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But wc twist net furthcr curtail aur Prate, for

clir subject is, nt the bcst, sufliciently unmnanagc-
ble wvithin Ille ilarrow limi as esîiý,i4 us. Mle

have ta do Kiot with a loase superstition Ilonting tir
the traditions ofa rude people, but wilîh a compli-
tated anti cumbrous toystem contained iii records,
for a single perusal of which a lifetimie would not
suturce. A. glance at the nature antiextcut of these
records tvill throw ilit upon tire bubject itsclf.

Tire Sanscrit, iii wlîîch thc sacrcd books of the
Brahimans are contatned, w-as once the niother
tong«ue of nations that dwell on tire banks of thc
Ganges; but il is ne Ionger a living language. lut
tire exaggerated panegyrics of the east, ilt ir stylet!
Il the langiage of the celestiats ;' andi even the
niat plimait of Lutropean critics acknotvledgct it
te bie crie of the richest, mnt bai-menions, andi M-e
fincd ilic helirld. As atrcady hinteti, ibese
&triplures are prodigiously v'oluminous. They
conta.ln not mecly a revelatica of gotis who num-
ber huntiretis of millions ; an eccount of Il pro-
duction of the universe, stretching oiver millionb of
years; andi a ritual of wvcrship andi inie of lire,
dercending In a thousanti trîies ; but lhey present
a pretentiet history, stretching- over millions of
years ; cad relating the adventures of he7oes who
flourished thousantis of ages before the Nosaic
chronology begins; a code of laws which prcscribes
'with minutcness evcry act of every inidividual in e-
ery imaginable variety of circumatiances; a body
of literature i tvhich are includeti potins a lîun.
dreti-fül longer than the Eneiti of Virgil : and nnt
merci>' tire elements of ail sciences, but a revealeil
application of thse principles of science andi art, go-
ing devra te details cf infinitismal rninuteness.
These %vritings, collectively styleti, the "1Great
Shastres," are of variuns degi-ces cf sacredness and
authorit>'. They are divided into tour classes:
1. The four Vedas-he fountain-hekil of tiretvlole
systern. Tise> occupy eleven huge folio volumes;
and are sniti to bave corne along wvith tise tii-st man
frein the mouth of Brahmi. 2. The Upa Vedas,
which -vere delivere t 1 mankinti b> thse gods,
anti which trcat cf medicine, music, architecture,
andi the nscchanical arts. 3. T'he Ved-.,fngut,
writtcn by inspireti saints, :anti vvhich tient of as.
tronomy, grammar, andi religious rites and incanta-
tions. 4. The Up-ilngus, coc.aining the pavanas,

a seriesrof sacred poeins, treatises on logic andi
mnei*physics

These seriptîtres cannot cerne dureetly inb con-
tact with the public rain te an>' great extent ; yet
indircctly they lay a censtraining grasp upon cvcry
action, anti alrnost eci-y thought. Tire graver
portions of thema are rcited iu thse discourses cf tise
pilests. Those wvhich relate te thse direction of lite,
snd the ceremories cf religion, are tauigis practi.
cally te chilitren, front their carlicat yeams Andi
thse monstrous fables vvhich compose their litera-

grfcd lipon the tratiitionarvhistor cf t. Patrick,
,who extilpteti snakes in- his a opte<l ntry>.
Again crsinig the channel it finats dowM in the
traition of Englanti, titi nt last it makes il% ap-
pearance npon the stage, in the Chrisinais pati-
mime, Ilthse Drazon of WVantiey."1 The last arnd
lovrcst insidt cf the glanions trutis wich isuman
depravit>' dittorts iu the saine apirit, aus when it
eliangea the glosy of Goti intoan image litre to cor-
rupstible rim.

