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CIIURCI MUSIC. choir is siingiing, vill Brother So-anld-so just punch the

%vidc-spread feeling is prevalent among good people ire. He forges that a hymin is more edif)igwthu
A that wce siionild, in sine %way, iniprove the standcardi poker in Pu/pù Trasry

gards the desirability of sucli ir.provenment ; it iS OiiIy %vhcn ~N a previons nuniher or itis periodical I cndcavored
discussing the wvays and nieans of attaiiiing suicli resuits i topoînt out soute of the disadvantagcs of thc itinerancy.
that opinions differ so widelv. ht is not unusuil ta l'car The gencral acceptance af the systemn by one of the lcad-
the argument thit gaod mîusic shotild always bc used ing denomtinatioîîs in Anicrica, wvould indicate the existence
whcethcr thc people like it or not, mcanîng by tic terni of solid advantag-cs in its practical %vorking. The follow-
"good music," snicb as is puit together upon the most ap- ing -ire somne of thc merits claimcd for it by its advocatcs:

provcd plan-tliat mnusic wiiclî, wlhcn well renderccl, gives i. t kccps the church togýethier. AlthougOh it is a
us keen delighit more tlirouffh the intellect titan throtigh hunmiliating acknowlcdgnient to miake, yct it is noane the
the emotions. It secinS to mie that tîjis argument, wlîichl less truc, that iii no concerius of our life on earth, are %ve
would be eminently sound if aipphied ta music intended for more obliged ta bc governcd by the %vaywvardness of
the canccrt-roonm or cOnservatorY, is sadl>' Out Of plnCC humait nature titan in cliirch, afl'airs. In thevery associa-
%vhcn applicd to music that is intended ta bc tie veliile tian, in 'dicli ail our sclfisiiness is supposcd tO bc laid

thogîwih eaet oshporCetr.fi ie.asidc anti tlic spirit of Christ prevailing, do wc find sonie
tion, as 1 regard it, is flot wliat impression tîc nusic wvill of the miost virullent outbursts of aur pissions, tcnding nc.t
have on ine, whctlicr it will give ine delightful sensations only to rend thc Churcli of Christ, but ta destroy our social
or flot, but rathcr, is it apprapriate and fIttin)g as a1u act pence andi coinfort. Nov: it is claimed, and apparently
of w'orship, is ht acceptable ta Goud ;? with truth, that the systci under consideration reduce5

Our congregations are madle uii, for the most part, of this cvii ta a minimum. Churchmien, not in sympathy
pcrsons %wlio have a vcry moderate knowludge Of miusic. %vith same particular pastur and his modes of wvork, %will bc
l'lie fact that a verv smnall percentage of tiiose wlio coin- lcss disposed to cast ruflections upon lus character, or to
pose our Sabbatli audicnces can conmprelicnd intermiediate iîîctr tic odiinni of aîgitating for a change, when such a
tones, should bc taken inta considieration in seulcctilig change will soan take place iii the ordinary working of
tunes for tise in Our clîurchîes. Aîîything that tendlts to the church. The diverse clements of the chînreli cau thils,
district aur attention is sure ta dissipate a«il devotional bce hcld toguthcr with greater harmiony and ini more united
emotians. If tic wvorshipper is obligcd Io stop and think co-aperation in the. work.
af an interval, lic may or mi), not sing that intcrval, 2. It renders tic churcli independcnt of the Iltares."
corrcctly, but thc very act of tlîinking about it will inter- It 35 claimed tlîat in the ordinary mode of calling a
rupt ]lis devotions: Titus it ivill lie seu that a1 lune witl mniistcr ta a congregation, thc hypocrite lias an equal
but one difficult interval or progression %viIl efi'ectuahily voicc %vit], the sincere ; thuat a rnemibcr's influence is not
Drevent it front becoming a proper vchiicle of devational in proportion ta the measure of grace that is in him, but

iccîju"'ta his comparative %vealtlî or strength of mind. Sucli
Most persans nawv-a-d.-ys can conîprchend diatonie persans wil niot aiopt tic saine criteria of qualifications in

tonles and intervals, andti Ui progressions fornied b>' the Uic selection of a1 pastor as will the humble pions of tic
use of sîîch toues and intervals, licnce anis' sîîch tuiles as flock, nor be able to rchish tlîat kind ai spiritual food
art! canposed almlosi exclusivcly of diatonie iîitervals whiichi is inost conducive ta our growth in grace. Men
shîould bc attemptecl in a îînrcly devotional mceting. It are thus at titnes callcd ta charges through tlîe influence
is qîtite common ta licar caînpasitions in clîurclî whîichi of mnibers wshîo, it is clairned, have flot tie spiritual
cati only bc performcd by professional singurs, and cven qualifications ta have a vaice in the Church of Christ.
tlius rendered no anc cires ta have thîcm repeatcd ; tlius, 3. It obviates the necessity in a minister af sckiug for
rnany of aur books camie ta be lumbered do%'n witlî a parish. A young man, on being ardaincd ta the
sclîolarly attempts at musical composition %Vhich are finit- niinistry, lias a circuit at once assigncd ta 1dim. He is
less ini forni and progression, and cven brilliant in com- not obliged ta spend luis Urne and strcngth in lookiug for
position, but whîich are ncvcrthielcss siniply co/dj corrcti. a place ta lay his licad. There daes flot scert ta bc any

You %vil! pardon nie if I arn forced ta the conclusion, mercenary spirit implicd in this argument. It is mncrcly a
from ycairs of experience, tlîat clergymen arc largcly recognition of Uic circtnxstanccs in %whichi the visible
blameablc for tie lax public sentiment concernuiug tuc clitrch funds itself at the prescut day. It is a false con-
satcrcdncss of the musical portion of public %vorship. In cepition af tic prescrit standia- of the church wvhich
cilles, during Uic singing Uîey ofiten arrange tlicir notices, appeils ta the missionary spirit of the days ai Paul as the
or stelî forward andi opien the Bible at tic riglit place. In only standard for the prescrit age, at lcast in places wherc
country villages, the pastor sornedmes says, IlWlîile tic tiv question undcr consideration sva'ild obtain. The


