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NOTES PROU THE MJS-VON

The followlng is candensed tram a vcry
interestlng sketch written for the Mfanitoba
CollegJt'urnal by Mr. A.E. Camp:-

To begin witb let us notice the size and
extent of the field. Probab!y, ta bc as tiear-
ly correct as possible, one iglt say, it le
260 Miles In iengtb by four feet ciglit taches
wide, being the width of the railway track.

e. There are, as pou wilt note by the C.P.R.
timie table, nineteen stations on this division,
including fiag stations. At the majority of
these stations there are not more than from
six ta ten people and no human belngs near-
er thon across the great Lake Superior, with
the exception of perbaps a few scattered In-
dians. 01 these nineteen stations there are
six which are: realIV considcred of
some importanceby the people of this
ratiway division. Beginning at the west
end of the field the first place of Im-
portance Is Nepigon, whicb can boast of
men, woinen and chiidren about ioo, flot ln-
cluding the Indian r'iserve near the town
whicb must have nt least 2o0 sauls.

Nepigon ls wcll known as the most noted
fishing resort along the lakes, and ln suin-
mer ls thronged with tourists and pleasure
scekers tram every part of America. It is a
pretty ilitIe place and aimost every individ-
uial there wili, If pou talk long cnough, im-
press pan with the tact tbat they bave flot
been brought up ln the backwoods excludcd
trom ail soclety. The tittle tawn is situated
almost ln siglit of the point at whIcb the
Nepigon river empties loto the lake. There
are tbree stores ln the place lncludirig the
Hudson Bay post. Ontside af these the
population consists af railway emplopees and
fishermen. Nepigon is the only place I
tblnk, tram Port Arthur ta North Bay that
can baast a telephone service, and ot thîs
aIse the townspeople are very proud. They
have a comiortable littie log schooi house
here which le used by bath Methodlsts and
Presbyterians for religious services. It ls
fitted up very camfortably with a nIce organ
and makes a very pleasant place for worsbip.
They also have a Waman's club wblch
is affiliated with thc National Council
of Women, and which ls doing sanie
noble Christian and charitable work. The
workis on the whoie such as ta encourage us
in this littie summer resort at the mouth of
thc Nepigan river. We naw praceed east ta
Gravel river. At this point only the station
agent, section foreman, bis family and mcn
resîde, but they have had occasion lai*iy ta
keep a work train there owing ta a breaking
away of the roct. over and unide: the track
which tuas very closelp along the lake. The
presence of sonie tbirty or farty men who,
live in the car make it necessary ta hald ser-
vlces there occasianally, as it has aise at
some other points cf the raad. Some of
these mca are pretty rougb, and If there
were any attempt on the part cf the preacher
ta put It on a little, it wouid cost thes but
littie tbaucht ta make it very uncomfortable
for hlm. But ane souri finds that under the
reugb exteriar tbey have warm buman
bearts and are susceptible ta ttie appeal of
thc simple truth af thc love af God ta mien
who are gîven capabilities of responding ta
its manifestation.

We pass-on ta Rorsport. Ifere we find
6o ta 7, people, abaut balfaof them Roman
Oatboiics, and flot cf the least bigoted ciass
cUbher. Between the Methodistsannd Pres.
byterians we manage te bald* services evcry
Wednesday evcniing, ln a building, ,nhich
during the days cf construction was erectcd
for ajail. Since then, however, it bas been
fitted up for a school, wbicb was malntained
for a white, but which bas lateiy faien
tbrough, the peole feeling theniselves tee
iew ln number te support it. This Js anc cf
the greatest drawbackrs te pecple in several
oftthe places along this line,.tbere being
cbildrcn that are growing up witbout any
means of educatian on account of tbe iack af
sufficient population ta support scbools.

On aut way east we corne next te
Schreiber, a raiiway, town Of sOmèe400 ia-
habitants, nestiing ln -a littie nook ia the
mounitains ana rocks, about a mile tram tlîe
lake shore. Scbrelber being a divisional
point on the C. P. R-, the shops are iocated
at this -place as alsa the residemces of theý
divilsienal superîntendent, raa masters for
the lineè bath east and, west, locýomative> fore-l

THE CANADA 1'RESBYTERIAN.

mn, conductdrs, firemen, brakemen, ec.
There are fout churches at this paint, Ro-
man Catboîic, Anglican, Methodist and
Preshyterlan, aIl but the last named havifig
resîdeat pastots, tbougb the Preshyterians
are the strongrtst numericaîip. We bave a
beautiuiiy fini sbcd cburch, well futnisbcd
and wîtb a goad argan), etc., and a seating
capacity of about 75.

