
Tii L C ~ 1-2IRiSJ3V'LMI AIN .

Our Contrtbutore.

DR. l'ATrONS STORY OPAi' CItîîISTrî,

DY FFuDELIS.

Ia an age whichIs s pre-emincntiy ont of
luxury and self-indulgence', la whicb it ai-
Most stems as tifthe spirit oaiIl enduring
hardness II were dylng out, even among
those wbo regard themselves as I good
saldiers " ai Christ, f:i s refresislag ta fol.
loir the tbrillîagp thougb simple sîory ai
Clirtstian advenîure in whtch thal noble
missiotsary fiera, Dr. Paton, bas recorded
tht toils and vicissitudes, tht successes and
dtfeats, the perdls and halrbreadîh escapes
ai bis devoted labors on twa srnall Islands
ai the Soutisera Sma As a stary af adven-
ture, pure ansd simple, It is full ai fascination
ta tht most carehess reader, but as a record
oi a work o ai t anad love, tollowing with
apostaiic fidelitise footsteps ai tise Lord
llamseif. it maiV el act as a "lGospel In
Large Capîtais "-ta use a phrase ai Dr.
Patos brnsei-wisereby aur ton prevaien:,
self-indulgent laxity mai, be rebuked, and
our love and zeal stimuiated ta follow sa la-
spirillg an exampie.

Tis book is sot Vet as wdely knawn as
it deserves ta be, and Dr. Paton bas sufer.
ed much (rom mlIsconceptiaus and misrc-
presentation, even in Canada. It may be
viel, theretore, for readers af iiTu
CANADJA PRES13VIERIAN ta have a: least as
outline ai its contents presented ta thcm.
Tht book opens with a description ai Dr.
Paîon3's eariy home, tht loviog mother, the
tender, salsîli,, noblc-hearîed faîber, as de.
lightial in their quais: simpliciti, as any
ai tht sketches ai Scottîsh hIle whicis have
ai ae became sa popuiar. Tise character
aitise scisoolmaster, 100, 5saliarsli, even
savage a dtsciplinarian, yet sa kind-beartcd
lu tise more ondnari, affairs ai hile, Is wel
sketched in, tisough we teel that his proies-
sionai severity, repellisg bis pupil tram bis
tltian iras no smal cross ta the studiaus
boy la bis etn, years. As narrow means
viere tise rule In thse pcor stncking-weaver's
home, John Paton, a: twetvt years aId, took
bis place attise loomn. Tis early acquaint-
ance wth manual wark, sot only a: tht
homne bu:t ntise harvest field, and wuth tht
Sappers and NMiners wbo vert making an
Qrdnance Survey aifDurnfriesshhre, iras hy
nomeans tbrows away, but stood himrn u
good stead whies lise needs ai bis mission ta
savage peoplie made sucS muitifations de-
mands an head and hands.

Aftcr bis briel educatianai experiences,
lncluding six weksattise Dumfries Academy,
John Paton iras fortusate enough ta bc
choses ta fil1 a position under a Rciormed
Preshyterian congregation in Glasgow, ln
which wie doîng acertaîn amnount aifnmission
wrk, be was ta have tise apportusity ai pro-
secuting bis studies artishe Fret Cisurcis
Normai Scminary. Of this openisg be
cagerly avaihed imself, and packiag bis
few worldly possessions, iscluding bis
Bible,1 int a buadle tied up la bis pocke:.
handfrenchiei, thse future apostie ai the
Newr Hebrides set out as an humblei way.
tarer an bis forti, mile walik [ram Tar.
thorwald ta Khmarsock, on bis irai ta
Glasgow, this fi rst oi mani, a weary pligrlm-
age bhtse saute mode ai travel. His aira
accoua: of bis leaviog home, and bis part.
Ing fronbis fatiser, misa escorted hsm for the
first six miles ai tiseirai,, is as touchung an
episode as ani, chronhcled from «1Tisrums I
or Il Drumtoc.ty." From it ire quote tise foi-
lowîng graphic passage .

