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have made private arrangements for their entertain-
m~ent and accordinigly will net be providcd for by
the committee, now making up tlîeir final list.

1-lHE Presbytery of Taranto, at its last meeting,
JL adopted a course which, thongi it mgît be

difficuît and la a number af cases impossible lor Iess
compact Presbytcrics to iollow, is st well worthy
o! cansideration, and as far as possible, ai imitation.
E very one at ail acquainted wi t he(acts, knows
with what perfuinctory debate and exarnination aver-
turcs are brougit into Presbyteries and forwarded
ta the Assembly ln a crude and ill-digested state la
tlemslvcs, and in the minds cf ccmmissioncrs, also
from the Prcsbytery overturing. To avoid this, Ta-
ranto Presbytery resolved Lu hbld a special meeting
for tIecocnsideration ai avertures which it was ask-
cd ta, send up ta the Supreme Court. Thc meeting
was a very excellent one bath in numbers, in spirit
and i its resuits. EacI averture received a very
fuIl consîderation, many members took part in tic
discussion of thcm, and as finally adopted tlcy car-
ried witI tîcm the weight of being in the sliapceviich
thc deliberate judgment oi tic Prcsbytcry agreed
upon as lest. Among tic overtures brought before
thc Toronto Prcsbytery at its special meeting wvas
anc by Rev. D. J. Macdonncll, on Lie methad ai
dcaling with vacaucies and the seulement ia tlîem of
ministers. It is higli ime, , Il will agree, that sasse-
thing was donc in this regard, if Presbyterianism in
our hande, is net ta be uttenîy demoraaied and bc-
came neither Presbyterianiâin strictly nor Congre-
gationalism. Ministers wio have been moderators
of tic sessions of vat..ant congregations could tell a
talc if thcy ished, which would be anyting but
c.reditable, ta put it mildly, ta aour method or rather
%vant cf mcxlîod cf pracedure la thc premises.
l3romn suggestions made in the Presbytcry, and in
aur caltimns from tisse ta tisse an this mast impor-
tant mater, wve have net tic Ieast daubt that some
mcthod can le dcviscd, whicî ill go far ta rcm-
edy evils wvich ail ivia value aur system ai dhurcI pal-
îty, depiore. Tîcre must, howevcr, accempany any
rcmedy %vhch may le proposcd ta make iL effective,
a course ai education ai aur people by the pulpit, la
Sunday-schools, Bible classes, C. E. Socicties and ini
thc press as fa the real ciaracter cf Prcsbyterianismn
as a form cf churcî governssent, faunded on and
agrceable ta'the word of God. Let ministers tiem-
selves in their claracter as members ai durch
courts be more faithful ta it, let ail ivîose duty it is
înstruct tic people as ta thc submissian duc ta

courts called into existence under God by them-
selves, and uecessary fortîe edificatica cf thc body cf
Christ, and we have no fear but the result will le ta
put an arrest upon astate of things, which, ifiallowed
to, go on, threaiens ta end in disîntegration.

OBITUA li Y.

THE LATE PRINCIPAL MACKNICIIT, Iii).

T is with deep regret tiat wc note tIc departureIf aiîs well-known, bcloved and valued and
faithfül servant af the cîurch, whicî taok place on
Friday tic 27th uit., after only a fewv day's serions
illness. The following bni record ai bis life and
wvark is condensed from tIe Presbyterian Wilizess cf
Halifax, but bas unfortunately beeni deîayed by
press of maLter.

Di. Macknight wvas sixty-eight years ai age at
the tisse of lis deati. At his fuerai, which wvas
largcîy attcnded, lis fellaov professors and others
taok part and President Forrest, in a touching and
beautiful address paid a tribute ta Lthe memory ai
the departcd. He wvas a native cf Dalmellington,
Ayrshire, Scotland. His literary training ivas re-
ceived ant thc University cf Glasgow, and his ticolo-
gical course le taok in the New College, Edinburgb.
ln 1855 le came ta Nova Scotia ta teach Hebrew
in tic Free Callege, and cambined iitî this wvork
tie pastarate of tie Dartmauth cangregatian up
tili 1868 when le resigncd having been appointed
to teach exegctics as wvll as Hcbrctv. In 187 1 le
wvas appointed ta the chair ai Systematic Theolugy,
la 187- tIe University of Glasgow conferred an him
Lhe degree ai D.D., hie was appointed Principal ai
thc College at Halifaxc in 1878, and n 1885 he wvas
unapimausly elccted Moderatar af tic General
Assen)bly. He was an accamplished scholar, a
profound theolagian, an acceptable and most in-
structive preacher, and had tic happy art ai appîy-
ing clu, ruths ta, modern circumstaaces. His .ser-
vicus were much in demnrd and no, man was ever
more willing to spend anid be spent in the service to
whichhe was, called.
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« The fore most students of aur College, men
who have taken post-graduate courses in great
sch'ools abroad, have toM us often of their liighi
sense of Dr. Macknight's attainiments, and especial-
ly of his suggestive originally."