As a monument ta tht memery o! thc
Rev. Wmn. Nely, wbose sad deatb by
drowning in Lake Superior wiii b sîil fresh
lu the minds af Uic Presbyterians o! the
West, there s a splendid public hall, with
llbraty, reading roorn, bath raems and bar-
ber sbop, for the convenience o! airoad
men ; and th, rcading roorn is supplied with
many of the ieading papers and periodîcals
of tht day. Thtelbrary bas a great manp
of the best books on science, phiiasopby and
history as wcIl as samne ai the very best fic-
tion-haoks of a good heaitbv moral tant.
The erectien of this building was due selely
ta the bard work and earnst effors af the
Rev. Wmn. Neeily, a large ail painting cf
whamn bas bten pinced lu the reading room
ai the Institute. I mnight sap bere that the
people cf Schreibcr aimast worship the
memor? of Mr. Necîly, and 1 helieve sa far
as is permîssibîetat worslip tht memnory o!
àny, they may well do se. Severai ai the
locomotive engineers owe it ta the kindus
cf that noble mian that they bave sufficient
educatian ta enabie tbem ta take charge of
the responsible duties that are committed te
theni.

As te spiritual matters 1 hnrdfy know
wbat ta Say. Tht people are anything but
bypocritical, but it is aimost Impossible ta
get any expression as ta their attitude ta
Christian trutb, cxcept that on Sabbath even-
ings the church Is crowded witb worshippers.
Tht membership la verv smaîl campared
with the numbers that declare theniselves te
ho Presbyterians, but tbis may bc partlp ac-
counted for by the tact that bcbng rnilway
men, many expect t#e be transferred ta other
places, and hesitate te unite witb the churcb
lu any place at presont. Tht Sabha:bs are
very mucb broken up here, and when men
ougbt ta be attending the bouse et Gad, as
we believe, they have te he ont on tht road,
and bence tht attendance ai tht sani n-
dividu aIs is very Itregniar. When will there
bc a better understanding as te Snhbath
observance, or wben wiii the Sabbatb iaw
whIcb we. claim ta aîready bave, hc hetter
entorced ? I must sap that there arc sanie
encouragements la the work here, and an
tht wbolc 1: is a quiet, moral place, and tht
people extremely kind-hearted. We boid
services here fortnightly ; twice an Sabbath,
and 1 also take the Sunday schoal on tht
Sunday tha: services are beld. On tht
aiternate Sabbatbs the Metbodists and
Anglicans bold service In their respective
churcbes: and anc of these Sahha:bs wt are
conductIng service at other points on thteline
of the C. P. R. whasc offictis arc very kind
Ia furnising fret tran-sportation up and
dawn the Une on this division. Since com-
Ing bore we bave succeeded la atganizing a
Young People's Society whlcb s getting
along very nicely se far, though peung peo-
ple are met very plentiful ; that lu, the peo-
pic are nearly aIl married. Tht public
school at Schreiber s irst class wmîb an at-
tendance of about fifty.

Wo now proceed east ta jack Fish, sIt-
uated on Jack Fish Bnp. Here are twa
gangs ai section men, a station agent and
half a dozen bridg carpenters who live in
twa cars and make ibis their headquarters.
Here services are held fortnlgb:iy, generally
In tht station bouse.