"lFor tise ast half mile or sa ire waiked
os tagether lanairnost sabraken silence, my
father, as iras ofien bis custom, carrying hat
la band, while bis long flowlng vellow hair
then yelow, but in later years wunie as

snow) streamed like a girk's doua bts should-
ers. Bis lips kept movisg la suenDt prayers
for me, and bis tears fell fast whies aur eycs
met cacis othzr la looks for uhicis ail speech

was vain. We haited on rcacblsg the ap-
pointed pattîng place ; be grasped my iand
firrnly for a minute tru silence, and thes
solemuiy and affeclo.atey said . God
bieis ytiu, my son 1 Vaut îatber's God pros-
per Vou and keep yen front ail cviii1'.1Unable ta say mare, bis Ilps kcpt tmov-
ing lu slent prayer ; ln tears we embraced
and partcd. 1 ras off as fast as 1 couid, and,
when about ta turn a corner ln the rond
wherc be wouid lose slgbt of me, 1 laokcd
back asd saw hlmt stili standing, witb head
uncovercd, where 1Ihalld left hlm. Waving
my bat ln adieu, ! was round the corser and
out of sigbt ln an instant. But mv heart
was t0 uefl and srt ta carry me iutber,
sa I darted ino the side af tbe road and
wept for a tinte. Tisen, rlsing up cautiausiv,
1 climbed the dyke ta sec if bce yet stood
where 1 had teft hîm. and iusr at that mo-
ment 1 caugbt a glimpse of hinm climbng
the dyke and laoklng out for me 1 Ht did
not sec me, and aiter lbe bad pazed eageriy
ln my direcion for awhile, be gat down,
turned bis face towards home and begas ta
retura-his hcad sutluncavered, and bts
beart, I feit sure, stîli rising tn prayers for
me. 1 walcbed tbrougb blindlng tears
tili bis form faded ftmym gaze ; and then
hastening on my way. vowed dcepiy, and
ai,, by the heip aift.zod, ta live and act su
as neyer ta grieve or dishonor such a father
and mother as Ile had gives me. The ap-
pearance af my father whes we parted, bis
advlce, pravers and tears, the road, the
dyke, the cimbing up on it, and then waik-
ing away, head usi.overed, bave oiten, ofien,
ail thraugh hite, riscs vlvdty belore my
mind, and do so now whilc I arn wrting, as
if lt had becs but as haur aga. In my
carlier Vears partlcularly, when exposed ta
masi temprations, bis parting form rose be-
fore me as tbat af a guardian angel."

Sucb a pleture as tbis, which mght be in-
definitely multiplied front Scottish homes, is
a goad offset ta mucb of the exaggerated and
superficial outcry as ta Scottlsh religious
rlgldity and dourness af demneanour, and
vîvldly recalis the Immortal and truc ises
af Scotlaud's wayward but best belaved
bard -

Frcm scenes like these, auîd Scotia's grandeur
springs

That makes ber loved at home, revered abroad;
Princes and lords are but the breath ai kîngs,

An honest man's the noblest work ai(X.
As t bappcsed, when youag Paton

reached Glasgow for his final examînation
whicb was ta settle the matter, there was an-
other candidate whose claims were sa close-
ly matched with bis own, that tbe examîners
were greatly perplexed hawta decide. Fin-
aliy the matter was setticd by dividing the
work and the salary, a proposai acceptcd by
the yousg mes wba, if they suffcrcd in
pocket, gaised time for study by the arrange-
ment, and wbo worked together barmonlous-
ly without a single dispute durlng the whoic
period af their joint discharge of the dulies
af the mission. The comblned work and
study wcre, however, tue mucli for bath
yousg mes, and bath were cornpelied ta
give it up at the close' of the year. Young
Patan was more fortmate than bis compasi
ion, who neyer entirely recovercd, while be
was soan sa far restored by bis native air and
boine tendance, that bt was able ta get
back ta work, this timte as the teacher of a
small schoal at Girvas.

Having savcd the magnificent surn ai
Lrao for bis coilege cxpcnses, Jobn Patan
went tu Glasgow for bis first session ai the
university. ()f course, bis purse was empty
before the session closed, and he was on the
point af pawning bis books and leavinog
Glasgow ln search of wark when au oppar-
tunh¶y tsrned sp of seccnrng the latter as
teacher ai a mission scboal, lu wich be
scored bis first victory over brute force, by
subduing young roughs and bringing arder
out ai moral chaos. Indeed, be sa raised
the attendance and reptle af the sclsaol tbat
its managers, with little sesse ai ajstice,
thought fit ta supersedle the young mas ta
wbamt it owcd its prosperity, by a more ad-
vanced and accomplished master. It was a
sîgnificant testimony ta bis judiclaus ming-
ing of firmness and kindacss, that a presen-

tatian was made ta bim on leaving by saute
ofithevery yosng Ilrougbs " wbont be bad
subdued ino steady and attentive pupils.

ln the direct Home mission work ai tht
Glasgow City Mission, Mr. Paton wile go-
ing on witb bis college studies served bis
fail apprenticesbip for the Foreign field.