Dr. Forrest appropriated to the occasion of the
funeral address the wvords, " Thou shait be mnissed,
because thy seat wiIl be empý.y." It is even so.
he seat is empty wvlich Dr. Macknight filled wvit1î

rare ability. Ilis seat in the Theological Chair, and
his seat in the Presbytery, Synod and Assembly wvilI
be empty, and il- will be long before his place can bc
occupied by his peer. In the words of Dr. Forrest.

"A more genial, sympathet: - more thoroughly
reliable friend we have neyer ir et with. No man
liad a keener sense of hum( . or enjoyed wvith
heartier merriment a good story, and yet no une
cver heard a word from him which betraycd the
faintcst trace afi i..arseness. A pure minded man
his conversation was always elevating."

Dr. Macknight wvas in full sympathy with the
purest ev angelical orthodo>xy, and at the sasse time
ever rcady ta receive newv light.

The church lias great reason for thanklul ness to
God'for the gift af such a man as Dr. Macknight, a
man with his calm, %vide, hopeful view ai the move-
1-cnts of our âge. He stud ld the tendencies of the
tisse andl understaod, as fev did, ho',v to mediate
betwveen the old and the new, how ta make peace be-
tween sem ing antagonisms, howv even ta bear home
rich tribute from fields apened up by men who had
flot the fzar af God befare their eycs. It will bc weIi
for the .hurcli in Canada if the calm and fearlcs>
faitl h vlch ,aved Di. Macknight from panic. in the
face o! the most serlous problems aur tisse, wvîll
becomne universal.

SYNOD 0F BRITISHL COL UMBIA.

THE Synod of British C!olr u1bia, embracing the four'
J'resbyteries of Calgary, K~amloops, Victoria

and Westminster, met lately in Knox Cbnrcb, Calgary.
Amon- tIsse present was noticed Rev. Dr. Robertson,
superintendent of Home Missions. Divine service was
conducted by the retiring Moderator, Rev. T. Scouler,
of New Westminster, who preacbed a very able sermon on
the wordB found ini 1 Timothy i. 12, after which the
Synod was constituted by prayer. The Moderator then
called upon the Synod to, appoint bis successor, and Rev.
J. 0. Herdmnan was unanimously elected. -The newly
elected Moderator thanked. the members of the Synod for
bis election, and aIea refcrred ta the death of the Rev. R.
Jamieson, of New Westminster, wbich lad taken place
8inco the laet meeting. A hearty vote of thanks
was accorded the ex-Moderator for the service lie lad
rendered during his terni of office and for the excellent
sermon he lied preacbed. Rev. T. Skouler, briefly sc-
knowledged the vote of thanke. The morniug sederunt
wns closedl by the, Moderator pronouncing the benedie-
tion.

Public meetings were arranged for as-followa: Horne
Missions, Sabbsth Sebool, Foreign Missions, on Wednes.
day, Tbursday and Friday eveninge respectively.

The 11ev. Fraser Canmpbell, of Rutlam, Indis, spoine
on bis work in that country in connection witî tho sub-
jeet of Foreign Missio,&a

The Report on Statisties and Finance was presentedl by
Mr. Scouler, convaner, which was duly adopted and the
thanks of Lhe court.conveyed te the convener.

The Report on Systematie Beneficence was presented
by Mr. J. JA. Matheson, which, with recommendations,
was adooted and the convener thanked.

On. Wednesday evening the Home Mission report was
presented by Mr. McLaren, convener, before the Synod
in public meeting. k nmming np lipressied thefollow-
ing recommendations:

1. Tînt ministers, and espccially of self-suataining
charges, press increased liberality on their people.

~That conveners of Presbytery Committees scnd ta
the Synod'e convener, a month prior te, meet of Synod
snmmaries of reports submitted ta Presbytery fromn home
missionaries and catechists.

'Mr. Scouler moved the adoption of the report which
was seconded b>' Mr. McKemzie, who spoke kindly of the
ea*rneBtnese, induetry and hospitalit>' of the Mormons and
others residing in the St. Mary'a and Lee'e Creek dis-
tricte.

Dr. Robertson, superintendent, with bis usual ability
and fervor, addressed the Synod on the work of the Home
Mission field and urged increased liberality in connection
ther6with. The thanks ci the courts 'were given to the
superîntendent for his interesting address.

The Éret item on Thursday mornîng was the proteet
and appeal of the 11ev. P. MR .McLeod against" the
finding of the Presbyter>' of Victoria in the matter cf
bis preaching in the aid Methodist Chmurch, Victoria, on
the 1Oth aùd l 7th cf September last.

In the afternoon, Di. Bryce, of Manitoba Colleje, pre-
siemted the cdaims of the.t institution, giving tacts of in-
tereat in regard ta the attendance, finance and profelesorial
arrangementa cf the college, for which words lie receiv.
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cd the cordial thanke of the Synod. TIere! ter the 1{ov.
Mr. McLeod spolie ln hie own t chai! and wnii foilowed b>'
Rave. D. McRao and Dr. Canmpbell representing the Pre8-
bytery o! Victoria.

At the evenimig session the reports on Stateo i 'Reli-
gion and Sabbath Scheele were given by Reva. Mtr. Herd-
mn and Dr C'ampbpll rcsppetively, wbo roccivedl the
thanks of the Synod for thpir excellent reports.

