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PLEASANT HOTURS,.

Bervice,

Two angels, waiting, stood before the threne,

hnmmo;wd for sorvice. “Go,” the randate
ead,

**To yon far world : find on his dying bed

A cluld ; convey him bither, Uverthrowa

Throuygh stress of war, & conguered kiog
makes inoan

Giather the wasted peoplo whom he led,

And rule and guide the kingdem 1 his stead.

Chooso ye which service yo shall make your
own.”

Thon each made haste t» answer: “Whea
tiod’s volce

Uttora tho lonst command, or great or swall,

fhur eager wills can never know a choice,

Enough for us that we may serve atall;

Whother to soothe a child, or rule a state,

Ouly obedjonco makea the service great.”
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LION-HUNTING.
BY RRV, SBAMUEL GREGORY,
* He went down also and elow a lion in the
midst of & pit in time of anow.”—
2 dam. xxiii. 20.

Our Zoological Gardens contain a won-
dorful collection of ** wild animala.,” Itis
a sort of living picture-book, whero, in tha
pleasantest way, boys and iirla learn &
ood deal about oreatures that are fast
ying ouat of the worid. The most popular
gmof the Garders 1s tho lion-house, whore
alf a dozen lions aro kept. They aro en-
clossd in great cages, and havo grown so
“used to captivity that tho great king of the
forest looks quictly at children standing
before his eage, and allows his keepor to
ﬁ:‘{l éh mane and stroko him. There the
meroly a splendid picturs, and docs

no mischiof.

In his native home it is Qifferons, and
hunters go out to kill him. As Africa (the
chief home for lions) bocomes more and
mereinhabitad with people, thelicns have to
be m t{utdaa v;il?lvoa had to be cleared
out and. Twenty years lions
in Algeris dostroyed many horseigo cattle,
zlu:(?. and goats. Ervery licn dovoured
£240 worth of cattle every yosr, and as a
lion lives about thirty-five years, each lion
coat £8,000. The peopls there callod him
the tax colloctor, and said that for every
posund thoy paid to their ﬁpvemmont.. they
paid fifty pounds to the lion. A country
cannot aflord to keep lions, so it is a very
good work to hunt them down and deatroy
them,

BAMBOX AXD BAVID,

Idoms were in existenco in the Bible
countries, and so lion-stories ars to be
foundin the Bible. Once whon Samson waa

boﬁinning to foel hisgroat strength, he was
walking along among some vineyards, and
a young lion against him, Samson

no weapon, but with his naked hands
ho soized the lion by tho throat, and killed
it anocasily as1f it worea lamb. RaTexidy

Sosk was sitasked by a Men, and the bold
{:u!\ long‘bt the lon, and killed it there
the fe!
BENAIAR AND THE LION,

Herv again is & story of one of David’s
mighty men, and his attack on a lion was
ovidently thought to boe one of his boldeat
deods. It wan winter, and the land was
white with snow. Benaiah saw some foot-
printa 1n the snow, and know thuy were
the track of a lion, Hu followed the foot-
printa until they came to the edge of a
pt. Decoivod by tho amooth surface of
snow, tho lion had fallon in the drift, und
sunk into tho pit.  Benaiah sought no
help, but went down, attacked the hon,
and killed him. Weo aro not told much,
but tho peoplo rogarded it as one of tho
most daring of actions for a solitary man
thus to face o lion.

‘‘THR ORRISTIANB TO TH3I LIONS !"

We make a proverb about lions, and ay
that any ono detormined to serve God and
do good must be ready to face a lion.
Once it was moro than a proverb. Bad
pooplo, who did not understand Christi-
anity, often put tho followors of Jusus
Christ into a8 pit among lions. St. Paul
ssys that he had fought with beasts at
Ephesus, and ho seys that God dalivered
him out of the mouth of ths lion. His
meaning i8 not clesr, but some think that
(like many other Christians) St. Paul had
been thrown to lions in the theatre, and
that ho had baen delivered from death.
One of the amusements in ¢ cities of
those days was to watch tho struggle of
Christians with wild beasts. This was
especially a0 in Rome, where one of the

dest buildings in the world is still
atanding. It had a gallery that would scat
thousands of spectators. Lions' dens and
prisons were under the gallery, and there
waa a largs oval space for conflict. People
who go to Rome now ses & cross fixed in
the middle of the ruin a8 a memorial of
thoso who died in that cruel way for the
eake of Christ their Saviour. For in those
days, when the town wasexcited about the
Christians, there rose the cry, not of
““Down with them!"” but of “To the
lions| To the lions!"