Wideiy di ferent as tbe city slums were
tram the Paclfic Island witblils naked sav-
ages, the work af îamlng rebellions bearts
was tise samie, and necded the sanie quali-
ties ai untiring lave, energy and patience,
which ln these Vears of bard wurk nt home
were sa greatly developed ani tralned. He
bad ta Ilendurebardness" ton, belng " pass-
Ing rlch on farty pounds a year," out ai
whicb pittasce the aiways dutiful sas saved
enougb ta mnterialiy asslst the gond father
asd mother at borne with thelr large family,
and aiso wlîb the graduaiIlIquidation af
an unjust, but unfortunately legai debt.
Wbes hc at last, ln spîte of tno littît oppo-
sition (rom good Christian iriends, bad ac-
cepted tbe position ai a missionary ta the
New Hebrîdes, bc counied it as Ilont ai
the purest inys " of thse time that hc was
able out of bis ndvan3ccd saiary ta scsd
home a sum sufficlent ta wipe out the last
penny af the unlust cdaim against bis be-
loved parents, ln cannectlon wth the noble
struggle they had made ln rearing so large a

f amily ln thornugis Scottish isdependenc.e."

AN IMPORZ'ANfI'OVBRZURE.

MR. EùîiiuR,-A tihe last meeting ai
Assembiy the tailawing overture tram Ithe
Synod af Manitoba and thse North-wcst
Territories was submnitted and discussed at
considerable lengtb ;

IWhcrcas the administrative wark of tise
Church tnvatving the raîsitig and expenditure
af moncy Is carried on by severai committees
and boards which, holding no statcd confer.
ences, act independently ai ane another; and
whcreas the General Assembly rccelving
and dealiog witb reports in succession is sot
thus in tihe best position ta give that wise
and effective direction ta the pollcy ai the
Chut ch whtch, wth its whole wark and re-
sources in vtew it migbt be expected ta nive:
and wbereas as tht ressit at Ibis mode ai
action the resaurces af the Cburch are apt
ta be cailed forth by the special activity and'
metbcds ai a particular committce or board
rather than by the comparative needs and
mertts af tbe respective branches of the
work as determined alter a wel-considered
view oi the whole situation hi, the Assernbly:
Naw, therefore, the Synod ai Manitoba and
the North-west Territoiles bumbli, avertures
the Venerable the Generai Assernbly ta take
these premîses loto cansideratton and ta
constitute a committec ln which the varions
committees and boards ai the Churcb should
bave representation, whose function it should
be ta take the wbole work lnto consideratian
and ta make sucb suggestions ta the Generai
Assembli, as mlght aid in greaier unity and
consisency ta the policy ai the Church, and
ta discisarge sucli other duties as the As.
sembly may prescribe.'l

Tise above averture was 5ubmitied os
motian ai mysciiseconded by Principal King,
tht terres ai aur motion helng that Ilthe
overture be rcceived and remitted ta a com-
mittet ta be appointed at this Assembly
which shali report ta scxt Assemhly."

Alter considerable discussion Dr. Warden,
not in any spirit ai snfriendiiness ta the
motion, but with a desire ta gel more rapily
and directly the mind ai the Cburch as the
matter, movcd an ameodmeor tisa: "tise
overture bce received and sent down ta Pres-
byttries ta reps)rt their opinions therean ta
next Assembli, ;" and, tht moios having
been withdrawn, this amendment became
the fanding ai the court on the subject. As
the overture Is saw on the way ta
Presbyteries, and as mazy ni tht breth-
res suggested ta me, as tise maver in As-
sembli,, tht advisabîlity af discussing the
questica in the Cliurch papers, 1 crave space
la your columus for some remarks upens h.

