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NATURAL HISTORY.

THE DOVE,

This beautiful and gentle creature was
Belled, by the Ilebrews, ioneh, which sig-
sifies milydacss, gentleness, &e.  Parkhurst
W derives the Hebrew name from a rootwhich
Padnits the seuse of defenceless, and exposed
K {0 rapine and violence ; remarkable charac-
R 1ctistics of this lovely bird, and which are
daccordingly noticed by some of the ancient
B pocts,
3- ‘The dove, which is used in scriptuve as the
Fryibol of simpheity, innocence, and fidelity,
fffuruishes the sacred wiiters with many beau-
Hiful allusions.  From the carliest tunes, it
Yappears to have been offered in sacrifice,
B (Gen. xv. §) ; aud in the Mosaic ttual it is
repeatedly presenbed for this use.
¥ The doveis universally &dmitted to b
oneof the most brantiful objects in natura,
L The brilliancy of her plumage, the splendor
Rol her eye, the innocence of her look, the
Bexcellence of herdispositions, and the purity
gof her wanuers, have been the theme of ad-
guiration aud praise in every age.  To the
Bsnowy whiteness of ber wings, aud the rich
Rgolden hues wheh adorn her neck, the in-
Rsoired Psalwist has been thought to allude
Rin taese eleguat strains: ¢ Though ye have
Rlica among the puts, yet ye shall be as the
gvings of a dove, covered with silver, and
Rlerteathers with yellow gold,” Psaln Ixvilir
413. Various explanations have been given
Mol thispassage.  Dr Earris after having re-
gmarked that the whole of the psalm appears
fto be a triumphal ‘ode for success in battle,
Risquires howis it possible that the persons
who bad, put to flight these kincs, and had
Biaken the spoil home to thewr famihes, should
lic amony the pots! Ilow should these
#soldivrs suffer such disgrace, and that at the
very time when tiey enjoy the victery 1—
his is inconceivable ; but if we recollect
fihat the siandgrd of the dove was used asa
Rrilitary ensign, and suppose it to be atluded
o here, then we have an entirely distinet
Mew of the article, and way understand 1t
Becordingly @ ]
d That the dove was a mililary ensign,
pay be gathered from the history in the
hronicon Samaritanvm, where we read
it ¢ the Romans placed a pigeon [or dove]

on Mount Gerizitn, to hinder them from
going thither to woiship with treops.  Some
Samaritaus attempted to go up ; but the
bird discovered them, and cned out, T%e
fledrews ! The guards awohe, and slew
those who were conung up.” Understand
Pzee o military sentiy and ensign, and ‘the
cove’ becomes intelligible at once.

Toe paleness of the kings, who accom-
pawied this bauner, is extremely character-
1stic of their appearance when they saw their
sacyed emblem cast down, and trampled on
by the Israelites ; or, if they themselves, in
theiv haste cast it down, that they might tlee
the more swiftly, die shawe is equal.

These and other consideratiuns lead to the
conclusion, 1st.that the dove was certamly
used as a military ensign, and 2dly, that as
the Assyrians were emiuent and ancient
worshippers of the dove, it might be suppused
to be nppropriately their banner or standard
This will authorise a translation of several
passages of scripture different from our pre-
sent public version.

Jeremiah speaking of the ravages which
would be committedin Judea by Nebuchad-
nezzar, says, * The land isdesvlate because
of the ficrceness of the dove.” And agzain,
¢ Let us 70 to our own people, to avoid the
sword of the dove.” Each of these placesis
intelligible, by supposing that the hing of
thie Chuldeansis veferted to, who bore a dove
1n his eusigns, in memovy of Semiramis,

The manners of thie dove are as engaging
as her forin is elegant, and her plumage rich
and beautiful, She is the chusen emblem
of simplicity, gentleness, purity, and femi-
nine timidity. Qur blessed Lord alludes
with striking effect to her amiable temper,
in that well-known direction tv lusdisciples,
¢ Be ye wise as serpents, and harmless as
doves,” Matt. x. 18. Wisdom, without
simplicity, degenerates inte cunmng—sim-
plicity, without wisdom, into silmess :
umted, the one corrects the excess or sup-
pl es the defecis of the other, and both be-
come the objects of prase; but separated,
neither the wisdom of the serpent, nor the
simplicity of the dove, obta.ns in this pas-
sage the Saviour’s commendation, "The
character which is compounded of both
makes the nearest approach to the true
standard of Clristian excetlence. The wis-
dom of the serpent enables the Lelieverto
discern between geod and ewil, truth and
error, that, having proved all things, he may
hield fast that whiuh is good : the simplicity
of the dove renders im inofiunsive aud sin-
cere, that he may uot deceive nos injure s
neighbor. Such were the quahities which
the Saviour recommended to lus followers,
and his apostle wished the Rowaus to ob-
tam; ¢ Ip would have you wise anto that

which is good, and simple concerning evl.’
chap, xvi, 19, . '

It is supposed, tit in Pocless x0 2,
thete is an nllusion to the custem, so Juug
and extensively adopted, ofemplaying these
birds us couriers to carry tidings from one
place to another: ¢ Curse not the king, no,
ot in thy thought; anl curse not the rich
in thy bedchamber ; for » bird of the air
shallcarry the voice, and they which have
wings shull tell the matter)

In the New Testament, the dove isthe
choscn emblem of the Holy Spirit, who, in
the cconomy of grace, is not ouly the mes-
senger of peace and joy to s'mfu%’mcn, bat
also the author of those gentle and pence-
able dispositions of minds which characterise
m every partof the world, {he true believer
m Christ: The fruit of the Spirit is love,
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith [or fidelity], meekness, temper-
ance.’ Gal. v. 22.

Duriug the sicze of Samaria, by Ben-
hadad, king of Syria, we are informed (2
Kings vi. 25) that so pressing was thefamine,
an ass’s head was sold for foutscore piecesof
stlver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove’s
dung for five peices of silver, This, how-
ever, was not what its name would seem to
import, but a Lind of pulse or pea, which is
common in Judea, and towhich the Arabi-
ans give thisnamé, See 2 Sam. xvii, 28.

BIOGRAPHY.

DEMOSTHENES.

Demosthienes, the greatest arator of anti-
quity, was the son of an Athenian who ac-
quired grent wealth by manufacturing sword-
blades, and was born about 380 B. C.’
Having lost his father whena child, his
education was neglected, but at the age of
seventeon he determined to study eloquerice,
though hislungs werk weak, his pronuacia-
tion inarticulate, and his gestures awkward,
Butthese impediments he conquered by per-
severance, by declaiming ashe walked up
theside of steep hills, also on the sea-shore,
when the weather wasrough, and by puttin
pebblesin his ‘mouth. To acquire a goo
gesture heused to practise befcre a mirror ;
and to correct a bad habit of shrugging up
one of his shoulders, he placed a sharp-
pointed sword just over itin the place where
he stoed. Not being ready at first in
making extemporaneous harangues, he stu-
died his orations' with care in a cave, on
which account his enemies used to say, they
smelt of the lamp. When he came into
public life, the encroachments of Phillip
of Macedon alarmed all the Grecian states, -
particularly Athens. He depicted the am- *
bitious designs of Phillip with sp much ef-
fect, that similar orations are.to this day
called Phullipics. 'When that monarch was
about to invade - Atticd, Domosthencs was _



