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TORONTO, JULYV 38, 1900.

Noa 30

JERUSALEM,
BY W. B. H. MASBRY.

My Fellow Bible Students,—There is
no fpot on the face of the earth around
whicth are ciustered such aacred mem-
orics, which has been the scene of such
brilllant military exploits, and about
whith centres so much historic interest,
as Jerusalem. And, knowing the inter-
est every one who reads the Bible bhas in
this wonderful old city whose name “is
used eight hundred and elghteen times
in the Bcriptures of the Qld and New
Testaments,' I venture a letter to you
durlag my briet sojourn
withiy its walls, hopling
it Mgy not

be
accedtable.”

How strange to be
staying in Jerusalem-—-
the Holy City ! Butin
renlity it is not the
'Toly City, for the
streets  whick  our
Savloyr trod are under-
neath the present eity,
whith 8 smaller in
every way than the
noble city of New Tes-
tament time, Only very
little remains of the
anclent clty, so effectu-
ally have the pro-
phetles regarding its
destryction been ful-
filled,

7The Jerusalem of to-
day Is built on a heap
ot buried citles and .
much of Mount Zfon—
once adorned with mag-
nificent  structures—is
at pregent a * ploughed
field” (Micah 8. 12)
To find traces of (he
gorgeous
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it I8 pecessary to dig
thirty to one hundred
feet through the ac-
cumulgtion of the rub-
bish of ages—at the
north-gast corner of the
temple the debris was
125 feet deep. In dig-
ging for the founda-
tions of new buildings
the Workmen sometimes
dig through 'a series of
bufldlngs—one  above
another—showing that
one c¢ity has Dbeen
built op the ruins of
another (Jer. 9. 11).
* 7The present Jerusalem
may be considered the
eighth?  ‘“QOne city
Hles heaped upon an-
othet, for Jerusalem.
stood no fewer than
tweenty.seven sieges
from Jebusites and
Isratlites, Egyptisns
axd Agsyrians, Greeks
- and Romans, Moham-
medang and Crosaders.”
«Irhere I8 not one
house standing on
vhich we can feel cer-
taip that our] Lor&
ever gazred, unless

be the old tower by the
Jaffs Gate " (McLeod)—
the Tower of .David,
RoW ¢glled the Tower.
of NWippicus, which
modt, interesting old structure my bed-
roon window faces.

Buch belng the case, you will naturally
ask, " What Zreat interest, then, can
there he in visiting Jerusalem ?” I an-
swer, much, For though in such an
awful pile of rulas there has been great
difficulty in def@nitely establishing lo-
calitiey, very many lmportant sites have
been positively determined and the gen-3
eral lay of the Jerusalem of old estab-
lishad, Many sacred places have been
discioged—foundations of walls and
belldings—ruins of towers and arches
which sre mentioned in Scriptuie and
which Jocate the important scenes in

un-
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Bible history. Nore discoveries are con-
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tinually being made, and the work would ) now being sown—may banish such follies.

proceed faster, but the Turkish Govern-
ment has put a stop to all excavating,
and Mohammedan rule throws every pos-
sible obstacle in the way, and does all
in its power to hinder the work which
would In any way throw more light upon
and corroborate Bible records, and blast
the soundatlonlcss fabrications of us own
creed.

SACRXD PLACRS,

Besides these anclent sites about which |

there is no doubt, there ares a second
class of *“sacred places” {n and about
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Butgaside from theso things, tho hilla
and ‘valléye remain the same—* tho
mounjains round about Jerusalem "—the
Mount of Olives and the Valley of
Kedron. The city still stands on Mount
Zion and Mount Mortah. The kings and
prophets of Isracl looked upon theso
scenes, and the Son of God walked

through the valleys and on the very
mountain slopes where we may walk.
‘* Somewhere in the buried city under our
feet ho did bear his cruss, and these hills
we tread trembdled by the earthquakoas
power when he expired.”

