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Tht Temple ai Mielkartb, tfImalpersoalage oi Baal as that
god was supposed ta presade over tht intereats ai Tyre, stood
near tht centre ai the cit>'. It was imposing, net soeîîîuch
because ai its architecturailigines, as for tht enarinaus stanes
wbiclî nmade its foundatian, tach ont ai which ivas helieved
ta bave been laid bn hunian blood some tigme an remote ages
past. Tht space bin ront ai tht temple ivas a aminiature para.
dise. Tan>' rIls, supplaed artificially from the great aqueduct
on thet aînland, trckled aver briglît pebblts, and tnraugh
tht green grass Fcuntaîns splashed an their ba,ins ai par.
plîvry, marble, and bronze. Gay' pluied brds ironi distant
cauntries, îing-chipped, that tbey maight net ly atway, perched
an delusive ireedoaîî upen tht trees, and, waih their variaus
sang.,, replaed ga tht challenge of lyre and flute that floated
from tht reý esses of the temple aourt.

But oan the aiternaun oi tht day whost events we bave
been narratîng. a vast multitude ai people filed the lttît
park, and drowned these saetter saunds in tht clatter ai thear
voices. The streets ltading ta tht temple were crowded with
those îvbo had leisure from labour :o indulge tlîeir curiosit>'.
An unaîsual nunîber ai people tbranged thraugh tht great
gaies ai tht temple ta niake afftrngs tapon tht altars. The
sanmple heraldiog ai relaginus revival is otten tht sure5t pro-
vocative afits caming Thus il happened tbat the order ai
the caunical, respecting seie stupendous rite that sbauld be
perfornîed, aîvakentd a popular impulse for paetistîc devotion.

Tht luil coterie ai temple orficiaIs was an attendance.
There were barbera who shaved the beards and clipped tht
long forelocks ai tht wvorsbîpptrs, by offering îvhicb ta tht
god tht>' sig'jalled their entrance upon tht virle state ai mari-
hood. There ivere venders ofivictinis for sacrfice, and votive
abjects ai ever>' varaty; ctstodians ai veils and aacred
itrnture , priesta ta slay tht animais, and athers ta auppl>'
tht sacrer! coals ta any irbo would huma inceose.

The devotees jostled ont another in their eigerness ta
r.-ad and taIre down upan athir lîttIe tab)ltts tht exact tariff
fxed b>' the temple code for tht services ai priesta, and praces
ai abjects acceptable to the gode as these were placarder! op.
an tht walls. Some were busy admniring tht memorial labs
or statuettes wbich bad been presenttd b>' wealahy Tyrians,
and were aten lienesses ai tht donors, erected in reverent
attempt ta keep tht divmnit>' and their fellow-ý:itizens per.
petually remîînded af their pious munificence. A gapîng
graup garer! ar tht twa columins, ane ai guide tht other ai
enierald, whicb ,tave a anysteriuus laght at naght. and whicb
stood, ont at tht end ai eacb ai thet twa aisîts ai tht temple
flanang tht centrai nave. These had been procurer! at vaSt
expense at sanie rime ni great deliverance, and were
inscribed :" To tht Lard Melkarth, Master ai Tyre : Tht
oflering aifîb>' servants, because he bas lstener! ta tleir vaîce.
Ma>' ht stilI bItas us 1I

Beyond these a crowd surveyed tht altar ai bronze, beaten
b>' skititai hands inta deicate flowtr.work, iroin the centre ai
whîcb rase the perpetual fi ane in commemaration ai tht adven-
turc ai tht goddess Astarte, wba once caugbt a sbooting-
star, and enshriný%d it among ber favourt Tyrlans ; or, as
sanie ai tht priesta aaid, ta exprers tht iaith afUbe people ini
tht divinit>' ot ire, whicb was tht mattraalized brigbtness ai
tht face ai Baal, tht sun-god. A grosip stoor! near tht great
gateway, watcbing an apportunit>' ta steal a glance bttween tht
swa-ing curtaina, which screener! tht inner douai iroinscarnaton
eyta.

Tht most sacred predinct ai tht temple was an artificial
lake. Fromn tht madst ai tht water rase a sangle stone, per-
baps ten cubits high, on the top ai which was tht Maabed,
or ark, enclusing a statue ai tht gode tagether witb some
ablecas sacred. ln tht history ai Tyre, and believed, therefore,
ta bc the special deligba ai its divine Protector.