First. Ltt me say that tht avertute sot
beisg prloted and la the bands ai members
seemed, as we iadged irom the range ai the
debate, ta he considerabli, misunderstaod la
the Assemhly. This misuinderstanding was
due in part at least ta the fact that, tht aver-
turc was brought on by the Cormlutee an
Bis at the sanie tirne with certain avertures
from Western Presbyteries anent the salaries
ai maissionarles, and although totally differ-
ent in scopi and character, il beccarne con-
fused witb tbem during the debate. Tise
misuniderstasding may bave been due aise
ta the fact that, same charges as ta excessive

cost ai adrninistration ndter presenit methods
were made by ont ai the bretisren wiso bpoke
ln fayot of tht ave-ttute, thus givisg sthe de.
bate a tarai which the movers aituse over.
turc dld ot cootempiate and for which
stither they nortishe overture shouid ibe held
rcspossiblc. Aisather mIsconcept;on tif the
averture was present ln thtetutnd of the t m.
ber who sald tisat, It was unreasosable ta
tblnk that an ôuLride cammittee coîîhd give
tht Assembiy as safe and reliable Informa.
tion as the severai commîttees <hacgcc i ii
the carrving anaof the vations euttipss 01a
the Cburch. This misconception was
sîmpli, due ta iack of apportunity tû look
Into thec overture, for thse prinLlipaî îlsmag col].
templated Is sot as autside c.ommittec, but
oue composed af representattves tram al
the commîttees and boards indlcated, wises
information wouid bc oitained fîurît te
work and prajects af ail tise sepatate boules,
and wbosc advlce ta thse Assembli, wauid b.
the sait and reliabte advice ai men vrho gv
it wlth a full i vew of ail tht wark i th,
Cbuirchb ielore them.

In view ai the prevaient mlsunderstanc.
logs and misconceptfoos tise ahove rcmatiks
bave baecs made la tht direction afi i'dcai.
ing, somewbat negatively, what tise osclure
contemplates. Onu, a tew mare un
thse more positive side, hi, way ai Jeflau ijj
origin, scopie and character, casn be wrttîeu
at present.

First, It may be said that the overture,
which Is the outcame ai much thougîsî on
the part of a great Mani, wio bave thse pro.
foundest desire for tht weltare ai aur bc.
loved church, coantempiates a gtnttaý corn.
mittcc whose foctions shail be c itdisry.
Tise Idea in the mninds ai those supPorting
tht overture is that marc conbadnes could
bc lntroduced inta tht Church argan"Zàaaon
tbereby abtainiug greater uniîy and -ûbi%
encyin l Churcis polîci, and lessenicg the
danger ai frictian. Tht Cisurcli is cou-
stantly likened toauan rganized army, and
yet there are some respects ia wisîdîtue~
iikencss cauid bc made more reai wtt i bu.
fit te tht Cisurcli. It is not conugli for au
armoy ta have a field af operatians. If must
also have a definîte plan ai carnpaign carrned
out not hy thse colonels ai tise dificrent regi.
ratIs, tacts doisg whaî stemas riglâ ia bis
awn tyes, but rather bi, a commanding
officer and staff wbose sources ai informa-
tionsare more numerous, and whosc i;ew of
tht field Is more extensive than risat of a
single afficer, and Who conscquenîly Ca%
direct tht movernts Df each separate body
in the best Interests ai tise whole. Th.e
analogy, white it need sol bc undîiy pressed,
as apparent. If Is sot enougis for aur Cburch
to have a fied af operat7tous. It must hz,;t
a definîte plan oi campaign carrîcd outcoui
by the différent coaveners asd chairmenofi
the severat committees and boards whuse
reports are cossidered la succession and art
gcerally agreed ta hi, Asstn-biy vwlthzut
Immediate referesce ta their hcariug on
allier scbemes, but rather hi, saine gencrai
committet rcpresenting ail the rest, iris,
witb ider sources ai information and a
truer conspetus ai the wolk ai thse Cnsîcb
as a wliole, couid thse better advisc the
movements ai Asscmbiy la tht differeut
schemes. Tise estimates for ail thet irofa
tbe Churcis mgis:be considered by ibi
gencral comanîlîce belote tact Asstmiiîî,
Instead of by each2 committee separateIyau
a:t prescrnt. Tht Assemnbly would have a
greater feeling ai securityin 10pas5iag ttine
aiter tiscibad becs cossidered i bysucbsa
commitîce, and tht congregations ai tt'
Churcis wouîd sot be perplexcd hi, sbowers
afi udependent circulars and appeau.
throughou: tht year, white at the saine
lime tht spontaneîty af their giving woutu
be esnhance-d ratber than hndtttd. Mo
Parliamrent or Legislature would have aM
feeling ai securîtyin 15passing estîmates th"a
badi onu, heen considered by thet heads oi
departrnents separately,, sor wouîd tise
country led satisfied ta c'>n1Txîute t
amounts asked; but thse case is altered witu
tht estîmfates are known ta bave been cane-
fuily coasidered by tht whole L.abulct ta,
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