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SKETCHES OF UANADIAN WILD BIRDS.

By W. L. Esrus, Liszower, Oxr.

THE BLUE DIRD.

This interesting and beautiful bird, our barbin-
gor of spring, ie one of the most welcome and
atirnotivo of all our feathered visitors, associated
as its appearanco is with the return of tho scason
when the trees put forth their leaves and blossoms
anow, and the earth is clothed with frosh verdure,
It is resident not only in all parts of Canada from
early spring until late in the autumn, but is also
found in most parts of the temperate woody
regions of North America. In tho Southern
Btatos it is o permanent resident, where its con-
stant warblings and innocent vivacity enliven the
dull days of their winter time, and during the
summer its gladsome lays may be heard at the
same time by the free and hardy pioneer in tho
backwoods of .Canada, and the poor freedman on
the cotlon plains of the south. As early as the
first days of March, though woods and fields may
still be covered deep with snow, and the water-
courses still be icebound, yet if the sun shines
bright and the temperature has rigen a few degrees
above the freezing point, thd pleasing notes of
the blue bird may be heard as it flies from wood
to wood, as if eager to announce that winter's
reign is about to olose, and give place to the
reviving epring, and that he is glad once more to
have his plumage fauned by the temperate
breezes of his nstive shores. The habits of the
blue bird are in many respects peouliar, for
though following in the track of pioneer, and de-
lighting to make its summer stay, and rear its
young in the newly-cut stumps of tho small
olearing of the back~oodsman, yet it does not
penetrate into the woods either in quest of
food or for nesting purposes; neither does
it remain in the old settlements unless pre-
caution is wused to provide boxes for its
nesting purposes ; neither does it alight and feed
upon the ground like the different species of
thrushes and sparrows, but in general captures
its inseot prey by a series of darting movements,
or gleans from the leaves and bark of trees, and
the seeds and grain that are procured from tall
stalks, or some elevations of the ground. Some-
times in pursuit of & wounded insect, which it is
pretty expert in capturing, it darts upon the earth,
but the moment it has secured its victim it rises
again to some perch. As thefood of the blue bird
is chiefly inseots and creeping creatures, whioch it
gathers from the bark or folinge of trees, or by
hovering over the fields, it will be noted that it is
one of the best allics of the agriculturist in his
contest with destructive inseots, and it should
therefore be protected and enconraged to take up
its sumamer residence near the abodes of man. In
order to do this, little houses, or something con-
taining cavities in which it oan form its nest,
should be placed in every garden and orchard, on
gomse elovated post, and care taken that cats and
birds of prey are not allowed to disturb them.
When thus protected, they will return to and
occupy the samo nesting-place year after year,
and their services can only be estimated by those
who have their cabbage and other vegetables and
fruits destroyed year after year by the ravages of
tho emaller kinds of butterflies and moths, While
the countryis still new, the blue bird finds plenty
of nesting-places in the hollows of stumps and

.the deserted nests of woodpeckers; but as these
places are destroyed in clearing the fields, if
suitable places are not provided in their stead it
forsakes its old haunts, follows the track of the
‘pioneer, and is seldom any more seen in the old
gettloments. One of the firat things which the
-+ blue bird proceeds to do, when the spring hag

fairly oponod, is to oxamine its nesting-place, and
if it has not becn disturbed, the femalo soon re-
peirs it, and commencos the duty of inoubation,
while the varied and pleasant warwio of hor beaa

tiful consort is constantly heard in the vicinity.
Sho begins to nost early in April, and will raiso
two or thres broods in the season. The first
clutoh generally numbess five, the oggs are of a
light blue colom ; and the nest is formed of strips
of bark, dry grass and hoir. Tho plumage of the
male on the upper parts is of a beautiful azure
blue colour, tho breast madder red, and the under
parts whitish. Tha livery of the fomala is similar-
ly marked, but her plumage is of a dull hue. In
length it is six inches.