Tht platiorin araund tht little laIe was pz.ed with
variegated marbîts, white, yellaw, red, brown and rose colaur,
whicb were wraught intograceful patterns af i aosaic warkc. A
roof, blazang wtatItaes ai gao, sheitered tht platiorin fram
ramn and sun, and made t tht rendezvous af tht priests.

j ust as tht sun ivas goaog down a graup ai priesta
gatberered about Egbalus in rlose consultation. Tht>' were
dresser! in white chitons, which clung close ta thear formas,
except for tht fine fluing ai tht skirts. Scaris ai violet ran
over their shoulders and across their bodies diagonailly.
Their [eet 'vert hart:. their heads sbaved, and protecter b>'
cîose-fitting skuîl-caps. an some cases ai gorgeous calour, i
athers ai knitter! hair-wurk. which iningled canfusedl>' wth
te black bp.ards ce tht yaunger, and contraster! finel>' wth

tht white beards ai tht more venerable.
Egbalus was speaking. IlTht council bas but begun the

refo-ma wicb is ta restare Tyre ta ira pre-eminence. It bas
decreed tht sacrifice. It bas prescriber! that tht afferings
shall bc worth>' and notable. But wbat sacrifices shaîl be
afferer! is flot for tht caunicil ta determine. This, ont>' we
who are admnitted ta tht secret council ai the goda theaiselves
-ve, thtsaciret arder ai priest-can declare. And troetet
hlm wtff, an this day ai hariaur ta Baal, shall tbwart tht wil
ai bis priests 1 I

IlWoe 1 wae unto hlm 1 " echoed araund tht circle.
Tht high pricat camtinued his harangue .lanthe ancient

days ai Tyrian glor>', when there 'vas no power an land or
sea ta, dispute aur sway or rival aur comîmerce ; when ships
returntng from. their voyages hung anchars ai salir! silver (rom
their prows, havang raom onu>' for mort preciaus merchandise
'ithin-then Tyre gave great abondance ta Baaî-Mellkartb,
and afferer! ira mosr distinguisher! citizens tapon tht aitar.
But how long, 0 Baal oi Tyre 1 since thona hast bar! a
princel>' ffering? Wbat arc erna andbeasta tatht gar!who
is ofiender! witb men? 'Wbat are tht babr-s shicb pc'verty
gaves becarise la cannot ferd them, wben Iings bave insulter!
tht niajcsty ai Heaven ? And what-"Tht nid priest bar! tuber wrougbt bimsthi up ta a divine
frenzy. or superbi>' ated the part of ont wba .was supposer!
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to he IlfilIed with the gad." His cauintenance became livid and
white by turns. The great blue veins were swollen at bis
temples. His face sceemed ta expatxd. His neck thickened.
Bis eyes fixedly glared tiwards a patch of sunlight that
gleanatd an the top of the %ýall. Has (arm was rigid, except
fora convulsive tvtching ofithe fingers.

The attendant prîests crn--,A'd close ta their leader, and
stared ino bis eyes, as if to catch the gleam afissrme coming
revelation. The aId priest's lips moved, but ait flrst withaut
articulation. He raised his band, and, wvth unhent arm,
pointed ta the glint of sunshine, which seemied ta hald him
by some fatal fascination. At length bis wards became
audiible, very slowly uttered, and wth oracular hoarseness

Blai permits me ta know bis will. Vonder light is no
more surely front the sun-zad than as a light that buirns vth-
in me.ý

A slight zephyr at tîtis marnent rullfled the surface af the
sacred water.