The next haIt is Middlcton. Here are
two, familles, ene Anglican and ont Presby-
terf au. Raid services bero occnsionallp.
The nextIis Port Caldwell, where are ibret
familles cf ishermen hosides severai sLigle
men, a ftw famllesaf aiteàd men, and
another bridge gang. This Is quite

aimortant place and we manage ta bold
serviesbre weekly though only once a

manth on the Sabhatb.
Proceedlng cnst*ard we came ta Penin-

sula, witb two familles, and Heron Bnp,
neariy ail Roman Catbolic. Trudeau witb
about tbretet four people. Montezambert,
a Hudsan's Bnvpopst, with about twenty-fivc
people. Bremner camtes next. Whit River
bas a population cf 8e. C. P. R. Raund
Hanse Is bore, alsa store, hotel, goad scbooî
and church, built as a union, En wbich the
PresbyteriaDs are allowed te preach, Cam
only get bere about conce a montb. They
have a good school tencher, wbe is a Pres-
bytetan and a consIderablo heîp te the
causeothere. l h.eser emnso

White River ste atrtrmnso
the Schreiber division.'Peopte bore are rail-
wap people aid are extirmelp khin.

Now enough as te detail ; manp af tht
general cbaractetistics of the field can be
gained front ibis talk about some of tbelead.
ing.places ; muéh more could bc givea did
dime permit.

OONDUCTICI)ny A bMEUBER OP VIS GREIIRAL
ASSEIIDLY'8 cObmiMIIE.

Al YOUNG jfÀ.'S FRIEND.

Forty generations ai students wil mourfi
the departure of the Rev. Dr. Reid. To haw
many of tbem was be their flrst friend when
tbey came as strangers te the city. He
knew them ait, and by naine. His home
was wide open ta tbem. In the distribution,
for many a yent, af Sabbatb appointments,
ln counsel about thelr mission fields and
wark, and in thase partikuiariy memorabie
Interviews la bis office after the announce-
ments ai scbolarships and bursaries, he took
a fatherly pleasure. It was a benediction
ta have ta de wltbhM, so humble was he,
se sincere and direct, se unselfish, so wholly
given ta bis Mlaster's work. The secret af
that beautitul character and Ille is told in
bis favorite passages, read at bis funeral.
It Is on sucb food that the young map hope
ta ripcn aftei. bis sort :-Psaims xxiii. 51
Acts iv. 12 ; i. Mm. 1.i. 1; Joel IL. 32 ;I
John i. 7.

THE NEWV AGENT.

This Depertment extends a hearty wel.
came ta Rev. Dr. Warden as Dr. Reld's
successar. Dr. Warden là; a thorough-going
man of affairs. The Churcb's money and
the Churcb's Interests are safe in bis bands.
AIl tbat a keen business Instinct, uatiring
energy, long experience, and thorough famil-
iarity witb the Church's work can do, wili be
donc. We tee sure that be wilbe bappy ta
make the acquaintance ai the Young Peo-
pie's Socicties bp large contributions frram
tbcm ta the Schemes et the Cburcb. We
look confid ntly te the n3w Agent tealad in
developing and systematizIng the giving cf
the Young people.

THE SPIRITUAL SiDr.

A Churcb Young Peopie's Society is at
its best when the strictly spiritual ldea miles.
Indeed, it Is usually its ene chance cf mare
than a mere ephemeral existence. Sucb
was the experience ai the Society dcscribed
by Rev. R. Haddow, B.A., in a recent Knox
Coilege M.'nitly. IlWe began as a literary
saciety cf the common type. Essays, read-
lngsà sangs, and usualiy Ineffective attempts
at debates, formed the staple cf aur pro-
grammes. We badlsanie idea that by this
sort of tbing we migbt improve the minds
at our young people, provide a pleasant re-
sort on anc evening cf the week for sanie
wbe had ne better place ta go'-te, and,
perbaps, attract and iaterest la the Churcb
some wbom we were anxious ta influence for
good. la regard ta this last am, we re.-og.
nized tbat the Cburcb cannection tormed
through the Intermediate link cf a literary
society would neccssarlly be somewhat baose
and shaky, but we boped tbat opportunity
might be afforded af getting a firmer grip.
Our expectations in these respects were neot
entirely, but ln large measure, dlsappointed.
If we bad tried ta maintain aur association
upon its original hasts, it would have died
an aur bauds; and, daubtless, It wauld bave
deserved fIs fate. Fartunateiy, we saw in
tîme that, in order te preserve it alive, we
must make it better wortb prescrving.' By
a Il pracess af evalution " la whlch " much
wvas gatbered fram the environmieat of the
Christian Endeavor " it became, what it bas
been for the last four or five years, a Y.P.-A.,
without a pledge, and wlth meetings of four
sorts, literary, devotianal, social and mis-
sienary. Ia this form it bas worked well.