CURRENT NEWS ITEMS.

——

Mg. Ep. Grey, of the 2nd conocession of Stanley,
hag a this year's lamb which will weigh 125 lbs,

Mz. Wu. Stivson, of Usborne, has sold his
farm, lot 14, concession 18, to Mr. G. F. Stinson,
Brockville, for $7,000.

Dgr. Haanwr, of New Bsltimore, Michigan, an
old Hullett teacher, recently bought his father's
farm, near Kinburn, for 86,000.

Four homing pigeons, which were rcleased at
Oakville, reached Strathroy, 100 miles distant, in
three hours and eighteen minutes.

Mg. Urtau McFaopen, of the 12th concession
of Grey, has flax growing on his farm which
measures over thirty-two inches in longth.

Msz. G. Brarosrorp, of North Exeter, has pur-
chased from Mr. P. MoPhillips 100 acres of land,
being lot 2, concession 1, Usborne, for 86,000 cash.

Maz. Saxuer Brook, of Usborne, near Winchel-
sea, has three ewe lambs all from one ewe, which
now weigh 100 pounds each, and the wool on
which will average six inohes in length.

Tue Huron Ezxpositor has been shown eome fall
wheat, grown near Seaforth, stalke of which
measured seven feet, and which, if properly
matured, will yield 50 bushels per acre.

Mz. Roperr Heron has sold his farm, the
south-east quarter of lot 15, in the 4th concession
of Dawn, containing fifty acres, to Mr. James
Hunter, who lives adjoining, for the sum of
£1,100 cash.

Sowe packages of Dominion $1 and $2 bills
were stolen from the Dominion Treasury recently
without being signed. They are now in cireula-
tion, of the following numbers: $1 bills from No.
505,001 to 505,600;.52 from No. 145,001 to
146,000; a second package of $2 from No.
155,001 to 156,000.

ON Tuesday, the 4th inst., Thomas Hunt, of
Elmirs, gave a mare troubled with heaves half g
pint of coal oil, in the bope of curing her of her
malady, but the medicine had the opposite effect

from what he desired, the animal dying in eight |y

minutes after the draught. The animal was
worth 860, ana :he coal oil five cents.

Mz. Jony MoDoweLL, of Roxboro’, MeKillop,
recently sold a four year old mare to Afr. John
Shipley, of Hullett, near Clinton, for the sum of
$240. This fine animal was sired by *<Old
Notherby.” Mr. MoDowell has since purchased
a three year old gelding from Mr. Joseph Evans,
of MoXKillop, to replace the one he sold, paying
therefor the sum of $200 cash, These sales show
that McKillop can hold its own with the best
of them in the matter of hoxse flesh, ’

Tag Stratford Beacon says :—** It is rather late
in the season now to speak of remedies for the
ourculio, which has of late years made succossful
plum oculture almost an impossbility in this
country, but in conversation with Mr. A. MoD.

Allen, of Goderich, nmost snccessful fruit grower,.

~ -

tho othor day, ho informed us that ho had com-
pletely conquored the ¢¢ Little Turk,” and his
romedy is worth recording,, In tho spring, as
soon a8 the blossoms form, ho sprays them with
Paris green, in the proportion of a teaspoonful to
a buckot of water, and about a pint to each tree,
This destroys tho curoulio at onco, and the trees

bear abundantly. Every one who Las & plum .

tree should lreep this for future referenve."”

Ox Tuesdey, the 4th inst., Mr. Frank Thomp-
son, of Mansfield, Olio, shipped a carlond of
splondid horses by Groat Western Railway, the
following being the persons of whom they were
purchased and the prices paid :—J. Shiploy,
Olinton, mare, $240; T. MoMichaol, Hullett,
yearling stallion weighing 1,200 lbs., and got by
*What's Wantea,” $250; Jas. Tremeor, Hullott,
two year old, $160; J. Mofiat, Goderich township,
three year old, 8190 ; G. T. McKay, three year
old, 3200; W. Laithwaite, Goderich township,
$180; J. Allinson, Clinton, $165; J. Jontles,
Kincardine, three, 3220, $190, and $200; Anthony

Taylor, Hullett, an unusually fine thres year old, - )

$280; T. Stanbury, Clinton, two year old, $200.