I1t is the breath of Baal 1 " said one.
"Sec 1 Sec!1 Thet Maabed itself shoak I It is the sign af

the god 1 A miracet1 i, miracle 1
IlA miracle 1 " they murmured, and prostrated themselves,

crying, "O0 Baal, lîcar us 1 O0lBaal, guide us 1"
Egbalus had remained standing, in unchanged attitude,

watching the sunlight. He nov whispered, impressing inta
bis tanes the simulation aofave ; -

I sec a mighty altar On it lies one tnrobed as a king.
By it stands, august and venerable, a kingi>' priest. and-
slays the victi. But hark 1 a voire I It is that of Melkarth
himsei, viha bîds me remember how. in our sacred tradi-
tiens, I t s recorded that tht mîghty gad El, when a dire
calamit>' bad came tapan bis Favourite cit>' af Gebal, took bis
awn son, adarned hlm in the robes af rayalty, carried 1dim
ta tht altar, slew hîm, and se brought bîessings for ages upon
bis people. Hear, 0 ye priests of Baal 1 "

Ht Iawcred bis voice, entier through sense of the awful
salemnity af what he was about ta utter, or fear af beang over-
heard by others than those whorn bceotvned, body and saul,
as he did bis infatuated band af priests. Hi-s followers arase
fromn their prostrate positi.ns, and dretv close ta lit n. Tis
they hecard:. -Tyre must ifler ta Baal its king 1"

A deep bush fllawed. Egbalus glanced nervaus!>' from
ane ta anather. Had he mistakien his nmen ?

IlThe king?" saîd ont, in .4 tant that might have heen
rcgarded as tither assent or surprisecd interrogation.

IlWtt have anather king.," was Egbalus' quick and alto-
gether unghostly respanse.

<Baal save us 1 » cried ane.
<Thet wîll ai Baal bc dont I was the sharp rejoinder ai

another-Mattan, a man of feractous severîty af countenance,
whose body showed mare scars from selfinflicted wounds
than cauild bc counted in hall tht crdle besides.

Egbalus suddenly drapped. ail bis mysteriausness of man-
ner, with keen tyts searcbed their faces, by bis very look
challenging each one ta dare resistance. He was naw less
high prîest than hec vas politician and leader ; setmingly
forgetting bis spiritual, he asstrted bis secular, power. Sat-
isfltd with wbat he saw in the half-cowed superstition or
tht crafty ambition af bis follawvers, hie boldl>' declared :

IIt must bc. W'oetet the priest who, at this crisas ai aur
orner, dares ta betray it 1 "

Ht drew hbis long knife, such as was uscd in sacrficing-
"Tis for tht heart ai the flrst faithlcss priest

"And tdis 1
IAnd this 1"

Hall a score ai gleaming blades wert raised.
Egbalus continued: I King Hiram helieves neat irn the

gods ; wauld destray theiii, and us with them. Rubaal mîustî
be king. It is tht will ai Baal, and it is the wisdom aiftien."1

Ht allawed a silence taeialaew, that bis suggestion migbt.
work. Ht did nlot for an instant, however, cease bis search 1
for any dissenting look tapon a single face. Ht was correct1
in bis judgment af tbtm, and naw knew that when tht critical
maoment came there was flot a man but would assataît tht king
in any way that he commanded. Indeed, he bad, dur«.-g tht
few months bc had field the higb priest's office, gathered
about himself, in thetuaner circle af prîests vwho shared bis i
counsels, anl>' those who were desperate in religions bigotry,
or wbo were knawa ta bave somesecret hatred towards theking.1

IlLet tht gad answer tbraugh aur breasts ! at lengt bche
said, rcsuming bis pittistic tant.

The priesis bowed their heads until thty touched tht
pavement. Tbey thcn resumed a sitting posture, each with
bis eyes fixtd upan bas breast, as i l stening ta bas awn heartc
beats for tht articulation af the will af tht gad wba passes-i
sed him.

"Baal speaks 1 " muttertd ont.
Ht speaks1
Ht speaks l' was echaed tram tht crdie.9

'Baal bas spakcn tbrough tht laps af bis high pritst,"1
said Mattan, rising.1

Ont by anc tht others rase, and repeated, IlBaal bas ,
spoken thraugb tht lips oai hs bigh praest. Sa Jet ia be 1 and j
daes tht man wbo says nlot so 1 "1

Tht sun.glint had leit tht temple wall. Darl, shadows
dropped oapen the corridors about tht sacred lake. and an tht
gathering night tht cabal af priests braIre up.

