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NAXYURAL IHISTORY.

ANKCDOZE OF CATLIN AND HIS HORSE “ CHARLEY.”

The * Wesiminater Review ™ for Janunry, in a
raview of Mr. Catlin’s recent work oa ¢ ‘I'liv Man-
ners, Habits, Customs, etn. of the American Indi.
an4,’ quotes the interesting unecdote subjoined .~

Ou thiz josnney, whila he and 1 were twenty -five
days alone, we hud much time, and the best of cir.
cumstanees, under which to learn what we had us
yeot ovetlooked in ench othet’s churacters, ns well as
to draw great pleasure aud real benafit from what we
already had learned of each other in our former
travels.

I generally halted on the bank of soune littlo stream,
at half an hour of sunset, where feed was good for
Charley, and where I could get wood to Lindle my
fire, and hoil water for my coffee. The ficst thing
was to undress ¢ Charley,’ und drive down his picket,
to which he was fastened. to grazs over a circle that
he coulil inscribe at the end of his laso. In this
wise hu nasily fed himself until nightfall 5 and nfter
nuy coftee wus mnde and drank, I uniformly moved
him up, with his picket by my head, so that { could
lay my band upon his luso in au iustant, in case of
any alarm that was linble to drive him from me.
On one of these eveninge when he was grazing as
usnal, he slipped the laso over his head, and delibe-
rately took his supper at his plensure, wherever he
chose to preferit, as e wasstrolling nround, When
night appronched, I took the lauo in hand and enden-
voured to catch him, but 1 coun saw he was deter-
mined to enjoy a little freedom; and he coutinually
evaded me until dark, when I abandoned the pursuit,
making up my mind that 1 should inevitably lose
him, and be obliged to perform the rest of my journey
on foot. e bad led me a chase of half a wils or
more, when I left him busily grozing, and returnea
to my little solitary biveuae, and laid myself on my
bear skin and went to sleep.

In the niddle of the night T waked, whilst 1 was
lying on my hack. and on half opening my eyes, 1
was insiantly shocked to the soul, by the huge figure
Cas I thought) of an Iudin standing over me, The
chill of horror that paralyzed me for the first moment,
held me still 1ill I saw thut there was no need of my
moving—that my faithful horse Churley had ¢ played
shy* 1ill he hud eaten enough ; and had then moved
up, from feelings of pure affection, or from instine-
tive fear, er possibly from 2 due share of both, aud
hind tnken his position with his fore leet at the edge
of my bed, with his head directly over me, while he
was standing fast nsleep !

My nerves which had beeu most violently shocked,
were soon quieted, and fell asleep, and so continued
until sunrise in the morning, when 1 waked and be-
held my faithful servant at some considerable dis-
tance, busily at work picking up bhis breakiast
amongst the cane brake, along the banks of the creek.
1 went as busily ut work preparing my own, which
was eaten 3 and ufter it I had anotker half hour of
fruitless endenvorsto cateh Charley,whilst he seemed
mindful of success on the evening hefore, and con-
tinunlly tantalised me by turning uround and around,
and keeping out of my reach. 1recollected the cone
clusive evidence of his attachment and dependance
whigh he had voluntarily given in the night, and 1
thought 1 wonld try them in 2nother way; so I
E:eked. up my things and slung the saddle on my

ck, trailing my gun in my hund, I started on my
route. After I had advanced a quarter cf a wnile, 1

looked back, and saw him etanding with his head
amd tml very ligh, looking alternately at mo and a
tho spot where 1 had heen encampo !, and left a lit.
tle fire burning, 1o this condition he stood nned gur.
veyed the prairies around lor a while, a8 T continued
an. He atlength walked witl & lurried step o the
spot, aml seaing every thing gone, hegnn 10 neigh
sery violeutly, and at last surted off at the fullest
spesd awd overtook me, passing within o few puces
of me, and wheeling aliout at a few rads disinuce in
front of me, trembling like an aspen leall

I ealled hin by hig funiliae name, and walked up
to hiv wiil the bridle in iy hand, which I put over
his head, as he held it down for me, and the saddle
on his baek, 0s he uctually stooped to receive it 1
was soon arranged, and ou his baek, when he started
off upon Lis course as il he was well contented ang
pleased, like his rider, with the mancenvre which
had brougl us together nguin, and afforded us mu.
unl relief from our awkenrd positions. Though
this alarming treak of Charley's pussed off and ter-
minated so satisfactorily, yet I thought such rather
dangerows ones to play, and I 1ook goad care after
that night to keep him under my strict authority;
resolving to avoid fusther tricks nnd experiments tif]
wel got to the land of cultivated fields und steady
habits.

A curious FACT oN Foop axp Manore.~-[t has
been before stated that every purt of a plant containg
nitrogen as well as carhon ¢ but as wn iuvariable
rule, the seed of all plauts contains a much larger
quantity of nitrogen thun the leaves and stalks, and
u lesser quantity of earbon, nnd inversuly, the leaves
and stalks contain n much larger quuntity of earhon,
and a lesser quantity of nitrogen. Now when s
horse is fed on grass, his food consists almost en-
tirely of cachon ; and the result is, that when he has
a sufficient supply he gets fat—that is, that pacticles
of oily, fatty matter are degpasited on the muscles un.
der the skin ; but, us it is well known, n horse in
this conditon is (uito nuequal to any work, and the
least exertion reduces his hulk. But when the same
horse, under other circumstances, is fed on corn, his
fuod consist principally of nitrogen 5 and although
he may never, under this keep, get us 10t as under
the other, still the increase he does acquire will le
pure wmuscle, or, 18 it i3 tecihnically enlled, sound
flesh 3 and on this keep he can periorm much
more work with less fatigue than on food ~ontain.
ing no nitrogen,

A more complete instance could not be adduced
to shiow that mnimals as well as plants can only as.
similate that food which is presented them 5 in the
first case, carbonaceous matters being the food of
the horse, carbon is deposited in the shape of fat;
in the latter, when mors nitrogen enters into the
compositior of his food, the deposit of muscle pre.
ponderates.  So it is with wheat. With a taanure
containing nitrogen, gluten is formed ; hoth cases
being completely analogous, and uffording unerting
proof of one simple and uniform law. '

The dog may be considered the confidential serv-
ant of mun j—the cat appeass to aim at being his
companion, refusing absol e servitude.

THE SATURDAY EVENING VISITOR
Is printed and published by Ricuanp Nueent, at his OF
fice, West Front of the Province Building, Halifax.—

Terms—3s, 9d. per annum, in advance, or 1d. per copy.



