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Our ¢onttibut0t§.

WHY SO MUCH TALK ABOUT THE
DOUBTFUL ?

——

BY KNOXONIAN,

There are two hundred and twenty
Presbyteries in the American Presby-
terian Church, and, for about two years,
there has been more talking and writ-
ing about the Presbytery of New York,
than about the two hundred and nine-
teen Presbyteries outside of that city.
Why? Was it because the Presbytery
of New York excelled all the others in
doing the Master’s work? No. It was
because the Presbytery of New York had
a heresy case.

There are about seven thousand minis-
ters in the same Church. For more than
two years public attention has been cen-
tred on Proiessor Charles A. Briggs, of
Unjon Seminary. It has been Briggs in
the newspapers, Briggs in the Tresby-
teries, ana Briggs In three General As-
semblies. The Presbyterians over there
have had Brigge at breakfast, Briggs at
lunch, Brigg- at dinmer, anil Briggs in
the evening. 1f reports are correct, 2
goodly number of them have something
for or agaiast Briggs, for sermon on
Sabbath.

What did Professor Charles A. Briggs
gay or do, that won for him so muely dis-
tinction among his seven thousand breth-
ren? Did he preach a sermon that
threw the best efforts of Chalmers oOr

Guthrie hopelessly in the shade? Not
~he. Who, outside of New York, ever

heara of rofessor Briggs as a preacher?
Did he make a good oration, that in
future ages will take the place of
the oration of Demostlienes on the erown?
Did he devise some effectual plan for clos-
ing the saloons in New: York city? Did
he idraw up a municipal law that keeps
criminals off the bench, gives the citi-
zens good local government, and stops
municipal stealing?  No, he did not do
any of these things. Had he done one,
or ali, the world would not know much
abput him, but, as he wrote a heterodox
innugural address, his is one of the best-
known names in America. 1ln popularity,
or noturiety, if you will, the name Briggs,
is ns familiar as Cleveland, or Lincoln,
or Washington.

Why is that so? Mainly because even
Presbyterians have a perverse, rooted
habic of thinking and speaking a hun-
dred times as much about one man who
does or says something wrong or doubt-
ful, a: about a thousand men who are
faithfully doing their duty.

I*rofessor Briggs is not the only man
in the American Church, whp can read
Hebiew. He is not, by any means, the
only mau who understands the Higher
Criticism, so far as it can be understood ?
Trutl to say, he is not the only minister
over there, who eould write a dangerous
inaugural. Why, in the name oi common
sense, make so much tuss about him. Sim-
ply because he was tried lor heresy,
and people will go wild about anybody
that has a trial in any kind of a court.
It does not, by any means, need to be

an ecclesiastical court, or an indictment .

for heresy. There are other courts, and
other indictments, in which the pudlic
take a keen interest; and there are reports
of triais of a very different kind, that
are read with even more interest than
the reports of a heresy trial. We shall
not enlarge.

The American Presbyterian Church has
had some great and sainted men. Why
not speak more about the Alexanders,
and Miliers, and Hodges, and less about
Briggs and Smith. A careful study of
Dr. Samuel Miller’s * Thoughts on Public
Prayer,”” might do some ministers quite
as much good &5 & reading of Briggs’
famous inaugural. Dr.J. W. Alexander’s
*Thoughts on Preaching  are much bet-
ter literature for a preacher than the
reports, of the Briggs trial. Systematic
study of Hodge's great work is ol far
more use to a minister than any amount
of fugitive literature on the Briggs's
< case. If we must read Union Seminary
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literature, why not take a turn at Shedd.
An hour a day, spent by a pastor omn
Shedd’s “Homileties,”” might be of more
value to a congregation than a year’s
reading on Criticism, higher or lower.

There are forty-six Presbyteries in the
Presbyterian Church in Canada, and the
whole Church has its eye fixed on the
P’resbytery of Montreal. Why? Simply
because that Presbytery is supposed-to
have a heresy case on hand. An Ameri-
can, whose name used to be well known,
said that he was perfectly willing to
say that the negro was his brother,
‘but he was not prepared to admit that
the coloured man was his uncle
and his grandfather, and his cousin, and
every other relation. A lheresy trial
may be very important, but it «s not
preaching, and pastoral visitation, and
Home Missions, and Foreign Missions, and
Augmentation, and French Evangeliza-
tion, and Theological Education, and
everything else. The Montreal Presby-
tery is one of the best we have, but the
forty-five that have no heresy trial are
trying to do a little something ior the
Church, as well as the Presbytery that
takes its name from our commercial capi-
tal. Right sure are we, that the Pres-
byterry of Montreal does not hanker after
any special attention at the present
time. Some of them have had pestering
enougn during the last year, to do them
for a long time to come.