CHAPTER .
WVas it tht night darkness tha'. b>' its cantrast with bis1

brigbt dream ai ZaIllab, awake Haram? Haowever that may 1
have been, be aroused hamself watts tht purpase af makmng bis1
vision as near as passible a waking reality. Ht wauld go Ia
ber. Her band tapon his browv always exorcised bis evil1
spirits, and hc knew a pillaw for a restless bead soliter than
that ai bis divan. Ht struclc with bis linger a disk- ai bronze
tbat huxîg by tht coaucb. A deep, but exceedingl>' sait and1
swett, note loatcd thraugh the apartment, and was instantly 1
answered b>' the keeper ai the royal wardrabe. This honest«
fellow's layality was limited by tht conviction that tht king (
sbould bc tht bandsomest mnan in bis realm, and be spared (
no pains ta maIre him such. Thaughbch was nlot oiciallyi
barber ta bis majesty, be yet wraugbt tapon tht short curls an 1
bis masttes head with thet xquisiit,care that a jeweller's
etcber niigbt have bestawed upon tht locks afla goddess bc
was transierring frein bis imagination ta a golden plate or
goblet. Tht king wvas, ardinarily. fat frein fastidiaus regard-.
ang bis raiment, and bad aften fiong ofî the' rayai gcwgaws1
in whicb bis attendants arraYed him for state display The
samne indifférence te appearance at taies led him ta tht
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1opposite extreme , as, an tht day we are narrating, lie had
îworn tht dress watts which lie haid presided at tht councit,

aiseoan tht ship and amid tht dirt af tht foundries and work-
sbops. But tapon certain occasions hie tas net averse ta tht
cansideratian ai a goodi>' appearance, especiallv when he
made bis visits ta Zillah. Tht malt bird will displa>' bis
pluîîîage-to tht utmast, and pipe bis swettest notes, in tht
presence ai the femnale. We ma>' leave the explanation af
this ta %t aaturalist and tht navelist ; we litre onl>' record
tht fnct tiat Hiram made no objection wvben his attendant
brought fromn the wardrobe a close-fitting tunic at Sindanese
silIr, the raw material aifîvhich, braugbt from far-awvay fodla,
had been wovcn iithout a flaw on the Tyrian louais, and
enibraidered by skilful and patient fingers with scarabs,
latus.blassoms, winged globes, and royal urzei, in a combina-
tien ai fines and colours that fascinated tht eye îitb its geai-
eral tffect as much as it bewildertd by its details. About kis
neck he suffered three collars ta be placed; tht upper ont
closely tltting his throat, while the lower ane hung far down
tapon bis brtast ; ail sparkling with tin>' gems. Ht girded
bis loins witb a scarf ai radiant colours, in the knot af which
shoot a huge diamond, like a star in tht belt ai Orion- His
sandals tytre fastened with rabbans made ai threads of gold,
and îvound in cross-lots above bas ankcles, thus settmng off as
fine a cali as ever Irept time ta tht music af tht dance.
Could Hiram have seen himself in the glass with bis awn
eyes înstead ai tbraugb tht amigined eyes ai his mis-
tress, lie wauld have bJuslitd for bis effemanate braver>'.
and preferred ta don tht tiglit leatherai unalorm ani a commun
soldier. 'But, ta maIre bis %,ictaraous entranct ino a maadetî's
beart, lie really tbought himself arrayed in heroîc style.'

Tht bouse ai Ahimelek was ncar tht tastero ival, in tht
bighest part af tht city. Froin tht east side it looked
directl>' down tapon tht twa liarbours, and across tht narrow
strait that divided tht island from tht mainland. From ita
western halconies the view la>' aier tht citv, and far out over
the Great Sea, The prnud aid merichant dtlighttd tspea.aally
an this prospect, whicb on ever>' band reminded him ai tht
sources ai bas wtalth. Far awav towards Cyprus lie could
siglit tht încamîing vessels, and towards Lebanon detect tht
slow-moving specks that were bis caravans.

The bouse was ai cedar. Its beam-htads and comnices
wcre carved witb abjects beautifal or grotesque, as pleased
tht fancy ai tht architect ; for Ahîmelek bad no standard by
which ta estimate its excellence beyond its expense. lits pro-
jecting windows were closel>' scrcened, ane with a lattice-
work of bronze, another ai porpbyry, another ai alabaster,
and ont with strips ai agate closel>' cemented. Tht anterior
apartmtents were pantlled in richtst woods, and floored wtttî
elaborate mosaics, upan whicb were skias oai ions, %volves,
and leopards. Objects of-curiosat>' whîch bis captaans had
brnught fromn ail tht known coatries ai tht wrld-enor-
mous tusks ai elephants, nuRggts ai pecdiaus minerais, dia-
manda wîth thèir incrustation ai stone, plumage ai strange
birds, vases ai malachite and lapis-lazuli, tht weapons ai
savages, and bejewtlled swords auce worn b>' Iings ; these
filîed tables and nithes, and stôod in tht corners.

