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Christian Church. After the resurrec-
tion the church advanced rapidly ini
numbers until to the Jewish persecu-
tions were added, those instigated by
the Roman Emperor, the ruler of the
world. No persecution, bowever, couid
stop the advance of Cbristianity, and
its adherents were so faithful to the
teachings of its Divine Founder that
many cut off their thumbs to disable
tbem for the service of the soldier, and
great numbers suffered death rather
than take up arms. But the years pass
by and at iast, on the throne of the
Empire, we see one who stands ready
to embrace Christianity. Some tbink
Constantine sincere in his motives ;
others believe he was actuated by policy,
as a great number of hib best and most
useful subjects were now Christians,
but whatever his motive it was a sad
,day for the early church when it was
patronized by one so bigh in power
that in returfi it must flot oniy yield up
its peace principies but adopt other
customs equally at variance with
Christ's teachings. 1 think we may
cail this the first fait of Christianity,
and giancing down the ages, aithough
many giorlous references arise at inter-
vals to, purify the church, yet through
it ail we see the armies of so-called
Christian nationE arrayed against each
other in mortal combat, and amid the
din of battie as muan strikes down his
fellow-man, we hear the war cry shouted,
ofien coupied with the narne of the
"9Prince of Peace." But through al
the centuries of conflict here and there
were littie companies of Christians, true
to the commands of Christ, but the
remnant was s0 smnail as to almnost
escape notice. Not until the rise of
Friends was the banner of peace again
heid aloft Io be seen of al men. We
are ail familiar with the sufferings the
Friends endured on account of their
peace principles, but I think fèw of us
realize how much our testimonies have
had to do with the growth of arbitra-
tion. When others have become dis-
couraged and yieided to what they
termed expediency, Friends have up-

held the banner of peace and arbitra-
tion alike in times of favor or disfavor.

We ail know the striking instances of
the superiority of arbitration over what
otherwise wouid have been war, which
the world has witnessed ir, the iast few
years ; and in view of it I think we have
nmuch to encourage us, and mnay our
Society be ever in the van of progress
in ail that will. inake the worid better,
until we may realize the blessed reality
of the woirds: 1'Peacc on earth, good
wiIl toward men."

LYDiA. J. MosHuR.

IN HOPES 0F A RESURRECTION

Tliy leaves are gone, ah, uiaple tice,
Eu~h widenivg branch is stripped and bare;

Andi like a thing that!s stuicken bard
By cruel death-hou staaC.sýt tbere;

Keep u z thy heait, ai', mapie tree,
Thro' ail the wintet'à grief and parn,

A splendid spting shall corne to thee
And grecs thy crest with leaves *ain.

Whpre are thy lesves ? L-, tire they ucit
The blanket that the Lird pravides ?

Tbey maire the thick and cosy cot
In wbich each heipiess cmature bide#.

The littie creeping bugs and beaets
Cieep in bencath that shelter warm;

Thse hariesa toad fluds shelter there ;
Tkwy keep thse tender graus fiat» hait».

Thou sbeddest &il thy splendid crown
To save them tram thse arsow and ileet,

The tender cratures lay thein d3wn
And siuiwber sfely rounid thy feet.

Checir to cheek they cuddle deep.
They hear thse tenmpest o'cr theoe ring;

They close hteir eves snd go ta sieep.
White muroeuring: '-We're satc tii! spring."

A"d thou t»y soul-a ison lerr
Fiat» tree and toad, fiat» brancis and bag-.

Fînt» every littie heipiess thing
Which uleeps bcuesth tbat blanket snug;

Taat whers thse frost of D-ah divides
Thse leaves that tn tisy brar chcs clir g,

Rttnember thst the L,)rd provides
For thee, my %nul, e'efrnal storinc!

-TVie R7zan, Toronto Globe.

"Forms are as essential as bodies;
but to exait particular forms, to adhere
to one formn a moment it is outgrown, is
unreasonable, and it is alien to the
Spirit of Christ."-Emierson.
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