Tre Marquette Review says:—* A party of
twenty Scotchimen passed through the Portage last
week on their way home to Scotland. They had
been up west looking for land, but they found it
8o completely locked up and tho land regulations
so unsatisfactory that they became disgusted and
determined to return to their native land. The
Rov. Mr., Bell, of this place, met this party of
immigrants, aud when ho learned that they were
returning home he remonstrated with them, and
asked them why they did not squat until such
times as they conld make definite arrangemonts
for settlement. They became highly indignant
and felt insulted at this question, and said they
had not come out to the country to be squatters,
but came with the anticipation of being able to
procure farms without any trouble. The narty

was possessed of considerable wealth, anc was
prepared to engage in farming operations exten-
sively. There are many more immigrants in the
west who will also retrace their steps if a more
settled land policy is not made at once.”

GanaDIAN FARMING:

AN ENCYCLOPZEDIA OF AGRICULTURE BY
PRACTICAL FARMERS.

Full Cloth Binding. 436 pp. Nearly Three Hundred Illus-
trations. Only $1.50. Worth Double the Money.

The undersigned announces the publication of Vol. 1. of the * Ontario
Agneultural Commissica Report,” which is a coudensation of the facts .
as given at full lepgthin the five r g vol In this vol
complete in itself, will be found the results reached by the Commise
sioners; in fact, in its pages is given, in accessible form and conve-
oiently arranged for ready reference the cream of what is contained in
nearly threc thousand pages. .

A glance at the table of contents will at once shew that this book
cuvers 2 wide range of topics—all of exceeding interest 1, the farmes.
dairyman, live stock dealer, fruit grower, bee keeper, ga dener, ete, -

¢ following subject« a-e treated 1n detail, wiz:=- Frat cultuze; for-
estry and agnculture ; insccts, injuricus and beneficial ; insectivorous
birds . bee keeping . poultry an €ggs , general farmung ; dairyip
horse breeding : 3alt in connection with agriculture + :m'xgcial manures,
special crops—including flax, tobacco, sand hum; agricultural
education and farm accounts : meteorology ; the Muskoka district 3
diseases of stock , stock laws and mizutes of the several mectings of the
Commission. The whole forming 2 work

g

Indispensable to every Farmer, and which only re.
quires to be seen to be appreciated.

The London ** Advertiser,"in noticing the book, says :—** So specific
are many of the details entered into that each chapter may almost be
considered a text-book or hand-book on the icular subject concern-
iog whxlclh it smbt‘sbe i lspyg_fusdy il unr;led, and the eagrav.
ings will no coul useliul 10 guiding omany readers to adcax -
prehension of the text than they wonld othc¥wisc obtain,” er com

MAILED FREX TO ANY ADDRLSS ON ReceirT OF $i.50,

How to get this Book for a Nominal Price.

Cuzar CrLussiNG CoMBINATION,

Subscribers to the RURAL CANADIAN paying $t.50 to an age
remitting the same direct to this office, mplal Snlitlse 2 otthe é,::’:ﬁ:
one yearand a oop{ot CANADIAN FARMING 23 desr ibed above. The
paper alone is worth $1.00 per year. Tho paper ans book are clabbed
at this low rate 50 that our subscription list for thy RurAL CANADIAN
may in a few weeks be increased 10 20,000 names,

AGENTS WANTED everywhere, to make an inmediate canvass -

iberal inducements offered. “Apply to
C. BLACKETT ROBINSON, , - ;
. § JorpaN Stxxs, ToRoNTO. ‘?"bhf"‘f’ ’
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