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3. 1. We may, iu the thid place, considern forw
of tho circumstarces which will follow the grucal
Judgment. And tho first is tho exccution of the
seatence proauuced on the ovil and on the good.
“ Theso shall go away into oternal punishment, and
Yhe rightoous 1o life cternal.® It should bo ob-
served, it isthe very same word which is used both
in the Yormer and the latter clause; it follows, tha
withor the punishment lasts for overs or the reward
200 will como 10 an end. No, novor, unless God
<could come to an cnd, or hismercy and truth could
fail. ¢ Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
the son, in the kingdom of their father, and shall
drink of those rivers of pleasuro which are at God's
right hand for evermore.” But hero all descrip-
tion falls short: all human language fails! Only
ono who is caught up into the third ieaven, can give
a just conception of it. Buteven such an one coa-
not oxpress what ho hath seen ; these thiugs it is
ot possible for » maa to utter.

The wicked, meaatime, shall 1+ turned into hell,
oven all tho people who forget God. They will be
** punished with everlasting destruction from the
preseace of the Lord, and from the glory of his
gower.” 'I‘hez will o ** cast into the lake of fire,

urning with brimstone,” originally * prepaied for
the dovil and his angels : whero they will gnaw their
tougues for anguish and pain, they will curse God
and look upward; there the dogs of hell—pride,
malico, rage, horror, despair, continuelly devour
them. * There they have no rest. day or night, bat
the smoke of their torment ascendeth for ever and
ever. For theic worm dicth uot, and their fire is
oot quenched.”

2 Then the heavens will be shrivelled up as a
parchment scroll, & *+ flee from the face of him who
sitteth on the throne, and thore will be found no
place forthem,” The vory manaer of their passing
away s disclosed to us by the apostle Peter;t * In
the day of God, the heavess heing on fire, shall be
-dissolved.”” The whole beautiful fabric will be over-
thrown by that raging elemeut, the conunexion of all
its parts destroyed, and every atom tors asunder
from the others.} + The earth also, and the warks
thatare therein, ohall be burat up.” Tho caor-
mous works of nature; the overlasting hills; moux-
tains that have defied the rage of time, and stood
unmoved 0 many thousands of years, will sink
dowa in fiery rain. How inuch less will the works
of art, though of the most durable kind, the utmost
offorts of human industry—tombs, pillars, trium-
phial arclies, castles, pyramids, he able to with-
stand the flawing copquerer Al all, will dic,
perish, vanish awag, like a drcam whca one
awaksth.

It bias indced bece imagined by some great and
gocd mcu, that as it requires that same Almights
Power to annibslate things as 10 create, to speak
uto aothing, or out of uothing ; so no part of, no
atom in the universe, will bo totally or finully de-
stroyed.

Rather, they suppose, that as the last operation of
fire, which we have yet beea able to olserve, is to
veduce ints glass, what by a smalicr foree it had re-
ducéd to ashes ; soin tho day God hath oidained,
the whole carth, if not tho material beavens slso,
will uadergo this change, after which the Sre can
havo no farthor power over them ; and they believe
this is intimated by that expression io the Rovela-
tion made to St. John:§ * Before tho thronc there
was asca of glass bike uate Crysial.”—We cannot
gow cithier aflinn or deny this; but we shall know
beroafter.

4. If it ba inquired by the scoffers, the minute
philosophers, hioyr can these things he? Whence
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'should come such an imumense quantity of fire as
would consumne the heaveus, aud the whole terra-
quoous globe 7 1t is casy to answer, even from our
owa slight und superficial acquaintance with natural
things. that! there are abundant raagazines of fire
rond{ prepared, and treasured up against the day of
tho Lord. low soon may a comet, commissioned
by him, travel down (roin tho most distant parts of
tho universe! And wero it to fix upon the earth in
its return from the sun, (when it is soine thousands
of times hotter than a red hot canunon ball)) who
docs not sce what must be the inupediate conse-
quencs? But, not to ascend sv high as the etherenl
heavens, might not the same lighicings which give
shine to the world, if commnndcshy the Lord of na-
turo, give ruin and utter destruction? Or, to go
no farther than the globe itself, who knows what
huge reservoirs of liquid fire are contaived in the
hewels of thoearth 7 Atoa, Hecla, Vesuvius, and
all other volcanos that beleh vut flames aud coals
of fire, what aro they, bnt so wmany proofs and
mouths of those fiery furnaces 7 and at the same
ting, 50 many ovidencesthat God hath in readiness
wherowith to fulfit his word? Yea, were we to
observe no more than the surfaco of the earth, and
tbings which surrouid us on overy side, it is most
cortain, (as a thousadd experin.cats prove beyond
all possibility of deniul,) that wo oursclves, our
wholn bodies are full of fire, a= well as every thing
round about us. Isit poteasy to make this othe-
real firg visiblo to the naked oye ? and to produce
thereby the very same effects on combustible mat-
ter, which are produced hy sublunary firc ? Necds
there any more than for God to unloose that seeret
chain wherchy this irresistible agent is now bound
down, and Ties quiescent in every particle of mat-
ter ? und lLow soon would it tear the umiversal
frame in pieces, aad involve all in one common
tuin ?