S. A JERUGNALIX JEW,

MODERN JERUSALEM TYPES,

the cliy .established almost solely by tra-
dition, but which a:2 possibly, and even
probabiy, correct; and again others pot
yet fully determined, but \-hich are quite
certain. A third class of s -called sacred
objects and localities I ;ould merely
mention—localities which are almost fm-
probable and which are pointed out to
travellers, and more especially to the

‘thousands of ignorant and superstitivus

pligrims, by the cunning priests and
monks of GrecX, Armenian, Latin, and
other churches, who have made them up
to give colour to thelr impostures and
nefarious means of extorting gain. It is
to be hoped that some day a nobler type

‘of Christianity—the sceds of which are

MODKEN JEXUSALEN »

fs an exceedingly Interesting study in It-
gelf, and it is pretty certaln that thn
Jerusalem of Christ’s time, though a
much larger and fnfinitely grander city.
was like it in general appearance and
characteristics. The customs of the peo-
ple, too, their dregs and primitive ways.
must closely resembdle thoge of tlie people
of that early date.

The city now stands on four hills, the
valleys whirh once geparated them deilng
now partially filled with debris  The
site Is surrounded by dcep
high bills, which have always made it
such a great stronghold. It is enclosed
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valle;s and '

by an irregular wall, averaging over
thirty fect in helght, and on it are thirty-
four towers. There are seven gates, five
only being in use. At first sight the
city {s disappointingly small and it only
takes about an hour to walk around the
walls, which, thoug% wmassive in appear-
ance, are by no means substantial, and
are in stfong contrast to the few remalns
of the old wall. The stréets are very
narrow—not much wider th.n the slde-
walks In ti.: business portlon of Toronto
—aro crooked, and to the stranger seema
tntricate. They are, for the most pard,
vory poorly patid with
cohble stones, and are
filthy and dirty. In
places the houses are
actually built right over
the strecets on stone
archways, making them
dark and dibgy. Some
streets are bullt over
almost entirely, and are
more like ocellar pas-
sages than  streets,
Owing to the hilly
situation, streets on a
steep incline are bulit
in terraces, so to speak
—=a step of six or seven
inches every six feet or
&t more frequent in-
tervals, according to
the steepness.

No wheeled vehlcle
ever gocs through the
streets of Jerusalem.
Al transporlation s
by means of donkeys,
camels, and sometin.es
horaes and mules, and
the backs of men and
women are also ex-
tensively used. The
ponderous weights the
men will carry on thelr
backs, and the eage with
which women will bal-
ance heavy bdurdens on
their heads is most as-
tonishing. Only to-day
I saw a man strug-
gling up David Street
with an iron safe, quite
two feet square, on hie
back! It must have
been enormously heavy.
When a heaviiy laden
camel—the load pro-
Jecting well over either
side—or a string of
them, one tied behind
the other, a3 they gen-
erally go—comes down
through the narrow,
and almost always
very crowded, streets,
the uninitiated pedes-
trian will become
alarmed and wonder if
therec 1s going to be
room. A well-loaded
donkoey 1s bad enough
to meet, and it is really
wonderful what loads
these usgeful and very
numerous little animals

can carry. It would
seem the Syrians
couldn't do  without
them.

All balldings in Jeru-
aslem are of gione, evan
to the stairs and roof.
The bouses of two or
more storles are really

a serles of vaults, one above another,

They are generally bulit square, with
, very thick walls and comparatively fiat
, roofs, having a low dome in the ceatre—
| characieristically Oriental. The popula-
{ tion at tho present time Is estimated to
; ho about 50,000, while at the time of our
{ Lord it was sald to be cover a million.
| The walis of the city of that time, of

course, enclosced a larger aren. Of the

50.000 nearly one-half are Jews, prin-
; cipally of Spanish, German, and Polish
yorigin.  The Aohammedans are mostly
natives. The Greek Church bhss a vory
atroog bold, and ptigrims from the fur-

(Continucd cn page 2.)