Lions have been the destroyers of brave
Ohristians  who have made a stand for
Chrict, and they bave given us proverbial
sayings sabout persecution. To-day there
are Christian bgeopla in Russia who are
suffering terribly for Christ's sake. We
should not have our gquict Sundays if men
like St. Paul and Martin Luther hud not
:Ilsred everything to spread the teaching of

esus.

It in very woll to read stories liko that
of this Israclite, who followed tho lion
thronﬁh the snow and killed him in that
pit ; but thereare infinitely grandor storics
of brave, good men and women whess bio-
graphies make our hearta leap as we read
them. Their lives help to stir ours, for
ws need courago if we are to follow Christ
faithfully. Many people want to be good,
but they dare not.

A TIGER STORY.

Jt. Peter once spoke about temptation
as » lion. * Your adversary, the devi),
gooth about as a roaring lion, seeking whom
he may dovour.” J wish we could think
thatsinis reallytarrible. Peoplooftenthink
there is no harm in doing wrong. Once a
tiger cscaped froin Jamrach's place (a dealor
in lions and tigers in Ratclitfe Highway),
and as tho savage creature walkod along, s
little boy went ap to stroko it. The tiger
stunnod the cl.id with a blow of its paw,
and then took tho little thing in his teath,
and carried him along until some men came
with crowbars and other weapons and sst
the child freo. He was not hurt, but had
& marrow escape. Poople often strcko the
tiger—play with him. Whean Simon Poter
compared sin to a lion springing on its
grey. he thought of that nelg ¢ when he

imself was suddenly tempted to tell a lie
and dony Jesus. Ho was a brave man;
but he was off hia guard, and did what he
was sorry for immediately.,
AX ADVANTUROUS ARAN,

I have read about peopls in 2 Nile bost
with some Arabs. Alionwas inthe desert
by tho river, and ons Arsb, who was ve
bold, rnd & good shot with a rifls, ste
on to the bank to show what he could do.
He went near 80 the lion, attracted its at-
tention te make it turn, and then firad a
fatal whot But the lion made one dying

l'pﬂn?‘, and struck the man on the shoulder
with his paw such a blow that tho arm was
torn clean from the body. The man died
instantly from the shook, and tho lion fell
doad close by him.

Pooplo are often as foolish in pulting
thomsolves into dangerous company, an
in meddling with what is wrong. Jesus
taught us to say : ** Lead us not mto temp-
tation.” It is wise to bo afraid of doing
wrong. The Bible compares sin to what
is terrible.  The Bible calls sin a lion, a
wolf, n serpent, o fire, & flood- it is foar-
ful to do wrong—the moat fearful of all
things.

Damel faced the lion's den rather than
displease God. He was put into that den,
and there God took care of him, and saved
him from the mouth of the lion.

TMAGINARY LIONS,

Many peoplo have more trouble with
imaginary liona than with real ones. Solo-
mon says that plo who are lazy often
say: *‘Thero 18 a lion in the strects "
About threo years ago a lion got out of o
travelling show in Lancashire, and for a
day or two was roaming tho fields. One
ovoning I asked a littlo boy whom I know
down there to walk along with mea littlo
way, and he said ho dare not because of
the lion. The lion, ho s&aid, was in a
field just behind tho comotery. Of course
the lion was not thore at all. When peo-
ple don't waat to go anywhero or to do
anything, they soon find out that there is
alion in the way. This is what Solomon
meant. Peopls with no spirit are checked
by fanoies of a lion.

They say that a real lion will often re-
treat if you quietly let it see that you are
not afraid. Lions come out and roar on
dark nights, and on stormy nights. If it
is moonlight they are not va% hold, and
in the day-time less bold. Dr, Living-
stone (who was once knocksd down and
bitten through the arm by a lion) used to
eay that if you meet an African lion, and
look at him steadily, he faces you a second
or two, thon ho turns and walka quistly on
for a fow paces, and then trots away.
Thore are lions in the path of life that are
only pictures, and others that make way if

ou are resolute. In study snd work, and
n serving God, tho great thing is to be
determined and not to fear difficulty.

‘* THE LION SBRMON.”

But if we truet God, we need not fear
even greater diflicultics, and troubles, and
tarrors. In one of the London churches
there is (or there used to be until very
Iately) a sermon preached every year called
¢ The Lion Sermon : " because long ago, a
city merchant, who was travelling in North-
ern Africa or Arabis, suddenly found him-
self face to faco with a Jion. The traveller
foll on his knees, und asked God to save
his lifa; and after the lion had walked
round him and looked at him, it went
away. When the good man came back,
he went to the church to give God
thanks for this salvatinn, and arranged
that every year somo one should keep
this incident in mind, and tell people
about the God who watches over our lives,
and saves them that trust in him.