5. There is one cireumstanco more swhich will
follow the judgment, thut deserves our sorious con-
sideration.® ¢ We look (says the Apostle,) accord-
ing to his promise, for new hcavens, and a new
carth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.’.  The pro-
wise steads in the prophesy of Isainh,i ¢ Behold X
create new heavens aud a new carth; and the for-
wer shall not bo remembered ; so great shall the
glory of the latter he. These St. Joho did behakd
m the visions of God:t * I saw (saith he) a pew
heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and
tiie first earth were passed away ;" aud ozly righ-
teousness dweld thervin,  Accordingly he adds,§
* And I heard a great voice from (the third) hea-
ven, saying, Behold the tabernacle of God is with
men, aud he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, zad God himself shall be with them,
and be their God.””  Of necessity, therefure, they
will all be happy i}l * God shall wipe away all tears
from their cyes; and there shall be no muse death,
uveither sorrow nor crying ; neither shall ..ere be
any more pain. 9 There shall be no mure curso;
but they shall seo his faca;™ shall have the ncarest
access 10, aud theoce the highest resernblance of
him. This is the strongest expression of Scripture
to denote the most perfect happines. ** And bis
name shall be ou their foroheads:” thgy shall be
openly ackpowledged as Cad's osvn property 5 and
lus glorious naturo shall meit visibly shine forth
them ; * And thero shallbe no aightthera, and thoy
ueed ue candle, ncither light of the sun; for the
Lord God giveth them §i -ht; and they shall reign
for ever and over.”

1V. It stmains only to apply the preceding con-

aro we not directly Ied so to do, by the present so
lennity, which so paturally puints us to that day,
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siderations to all whio are here before God.. And!

whea the Lord will jndge the world iy righteous-{snid,
ness?  This, therefore, by remivding ps of that mayest bo no Jonger steward,”
more awlul season, may furnish mapy lessons of | possible some who are goilty > Y
instruction. A few of these I may bo permitted |of cvidenco ; hut thoreis no want of evidepce in

just to touch on.  May God wyite thetu oo alt aur
hearts!

1. And first, how beautiful are the feet of those
lwho are sent Ly the wise and gracious providence
of God, to exccute justico on earth, 1o defend the
injured. and punish the wrong doer ! Are they not
the nonisters of God to us for good, the grand sup-
porturs of the public tranquility, the patrons of -
noccnce amd vitue, the great secunity of all our
Itemporal blessiu,.> ! And does not overy ons nf
(these rep. oty wot only an earthly princo, but the
judgo of the eartu:  Him whote * Name 15 written
upun his thigh, Rig of lungs, and Lord of Lords!”
O that all these suns of the night band of the Must
High may be holy as ho s holy! Wise swith the
wisdom that suteth by lus throne. hke im who s
the eternal wisdom-of the Father! No respecters
of persons, as ho 15 none; but rendering to overy
man iccordiag to his works; like him inﬁexihly. -
exorably just, though pisful and of teuder merey !
So shall they be terrible mdeed to them who do
evil, as not bearing the sword in vain. So shall
tho laws of our ltand have thewr full uso and due
honour, and tho throne of our king be still establsh-
in rightcousness.

2. Ye truly honourable men, whom God and the
king have commissioped in a lower degreo to admi-
nister justico; may not ye bo compared to thosc
ministering spints who attend the Judge coming 1n
the clouds? May you like thetn, burn with love ta
God and man ! May you love nigmeousaess acd hate
imquity ! May yo aii mimster in your several
sphetes (such houour hath God given you also f) to
t{)em who shall bo bews of salvation, and to the
glory of your great Sovereign! May yo remair
the “establishers of peace, the blessing and ornas
mente of your country, the protectors of a guilty
land, tho guardian angels of all who aro round abous

ou!

3. You, whosc office it is to execute what is given
you in ehasge by him before whom you s.and, how
uearly aro yon concorned *o rescmble these who
stand before the face of the Son of Man? those ser-
vants of tus who do his pleasure, aund hearken to the
voice of bis words. Does it not import you to baas
uncorrupt as they, ? to approve yourselves the ser-
vants of God? to do justly and love mercy; to da
to all as ye would they should do 0 you? So
shall that great Judge, under whose eye ye con-
tinuaily stand, say to you alse, *Well doue, gond
and fnithful servants : entor ye inio the joy of your
Lorg

4. Suffer me to add a few words to all of you
who are at this day present before the Lord.  Ehould
uot you bear st i your nunds all the day long, that
a more awful day is coming? A large Assembiy
this! but what is it to that which every eye will
then behuld—the general assembly of all the elul-
dren of men that eser lived onthe face of the whole
oaith! A few will stand at the judgment-scat thy
day, to be judged touching what shall be laid 0
their chargo: and they are now reserved in prison,
peshaps in chains, till they are brought forth to be
tricd and sentenced.  Butwe sgall all, I who speak
and you who henr, *stand at the judgement-soat of
Christ!”  And wo arc now reservee on this earth,
which is not our home; in this prison of flesh and
blood. perhaps many of usn chuns of darkpess
too, till wo are ordered to be brought forth. Ilero
aman is questioneil concerning one cr two facts,
which ho is supposed to bave comeitted ; there we
cre to give ap account of alt our works, from the

radle 1o the grave: of all opr words, of all onr de-
sircs and sempers, all the thoughts and igtents of our
arts; of all tho nse «wp bave mado of oap various
talonts, whether of mind. body, or fortuae, till God
«+ Give ap account of thy stowardship < for thew
In this coprt, it1s
may escape for wans

tbatcoupp. Al pen with whom you had tlis most
sccrpt intorcourse, WHo wére privy to sll your de-
sigoy hed deliony, 7o reddy: LifovoYour facel ~&e



