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‘the best scholarship the world has ever known was lavishly expended.
Tn ihe instance of out English Bibleat least, the result is most gratifying

“The Enollsh Bible, whether the version be that used by the Catholics
or the Proteatams, approaches perféction in literary style ; although the
“authorlzed” vemon——the so-called King James Bible—is generally
Concéded even by Catholics, to be in numerous minor details o

dlctlon SOmewhat superior to the so-called Douai version used by the
Caihiclics thernselveQ "Be that as it may, the lanouaae of either version
of the ‘Bible furnishes a convenient and reh@]e model of the English
lanouage A’ competent critic bas said that if one were to figure the
1vhole range of Eriglish prose style in the form of an ar<h, one would
put the style of the Bible as its keystone; and one would put it there,
‘not only because it is the hwhest point ‘and culmination of prose
-writing, but also because it binds the whole structure together.
“This remark is uotably well considered. If we consider the arch. thus
xmagmed we shall have, on the one side, the wrmnﬂ which tends more
and more to the’ co]loqulal, which, beginning with such finish and
e\qulsne w'or as Dryden cry:talhsed in his matchless productions,
Tuns off i mto the slack and ‘hasty style of journalism ; on the other side,
we shall have ‘such more splendldly and artfully co]ored prose as
Sir Thomas Browne’s, or the ponderous thought of Dr. johnson.
degenemmg in the hands of lesser men inio precocity and pedantry.
Thus our lznguzstlc arch would appear, with the Bible for. its l\eystone—-
a ke;slone of pure gold. 1F we accept the Bxble as a model of
Enf'hsh we can fold our hands in the comfortable feelmg that here
at any rate, is onc question ot literature settled for oood the st andard
-of English prose style is the standard of the Bible ; that style so clear
and so noble that it seldom leaves any improvement to-be desired

“I'he conclusion to be drawn is that the luerary student should make
‘himself master of the Bibie, and the earller in life he begms to do. so
the better it will b2 for him, The Blble, it is sald, is assalled from
all quarters. Its historic credibility is lmpucned its. prophecxea
e\plamed away ; its miracles treated as myths ; its inspiration reduced
to ‘the Iewel of poenc insight ; its dxstmcme doctrmes controverted and
demed The Teigning Pope has txme and ngam, requested (.:nhohcs