What botter motte for the committees cf
our Sacitties thon that cf tbe Christian En-
deavor, the British natlanal argan et the
Y.P.S.C.E., Il 1a labors marc ahundant 1",
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(A ,ce'iew or the hiisîory of- aur own denomination sug-
Reited.)

Dr. Grgg's I Short Wistnry of the Pres-
byteriaâ Churcb in Canada" s sa clear In
its style, so concise In its presentatian ai
iacts, sa methodical in its arrangement af
theai, sa reliabie in its description ai scones
and eveots, sa lnteresting in its narration of
the changes thraugh wbich the Cburch bas
passed snce it was planted on these shores,
that we canna: make a better use efthiis
Part af the columu than ta advise the young
people af aur denomination, in Canada, ta
make themnsclves famitmar with It. Wbat-
ever bas any real bearing upan the risc and
progress of Presbyterianism in this Domin-
Ion can bc found there and for that reasan
we shali not attempt ta give a review cf the
history of aur ewn Church.

The subject ai ioyaiîy ta aur awn Churcb
is very timmay just now. lu these days ai
Interdcnomjnational teliowsbip, when repre-
sentatives of the variaus churches meet
together ta discuss abjects which they have
ln comman, there Is a possibility of forget-
ting the very things wbicb have made aur
awn denamination what it is. Wc shauld
not ovcrlook the tact that wc beiong teaa
great Church, that it bas certain articles of
faith te whlcb it bas clung Vary tenacioasly,
and througb whtcb, under Gad, it bas risen
ta the honored place wbicb it occupies ta-
dap.

But even il we are loyal ta aur own
churcb It dots flot toliow that wc sbould be-
littie others, or that wc should loak witb
contcmpt upon the wark that they are
doing, or that wc shauld regard them as
ignorant because thep do net interpret cer-
tain portions of the Bible as we do, or that
wc sbould think thcm prejudiced because
tbey do nat sec the truth as we sec It. Thero
are people wha appear ta think that the hest
wap of sbowing their ioyalty ta their own
church s by sneerfng at others, but it need
hardiy be sald that tbep are utterly mistaken.

Again wo can be trulp loyal ta aur own
Church while wc fraternize witb athers.
There are many thfngs in wbich the churches
may, and shouid, co-eperate. They sbould
stand shoulder te shunîder in resîsting en-
craachments r.pon the sanctity of the Sab-
bath; thcp sbould atrch side by side ta
meet the forces of the liquor traffic ; thty
map meet together ta deliberate upon the
best mcthods cf conducting Sabbath school
work, and thep niap have sweet fellawship
during the Il week of prayer." But wbile
we join with aur bretbrcn ln these, and other
ways, wu do flot consider that wc are dis-
loyal ta our awn.

What arc some af the waps ln wbtcb we
can show caur loyaity ta aur own cburcb ?
It mny be announced that a certain dstin-
guished singer, whom wc wculd like ta hear,
will sing in a certain churcb at a certain
service. There is na such attraction, that
day, la aur owa churcb-nothing but a plain
service for the worsbip of Almibty Gad. If
then we go tç hear the renowned vacalist la
another churcb can wec daima that we are
loyal ta caur own ?

Again, if sanie ai aur friends should bc
se thoughtless as te make arrangements for
a Party on the night appointed for the prayer
meeting and J1 Uiep invited us to it, could
we coasider ourselves loaa ta our churcb if
we forsook the prayet meeting ta attend thc
party ? If wc are members of a club or ai anc
ai the manp fraternal societies, and if the
meeting cf the club or society sbeuld fal
upon the same night as the annual business
meeting af the congregation, cauld we dlaim
ta bc loaa ta aur cburcb If we set thc club
or the society above ber?

Lopalty ta our cburch demands that we
give a cordial support te what mny ho de-
vised by the GencriAl Assemblp; that we
study tht things wbicb make for thepuace
and edification ai the church ; that we re-
cagnize ber dlaims as superlor te those of
any club, lodgc or snclety, and that we work
and pray for ber progress and develapment.
Less than tbs we should ne: wlsb te, do, for
we have pledged ourselves ta «I support aur
awn churcli in every way."'