Professor John Campbell is not the
only member of the Montreal Presbytery.
who amounts to anyihing, or has accom-
plished anything. The Professor js, in
certain lines, the most learned :nan we
have. he is a genjal, gentlemanly, man.
We have always considered him a con-
spicuously lomourable, straightforward,
manly man. But pgsitively, there is no
reasoi why the entire Church should
gaze on. Professor Campbell, either with
admiration or horror. Some years ago—
we need not say exactly when—we heard
a well-known Toronto minister—we need
scarcely give his name--in the blandest
tones assure a4 gazing audience, that
the “ horns had not oJegun to come.”
It is to be hoped that Professor Camp-
bell will not feel called upon to give
a similar assurance to anybody.

1f it is really necessary to talk about
Montreal College at the present time,
why not say something about the mar-
vellous progress it has made, the liber-
ality of the Montreal Presbyterians in
the strength and efficiency
of ity teaching staff, the large numbers
of ministers it has trained, and the other
hundred and one good features of the
institution.

It th¢ Montreal ministry must be ¢dis-
cussed, why not discuss MacVicar, War-
den, Serimger, and all the other
men that are not being tried for saying
things? Why not discuss the Redpaths,
and McKays, and follow their example
in giving? Why not discuss David Mau-
rice, and build " a wing to Knox or
Queen’s? Oh yes, there are plenty of
good things in Montreal to discuss and
imitate, if we want to see them.

The plain truth of the matter is
this: there Is so .mach of the old Adam
in most of us, that we prefer discussing
doubtful things to discussing good things.

FRAGMENTARY NOTES.

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE—ITS SURROUNDINGS,
CHURCHES, ETC. .

This ancient town is distant from
Torontc about 35 miles, and thanks to the
enterprise of Toronto’s citizens it ecan
be reached 1n about two hours, by a, line
of steamboats which are probably not sur-
passed by any on the continent; and
which leave gsix times daily. Niagara
is situated on Lake Ontario at tie mouth
of the splendid river which bears the same
name, and which from its great natural
beauty attracts thousands of ‘tourists ev-
ery year. .

As a result of the war the town was
destroyed by tire in 1813, and for many
years past it has been considered by out-
siders to be a rather half-dead-and-aiive
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_place. . The streete which were broad
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were pasture for cattle on which they
thrived well. Trade had fallen off, and
many of its warmest friends thought that
the good old town was doomed to de-
cay altogether ; but its natural resources
were large, being in one of the finest
fruit-growing Jistricts in the Dominon,
and its natural beauty famed and appre-
ciated, the tide took a favourable turn,
and within a few years public attention
has been turned to Niagara as a summer
resort and a district where fruit can be
cultivated to great sdvantage.

The Queen’s Royal Hotel has always
been very popular and in addition to this
other hotels have been started; several
cottazes have been built, which are occu-
pied by visitors.

A few days ago I boarded the fine
steamer Chicora, with a few friends, and
after a pleasant run found myself with-
in the precincts of the famous Niagara-on-
the-Lake, as it is now called. The visitor
cannot fail to notice the rapid improve-
ments which have taken place. Several
large and handsome residences have been
erected, and many of the old and ungainly
ones have been renovated and treated to
a fresh coat of paint, which adds very
much to their appearance. Among others
I may mention that of Mr. Charles Hun-
ter, which was completed this year, and
taken possession of this spring. In ad-
dition to this very handsome dwelling
house, Mr. Hunter has a fine orchard,
well stocked with fruit trees, and beauti-
ful grounds well kept and tastefully
planted with shrubs ; and beautiful sweet-
smelling roses of every class and colour.

CHURCHES.
There is ample accommodation for the
citizens and risitors in the various

churches, which in the summer are well
attended. St. Andrew’s, Presbyterian, is a
historic church here. Although the chiurch
and manse are rather far removed from
the centre of the town, the spire of the
chureh is the {irst object to attract
the attention of the passengers as they
approach the shore. The first congre-
gation was organized in 1794, nearly
a century ago, and had for its minister
the Rev. Mr. Dunn, who came from Scot-
land, and who supplied the Stamford con-
gregat on also. )

Mr. Dunn, hav.ng changed his theolog-
ical views, resigned the charge and enter-
ed o1 mercantile pursuits, and was lost in
a storm on Lake Ontario about ten years
after. The next minister was Rev. John
Young, formerly of Montreal, who remain-
ed a short time and soon after removed
to Lunenburg, N.S., but subsequently set-
tled in Truro, N.8., that strong Presby-
terian centre, where he finished his course.
In 1804, the Government gave a grant
of land to the Niagara congregation,
when a church capable of holding 500
persons was built and supplied by the Rev.
John Burns, who gave service once a
montl.;  until, as stated before, the
town was destroyed by fire. In 1813, Mr.
Buras resuied his labours, and in addi-
tion to discharging his mimisterial funec-

tions, taught a public school, and died
in 1824. The next mimister was Rev.
Thomas Creen, a popular Irishman, and

