- are one or more plant pat hologists of
great activity. This activity nianifests itself every vear 1w the
large amou'it of publications. in foirn of Bulletins and Annual
Reports. of more or less impo)rtant nature, distribtaued gra-
iuitously t hroughout, t he different St aies. The Americans take
far mort- interest in itli progress tif Ibis eomparativelv new
.science. thian may lite loastcd of elscwhiere. probably witb the
exception of (Xrmanv- the home and lirthplace cut this dis-
cipline. Tlîe extent oi their experiments in field and laboratory
are truly Amican. One mav sav that to each experiniental
plant in Europe. there are a hiundfred. )r more. in tbe United
States.

In vie of these tacts il is only surprising that, with so
large a lxodv of trained men inierested in the çtudy of diçeases,
tbe l'rtbi of a societv devoted to phytopathological interests.
has ni taken place sooner. It was my privilege to be present
at i hie inaugural meeting of t lie new Phvytopathological S-Miety.
held at Bost on ai ie l ime of thle meeting oft the Ameriran Asso-
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