turc, furnisîs to tire grown childrcn cf Biahma on te tlIii£h ilie> have impiously suecectict. Thcy
enterteininent sînsilar te that wlîieh tire childhond 1 iti net like te retain %ie kno-tvledige of Ço<l in lî*is
of otlier lands derive front the Il istory of Jack, h oliinrss, as the livait-starclîiîîg witncss, Ille rigiste.
tire Giaîît-kilIcr."1 Amnrst tire sceties %çhicit eus ruter,tlîc inflexible judige. Tlîey stripped theit
strîke a strutiger iii ladin, a re tire groaîpý uo' swar- conception of Ilim cf ail moral atti-ibutes; but
tlîy natives gatliereti cf ait cvcîîiîg acoillti elle or tliat Nvas net enlouil-a guilty conscience coulai net
tire most isistriiettcd cf îlîeir number, as lie rendis or i-est tilt tlîey Lad persuadcd theruelves, that the
rectes one cf the sar-c penms îhich ecceunt tire cye, ali-secing, thougis unseen, wais eloseil in Ile
Icwd, citnel, or fooli!ah, exploits cf tIse golfs tlîey deptils ofa u npcrttnrbabl"- slumber. Thait ichicis
ivoislîîp. WiVatever of more clevaed thouglit in titis system God-hating ian has done, God-
tire inay appear about thse systemn te the maszes ofi hating- mari tirer>' whlîre is irying to (Io. B ralias
lire people, t ts ouly a fout andi degîading idolaîv. is Ile pi-cut sperulation cf modern rationalisai full

Thse difliculty cf ccnveying a correct inîpiesion blowis. B-alimanismn exlîibits tbrougliout, tIlle ripe
cf llinduisni %viithin a brief ccrnpass vv-lU be per- fruits cf oui- lîihest plîilosophy l titis lUthi cen-'
ceiveut. Ail thant cair be altempted in this sketchi tur>'. A faitlîful examination of the tcîîdencies cf

isa-li uutine cf the theoryof God and tireuniverse, tlîat philosophy, andi of tie results ini tlîat mythe-
wii for-us tLe basis cf il, ndi of tire doctrines legy, woulti ]cave a settled convicticn, thlia if the
irbicli give chai-acter te tire %itaile. Those whît obstacle of a despiseti Hatb wcre removeti, ibie
arc farniliar ivith il onty as a systemr cf idolatry.* in v.oi-ld'à %visdorn îould at once bie in full careri
whicli objects cf îvoiship are multiplieti iithout toW-.irds tliet darkening of tire foolibl ain mmd wch
cuti, ililibe surprised te ]Cama tlîat ut Ille foundation Changes the incorruptible "o into an image matie
cf thre v-lîole lies the belief in a universal self- liket te corruptible man. Pantliei5m îvhirl now

cxistiug spirit, tise founitain of ail ether existences. lorifies itef as ratiOnal, Nvoutti soon ci-ct its
Sucli is tire fael-net thatIltle Hindu recognises the citai-s on ail iih place; anti tiiose %vit now crnm-

eue-living anti truc God, as the abject or love anti plement tbemselvcs as piicts cf nature, Nvoutd
svoisip 0but the practical athcism of tire humant fiiîd successors iit leg-itirnate descent, whlo -would

heart strenguhlens ilself in the spectilative ack-now- dip lhiser hands iu the blondi cf bhain becats beote
Ictigment cf a First Cause whlich retains ne tou- the grimt image cf embcdi-d hists.
tinti ovcrsighlt cf the universe. Thiis principle, Tire universe is tire ultimate resuIt cf a volition
kuown by tise appellation B.î,,(net frlima,of of I3-ahrn, but tlie simple rnjesty of a creatîvo
%vhom we shahi aftcrsvards speak..) is reveatect as fiat, is net to lie looketi for amcug- tLe gross concep-
lhe self.exislenI One, nt cily as exrlnding the idea tions tire Vedac. lit fact, accordinz te thre

cf u>'othr Gd; ut Isens xcîtiîg te Ptu$' Brahaîms, creation linthe pi-oper sense, is impos-
bility cf arly other existence. Ilis, or ratlier, il sible. Front nothiîîg cornes uothing, is un un-
prinsary staIe, is eue cf utter inaction anti ucon- ilbe maxim cf their system. Titere is but one
sýciousjness, ivita ie absence of aIl qiîaîitics or attri- i-cal existence, anti tisat is Blahm; lle vieible uni-
bjiles. AfIer tIlle lapse ct ages upon ages, titis one verse is cemposeti of variations in thse mode of thre
spirit is describcd as awaking Io consci*ousncss, duî'incexislcnte. ýpirit is the zole existing Ersence,
nîd breaking the universat silence by the utc nce,tIeeineofii-snsetsectr-yotib