i man of considerable ability, but who,
yielding to the dictates of conscience,
joined the English Church and accepted
reordination from the Anglican Bishop of
Quebec, who appointed him to a mission
1 Niagara at a salary of £200 sterling.
It seems  strange chat an  Irish
Presbyterian  minister would sub-
mit to reordination at the hands of a
bishop of the English Chureh, thuadmit-
ting that ordination by Presbytery, or
by a pluurality of elders, was not accord-
ing to Apostolic practice. If I mistake
not, the Anglican Church does recog-
nize ordinatiom by the Roman Catholie
Church. This, of course, I do not find
fault with, but it does seem strange that
Presbyterian ordination should be com-
pletely ignored. The Rev. Mr. Johnstou,
also from Ireland, was the next minister,
who only remained a short time, and was
succeeded by the Rev. Mr. Fraser, who in
a short time, left for a church in Lan-
ark. The next miniater was the Rev.
Robt. MeGill, who In 1845 responded to
a call from St. Paul’s church, Magntreal,
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and was succeeded by the Rev., John '
Crulkshank, who retarned to Scotland:
The next minister was the Rev.J. B. MOW"
at, D.D., now Professor Mowat, oi Queen’s
University, and brother of Sir Oliver
Mowat, and who, after a ministry of eight
years, was appointed to the chair ©Of
Apologetics in Queen’s University, and
who ranks among the soundest and ablest
theologians of the day. Dr. Mowat wa#8
succeeded in Niagara by the Rev. Charles
Campbell, now of Toronto, who came
from Scotland, and who, during his P88
torate, made many warm friends in Niag
ara and throughout the county of LiB
coln. The next minister was the ReVe
William Cleland, now of Toronto, a ma®
of varied accomplishments and ripe schol”
arship, whose contributions to the pres®
are well known and appreciated. He I8 -
also the author oi an able work on th#
History of the Irisk Presbyterian Church-

Mr. Cleland is ““a son of the goil” 8B
an ardent lover of his native land. Al
though set aside from active duty, D¢
takes a lively interest in public question®
and has strong sympathies with the UB
lonist party in the Gemeral Assembly 1P
Ireland, in their opposition to Mr. G18d°
stone’s Home Rule BIill.

The mixt minister was the Rev. A
Bell, now of Newmarket, who sustained
the good work ~. .ong carried on by his
predecessors, and the present minister
Rev. Mr. Smitk, whe is very popular s
the neighbourhood, amd who is  doi®¥
faithfur work. .fle present is the el6V"
enth of the ministers avho have done mo
or less duty in Niagara Presby "
ian church. .

The Anglican church, which is knoW?
as St. Marks, is well taken care of
the Ven. Archdeacon McMurray, who bY 2
long and faithful ministry has earned t
respect and esteem o! the whole commi¥™
ity, and who has been ably assisted by h,ﬂ.
amiable wife. '

Niagara is a very popular place tO‘
hold conventions, and during the suﬂ?.m‘en;‘
seasou tbere ar2 varivus gathcrings, €0%
prising religious, educational and scié®
tific, and the place secms well udapwdw
such conventioms. K.

Toronto, July 12th, 1593.

A MISSIONARY TOUR.
For the purpose of this tour let us 187
Toronto by the railway traversing
continent to Vanvouver, and ther¢
passing through our mission stations -
the Northwest Territories and British 0%
umbia, which are in charge of t.he;'iw'
A. J. McLeod, Rev. Mr. Flett, Rev. ¥%.
Winchester, and a number of other assist'
ants. TFrom Vancouver, we sail #cf
the Pacific in one of those lurge ¥
way steamers, bound for Yokoham¥
Japan. Arriving there, we cross "hf
Yellow Sea, landing in about seven 487
at Chefoo, China. Remaining for & sh0
time ‘with the several missionaries of *”
American Board stationed at Chefo0s
then board yet another steamer, brin8
us to Teien-tsin, where we are entert®
ed by Mr. Bostwick, the agent to W of
is emtrusted all mall parcels, ete., of ?,sh
Canad{in missionaries. Desiring t0 P
on, we embark from Tsien-tsin, in ho¥ -°
boats, propelled by men walking ale £
the banks. On reacking Lui Ching ®  ::
destination, the novel journey by ho“s:
boat is at an end. Chu Wang, in HoB% "
is to be our first resting-place, 807 4
reach it we are obliged to resort t0 ¢ ¢
drawn by mules. These carts are g
‘to say the least, made after the rasb! Y
of Rotten Row carriages, nelther are b
as comfortable as the modern 408~ ook
Is it to be wondered at then, that 8w -
is our rest when we reach Chu Wanz#:
Great, too, is our joy when we meet l.len.‘
and remain a few days with our missl:n‘] e
aries. (Journeying still further
to Hein Chen, we are greeted by DF as ;
Mrs. Smith, Rev. Mr. and Mrs. M&cken’t‘er
Miss McIntosh and Dr. L. Graham- ! ‘n :
visiting these various mission station® %
enjoying the manmy sfights, we l‘et“r? o
the coast and embark for Formosa-. s
sul, n Formosa, Is the station wheré
and Mrs. McKay, and Mr. and Mrs.
are lJabouring s0 earnestly. Th ;
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