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wisdom. We may be acquainted with
the analfais and combinations of bodies,
with all that the subtelst chemistry
has unfolded, as well as the profoundest
geology has explored, and we may be
able to direct the discoveries of these
seiences to the most useful purposes,and
vet not passess  wisdom.  Wisdom is a-
nother thing than this. This may in-
deed lead usso faron our way to the
discovery of wisdom; for it may teach
us the existence of God; it may dis-
close to us his attributes; it may exalt
our conceptions of these sc that we may
be led to ery out at last, ¢ What is man
that thou art mindful of him, or the son
of man that thou shouldest visit him 2"—
but it may stop short of this, and it is not
true wistom itself.  The deepest skilled,
the most profoundly versaut, in these
sciences have not always been the pro-
foundest admirers of God or his attribu-
tes, or the most practically godly men.
LThe reverse has often been the ease.
Nor do the researches into mind any
more than matter constitute or conducet
us to true wisdom. These often rather
tend to confuse and perplex the mind;
they breed a haughty and sceptical spinit;
they lead away from wisdom, from the
trath itself, and hewilder the understand-
ing, “in wandering mazes lost.” ¢ The
depth saith it is not in mne.”

& The sea says. it isnot with me.” The
ocean possesses many a treasure. Fleets
have gone down in it, burying all their
wealth.  Age after age it has been ac-
cumulating " ils posessions, its treastures.
The spoils of ransacked continents and
kingdoms have been engulphed in it
« Barbaric pearl and gold” are there,
which man, thinking to enrich himself
therewith, has been obliged to relinquish
and see swallowedin the devouringdeep ;
aud he has gone down with them himscllf,
when he would have given them all to
save him from the drowning waters. The
caves of ocean conceal many a gem, ma-
ny a pearl, but not “the pearl of great
price” Divers go down into the depths
of ocean to feich ups these pearls, and
wealth is acquired in the traflic of them,
but wisdon: is not found by the most skil-
ful diver, the most successful pearl-fish-
er. Our friends, perhaps, bring home from
foreign climes the curions productions of
the sea, but did they ever find wisdom
there? Ask them when they lay out the
treasures whichave found onothershores,
the shells which other seas than ours
have washed, which carry with them the
sound of other tides than those which in-
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vade our beach, if they have found wis-
dom in all their scarch among those eu-
rious objeets of nature, and they will an-
swer—no. ¢ The sca says, it is not with
me.”  Though we could reach its most
fathomless depths, explore its remotest
shures, and examine all its productions,
we would not find wisdom there.

Or these words may mean that wis-
dom is not to be found in the traflic or
trade of the seas, in the riches which that
tralic yicelds, in all that merchandise ean
purchase or ships bring home.  We may
store our warchouses with the goodswhic
traflic has bonght. Our cities may be
erowded with such warchouses, and these
with all the wealth of Ind: thousands
of ships may expand their sails to the
winds, and may plongh cvery sea, and
const on every shore, but all this would
ot bring home wisdom. It is not a part
of such merchandise. It cannot be
gotten for gold, neither shall silver be
weighed for the price thereof ” But wis-
dom is * hid from the eyes of all living”
(21st verse), or, as the 13th verse has it,
% yeitheris it found in the land of the
siving;” and it is _kept close from the
fowls of the air.” There is a kind of wis-
dom which man can never discover in
this world, and which God retains to him-
self; his seeret counsels, or the myste-
ries both of'his own being and of his
works: this (rod has not revealed ; and
he will not veveal on this side of the
grave. 1le will not give an account of
himself. This we are taught is his glo-
ry: “itis the glovy of God to conceal a
thing.” This, then, is hid from man. No
one has ever understood, or can ever
understand, the mysteries of the Divine
nature ; underived, self-existent, eternal,
infinite, unseen, he besets us behind and
before, and lays his hand upon us: such
knowledge is too wondert'u& forus: it is
high, we cannot attain unto it. Clouds
and darkness surround him. e maketh
darkness his secr t place: his pavilion
round about him are dark waters and
thick clouds of the skies. And as his
being is thus shrouded in mystery,so are
his ways. The providence of God is of-
ten unintelligible to us. There is so
much of regularity as to allow us to act
with certainty in all the ordinary and
necessary business of life, but there is in
respect to many eventssuch uncertainty,
such irregqularity, as to bafile all compre-
hension, and to lead us to say: * how
unsearchable arc thy counsels, and thy
ways past finding out!” And here every
intellect is on ulevel, the most soaring
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