.Brahm is.'> Ile 15 uow rcpi-csentcd as endatved standing. Upon thtis fondamental principle a numt-
witîî seine of the plîysiccl at-ibutes cf Dcity ; but ber ot iseories cf thse uiiivcrsc as sciemes cf ces-
even lu thait state cf periodical eueriry, Ibcrt is nlot mogony are ercreet, the ehief cf whvlsi we Sisal!
founti tise sliglitesi trace cf cuiy moral quality. Il cndcavouri to cxhibit lu bii. The fii-st cf thiemr
is mcrcly c powrci svhich rnay serve as c First ilh suggest Io oui- reaulers -%eho are fawiir %Nith
Cause Io eccotint for tLe existence cf univci-se. vietapiysiral studies, that it -woulti almoît seemn a»
rinmeiitely on *awcking to ccnsciotisncss, titis îheîîgh phiîoohecrs of the itteal sciseols Il-d solngh't
bliig ivas dissatisfied witli solitudle; anti thse cesire snrreptitiously ta gaini a repuiation for profounti
of an externat objl:ct cf contemplation led ii te) anti original spcuaIýtion, by pitfei-ing llse ronceita
imagine a mode) cf Uic lîniverse, whiicis s-%as ulti-oflam ialo-e A rugfrvsisihi
matchy irealiseu by a preCess sve Shall tsseibe. followers have cudecavonreti Ie atone, by preeent-
Thsis pi-ccess is not a ecation; but e slew course ingto tire Brahmans, 11umie's Essny ouMit3cles,"
cf production wvhich Braisrn. l'y a volition, origi. %vhcrcsviti te combat tise missionacs cf thse cross.
natta, andi iien snk into tic di-camless repose of .Accordin.- te tbis theor>' the sout cf man lsae por-
Lis prima-y stte. Sticisa bcing cannct be anoais tion cf Brahrn, delutied ile a ceascioiîsress of a
ject cf love or fear. Such a belief rau hâive ne distinct anti indivitiuat existence. Its perception
influence ou tise leart .. tIlifé. It isnoitsrp-ising of external nature ls eutirel>' illusor>'; nothing mia-
therefore that îvhile tise Hiiîdu acknowiedges"44one teci-l really exists, it onl>' appears; to exist iu the
Brahrn without a secendi," tisere is not, in a lanti imipressions anti icleas cf tise deludeti soirt. Tie
%where thse monuments cf superstition elbois' oue exponders cf tisis tiseor>' ilustrate i b>' tise reflec-
anether, a siîigre cItarIto isswoishilp, or a 'temple tion of tise becs-ens anti cf surreaunding acencq'
to ]lis isonour. iu thse unriifflel lak-e; tise mirage of tise dcscrt, and

Il me' lie asked, *1 Anti is tisis lise i;hest con- he image ina cameraobscîira. Tisesenai ouvey
ception cf God, uvhich thousantis cf cuttis-atei Io us tise impressionof a i-catit>, butive L-noî themn
mintis, iabcrionsty applied for thrce thousand y*ars, :0 besliadosvs. Sis, sa>' ic>'ai-etUicphenomena
have been able Ioteca 11" Sticis an enquir>', ve cf ant externa) unis-cise. 1Mere ilitisive appear-
alprehenti, puits the case, toc favourably foi- human ances produced b>' tise operation of a certain divine
nature. It is not a conception in which thcy have energywsciicu wias separated fic Bmratu when lie
inquitingly sac det. Il la a daulening cf truzth, relipsed into the ia'o'îsioas-zstte. Ou- coadc-