Ahimelek met tht king as tht latter aiighted from bis
litter in tht central court. It needed no previaus suspicion
an tht part ai Hiram ta detect samnething iahospitable in tht
merchants weicome. As tbey passed tht entrance tagether
Abimelek stopped. Ht sceemed ta bc on the point ai speak-
ing, yet no words camne. Awkwardli! he made way for tht
yaung man ta nrecede biais; and, as the laver sought the
apartment ai Zillah, ber father stood looking ater hlm with
troubled counitenance.

His formai and acknawledged betrothai ta Zlah, accord-
ing ta Phoeoician custom, gave ta Hiram every privilege a
busband bas i bis wife, except that ai living with ber.
Fromn tht moment lie had put the ring upon ber finger, and
had given her father tht legal document r.anveying certain
property pledges, hebecamielber virtual posstssarand guardian.

At tht entrance ta the apartmnent ai bis betrothed, Hiram
was met b>' Layah, Zillah'a anaid, a woaman whrose matronl>'
manner contradicted tht star>' ai ber youthful face. Layah
had once been tht handmaiden af Hiram's niother, and, but
a littît beyond him ain ycars, baï grown up as a sort ai
officiai playmate in tht nursery. Upon bis mother's death
lie bad sent ber as a gir ta Zillah, vho needed such a coin-
panion, since she had scarcel>' known a motbtr's protection,
and, without brothers or sisters, was alonte in tht care ai ber
iather's bouse.

Layah's pride, wvben she ushered Hiram ino tht presence
ai bier mistress, wvas tvarranted, for she truly thouglit there
was no mort beautiful waman in Tyre than the ')augbter af
Abîmelek. And, indeed, Zllah's radiance this nîgbt was
refracted in additiunal lustre thraugh tht toalet ber iniid had
given ber. A simple band aI ribbon, witb a sangle peari stud-
ding it, bound ber jet -black bair, but did net confine at. Her
locks overflowed in clustering ringlets upon lier forehead and
temples, and fell in waves upon ber wbitt neck. Her features
were si., dl, but se clear-cut as ta seem larger than in
realaty. and se anamated were tbey wvith healtb and jo>' tbat
tht long, pendent ear.rings ai crystal, wbach rested tapon ber
sbo-ilders, seemed ta borrow from bier face tht lagbt that
tlashed ln zhem. Her upper garmient came close ta tht
throat, and was gathered into a sinus beneath tht breast, b>'
a gîrdie whîcb vas knetted in iront. Her exposed arma trere
ai such graceful shape that anc scarcely noticed tht wristlets
and armiets witb vicb ber maid had insisted en deccrating
them. Her full.flowint skiai ai silIr was se artitally looped at
tbe bottom as ta reveai a font and ankle, about wbiclt a ser-
pent ai silver cailed in loving embrace.

Zillab's firat welcame ai Hiramn was followed by a playiul
frown. She beld bimn at arm's-lengtb, and curîausiy inspecteti
bis raiment.

IlFor shame, my Lard Hiram ! 1 belitve you bave bar-
rowed Vaur cousin Rubaai's clothes-the samie bc came ta
wao me an tht day belore yau and 1 were betrothed. You
are mort goodly-appearing wîth your sailor's cap and coarse
chton than an these fashians af Tyre. Sec I 1 bave dis-
carded my cap ai pearis, and wouid flot put an hall tht
jewels Layab wanttd nie ta, because 1 thought you would
tIre me better as 1 am.'

She dexterousl>' loosed bis triple collar, and flang it Up.
on a divan; then plucked tht great diamond tram bis scarf.

IlHatd 1"' cried Hirami. "Do not thtow that away. It
niay bu>' back aur thront, if Egbalus steals it. Let me put it
here, wbere Artaxerxes hîmscli would flot date ta pluck it."

Ht inserted the glowing jewxel in thet lds ut the sinus ai
ber dress.


