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*the best schoIarbhil) the world bas ever known was lavishly expended.
In heinstance of ouùf English Biblea t least h euti otgaiyn

.The Enýlish- Bible, ~ihether the versi'on be tliat ised by the Catholics
or th:e Protestants, approachés perfection in Iiterary style; although the
'a t ) 'zd ersion- the 'so-cal1ed King JaesBible-is generally

.&céded éeÉa liy Catholics, to be in numerous n'iinor details o
diction É6~iièwhàt sLip'erior -ta the so-calle 'd Douai version used by the
*Cefiolics th&e1ves. - Be that as i t nlay, the language uf either version
of thè Bible fu-hishes a convenient and reliable niodel of the Englisb
lan'-tiàge. A: conpetent critic has-said tha ifr one wvere to figure the
ývholé rae of En'lish prose style fn the form of an &rýh, one %would
put thètye of:the Bible as'it s keystone; and one would put it there,
-not only because it is tiie highest point *and culmination Of prose

wrtnbut also because it binds the wbole structure together.
*This remark is notably well considered. If ve-consider the arcb. thus

iand Ive sýhall have, on the one side, the writing which tends more
a nd more ta h coB'oquiàI, whicb, begin ning wvith -sucb finish and
exquisite vigor as Dryden crystallised in his inatchless productions,
~runs oýff into the sfack and hasty style of journalisin on the other side,
w 1e 'shial have -such more splendidly and artfully colored prose as
-Sir Thomas Browne's. or the ponderous tbotight of Dr. Johnson:.
degenerating in the hands of lesser men iflio p:.ecocity and pedaniTy.
1-us our linguistic arch would appear, w-ith the Bjible. for. its keystone-
'a_ keystone of pure gold. If %ve accept the Bible as a mode] of
Englisbi, we can fold our hands in the comfortable feeling that bere
at any rate, is ont~ question of literature settled for good; the standard
-of English prose style is the standard. of the Bible; tbat style so clear
anmd so noble that it seldomleavés any improvement ta be desir ed
Trhe conclusion ta be drawn is tbat thme literary student should 1nake
himself master of the Bible3 and the earlier in life h-e begins tlu do. so
the better it wilI be for hirm, The Bible, it is said, is assailed from
ail quarters. Its historic rredibility is impugned, its Propbecics
explained away; its miracles treated as nytbs; its inspiration reduced
to*th* level of poetic insigbt ; its distinctive doctrines coniroverted and
,deiiied. The reigning Pope has, lime and again, requested Catholics