Dr. Cainpbell, who bold Ltme floor on Friday nlorning
at Lhe formpr session on adjouranent, continued hie
speech in bhbsf cf thc Prenbytery cf Victoria.

Mr. D. A. MeRao thon spokeocf the various points
brought forward by the appellant.

Dr. Robertson craved te bo board, inasmuch as isi
naine badl been freqmendy brougir forwsrd in the discus-
sion, and Lbe Synod granted litam the opportunît>' cf ex-
plained his cotinect.ion witlî the caBo.

On resuming at 2 p.ni., the Synod agreed to liear tic
reading of tie documents relative to tho protest and
appeal cf àMr McLeod in the matter cf his granting do.
mita from LIhe congre6dtion of St. Androw's Church, alter
ho bad resigned his pastoraLe in that dhurch.

Thereafte r Mr bMeLpod apprared in bis cwn defence,
Pnd wras followed b>' Dr. Campbell, wbo defended the
action cf LIe Preaby try cf Victoria.

Mr. McLeod summed up bis case, after wbich Lhe
parties at the bar of thc Synod retired and the court pro-
cecded to consider the evidence.

The report. on Foreign Missions wau prescnted at the
evening session b>' Mr. McLeod, convener, whmch was
duly adopted in the recommendatmono and the convener
thanked.

Tien Mr. Catnpbe11 addressed thc Synod and spoke in
a very practical wvay cf the great opportunities lying open
ta al Christians for work among the millions of lodma.
Ho depreented thp over-sanguine reports that were soute-
imes sent home by missianarica. raising expectationi that.

were often disappointing ini their resuits.
MucI as bie loved the cause of Foreign Missions, ho

would not desire ta sce Home Mission intercaegs uffer.
Lot aur people give what the>' wish te Home Missions,
French Evangelization, and other sncb subjecte, and he
would be satisfied ta receive ail moue>' for which tiey badl
no furtber use townrds Foreign Missions.

At the close cf the publie meeting, the Synod resuuieï
business and continued in session tili one oclock-. The
third appeal was taken up in the zuatter cf the organiza.
ion cf a new congregation sud relative documents were

rend by the clerk. Tic Synod adjourned ta meet at 10
o'clock ami. to dispose of the various$,appenle and aLler busi-
ness.

The Synod met at 10 a. m. Saturda>'. Mr. Cbnpmnn,
who appesred for the petitioners, addre8spd tho court et'
considerable lengtb.

At 2 p.m. Mr. MýcLeod spoke on Lie subject o! Lhe
petition. Tbereaftor Mr. D. A. MoýIRne, Mr. D.* Mcflao,
Mr. A. B. Winchester, and Dr. Campbell spokie in sup-
port cf the action cf tLic Presbyter>' o! Victoria.

Mr. Chapinan tIen briefi>' rcplied, Mr. McLeod
waiving bis rigît cf reply. The hour cf adjournment
having come the Synod ndjoxrned te meet at 8 o'clock,
tIe parties at the bar being removed.

After serious and prayerfal considoration for about
tires loeura, the î3ynod arrivedl at a decision and Lbn parties
were rccalled.

The flnding cf tIe court «%vns ta the effect, tintthLe
protesta ind appeals were dismissed, the action cf the
Pre8bytery o! Victoria sustained and liberty granted ta
the new congregation te continua ta worahip au at. present.
until September.

Thc flnding was acquiesced in b>' bath parties, on
whicl the Moderator led thc Synod ini thankqgiving ta
God for Hie. guidance and ini supplication thnt. thc thixmgs
thnt lad happened nia> be for the furt'X.-ance of thc
Gospel.

Tbe Report on Sabbath Observance presente.d b>' Mr.
Stephen, convener, was received and adopted with recoin-
mendations, and ordered te be transmitted to the As.
semblys convener.

The Repart on Teniperance wss presented by Mr.
Hlerdman in absence cf Lhe convenerMr. Wright, received
aud adopted and ordered .te be transmitted te the As-
scmbly's convener.

The next place ana date cf meeting was flxcd ta bo
Nanaimo on the firaL Weducsday cf May, 1895, at 8 p.m.

Two overtures were presented Le the Synod fromn thc
Presbytery cf Calgary' and wure dul>' received and adept-
cd, one cf wbich deait with a reconstructian o! the
Cleneral Assembly's Home Mission Committee. JMany
Western Preebyteriea bave been practicaily dJmfrancbmsed
hy Lhe method e! representatien now i force. The
overture aime at giving ta esch o! the Eastern Synode
twa representatives9, sanc n representative te ceach cf the
Synode cf Manitoba and North-wcst, and o! British
Columbia.

.The iisual votes of thanke were given, and tIe court
adjourned at 12 p.m. an Saturda>'.

We lad a pleasant, but aIl too brie! call lately fromn
car brother editor cf the Presbyfre'ian Winess, Halifaxc, wb
was n the cty attenâing ameeting cf the Hymnal Committee,
cf wbich lic is a member.

T.