THE COURAGE OF ‘‘ THE LAMB OF GOD."

That i3 the real secret of courage. Even
timid people learn to be strong and con-
fident through faith in God. Jesus was so
gontle that he was called **The Lamb of
God."” No one was 8o kind and gentlo as
Jesus, yot he know no fear. Pilate won-
dered that Jesus was not afraid of him,
and asked why, for he said, *‘Knowest
thou not that I have power to crucify
thee 1" But Josus was the Son of God,
and did not fear Pilato or tho crass. If wo
follow Jesus, and beccme God's trus chil-
dren, wo moy have the same happy con-
fidonce. Tho sweetost and most loving of
all Christ's disciples said that ¢ porfoct
love casteth out fear.” If wo love God,
and have good, kind hearts, we necd not
fear, for God will guidoand saveus. **The

~ wicked feath whon no man pursueth ; but

the righteous.are bold as a lon.”

INDELIOATE AND DARGEROUS.

Ix New York great uumbers of clgars
are mado in cheap tenoment bouscs. In
one small room tho pogr cigsr makor and
his family live, aleep 2nd work. The loaf

tobaoco i» spread and moistened on the i
thy floor, walked on by tho womon, ch...
dron, cata and dogs. Then it is mado inre
cigare. Thoso aro finally verfuned, given
a popular Spanish brand. aud sold at ex-
travagaut prices as n first-class luxury
Thoso who chow fino-cut occasionally fin
in it old dried-up quids which have been
worn out by some caroless or covetous
chewor.  Some kinds of smoking tobace
are mado wholly or in part of refuse tobac-
co quids and stumps of cignrs which havs
beon gathored by children from sidewalks,
gutters and spittoons.  Cigarottes aro alsw
made of this tobacco garbuge, tobaceo
atoms, opinm and paper containmg a larg -
porcentago of arsonic or other deadly

ison. In San Francisco huudreds of

ys are breaking out in and about the
month with leprosy from smoking cigar-
ettes made by Chiucae lepers. Smoking
iz most injurous to the young; often ity
worst offects do not appear until laten
lifo. Swmoking produces dyspopsia, dis-
eases of tho liver, puloness, sallowness,
weakness, inability to procreation, ind..
lence, paralysis, congestion of tha bruin,
blindnoss, cancer of the mouth, tonguo
and lips, and early death. Dr. Pidduck
says, ‘‘In no instanco is the sin of the
father mouvo strikingly visited upon ths
children thun in the sin of tobacco smol-
ing ; the enervation, the hysteria, the in-
sanity, the dwarfish deformities, the con-
sumption, the suffering lives and eurly
deaths of the children of inveterats
smokets bear ample testimony to the
foeblencss and unsoundness of the con-
stitution transmitted by this pernicious
habit.

Smoking is far bolow beasthood. The
lamb or pig that smoked would be.treated
as a nuisance. Could dogs be inducod to
imitate their masters, smoke and chew at
home, in the strects, etores, saloons, etc.,
flavouring everything with tobacco filth,
what a shocking exhibition it would be of
cruelty to animals, but if mankind would
only imitate the dogs in their disuse of to-
bacco and intoxicants, to what sublime
height our race wounld bo eleveted, what
.measureless happiness and prosperity
would follow guch a glorious reform. ~How
holy angels must wonder at the folly of
those fiondish smokestacks who court dis-
eass, whilo thoy glory in their shame,
fancying their superior manhood because
they smoks a filthy poison.

JUNIOR LEAGUE.
PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.

September 29, 1895.

Bowing Dows. —Exodus 20. 4-6.

If we compare soms of the images which
have been made in various countries and have
been worshipped as 80 many doities, with the
prohibition contained in these words, we wul
see how tho makers of idols havo domno the
very thinge which tho Jews were commanded
not to do.

Godrevorls himselfas ““a jealousGod.” This
is a strong oxprcasion intended to coavey the
idea that ho will not be content %o place him.
solf in competition with any being or object
which inay be set up as an object of worshiy,.
All these beings, no matter by what hxgg-
soundicg names they may be known among
men, are created objects, tho work of men's
haads. -

Qod is the High and the Holy One who in.
habiteth eternity. He nover was created bit
wes always in being. From evorlasting to
evorlasting he is God. He is the first eternal
causs. He holds the winds and the waves in
his fist, and the waters in the hollow of hit
hand ; he even taketh up tho isles as a vory
little thing and tho nations are but as
hoppers in hia sight. He speaks and it is
done. He commajds and it atandoth fast.

800 his power to punishand reward, verse6.
The msaning of this is that those whe do weii
sow tho sceds of truth in the Lesrts of ther
offspring which bring forth the fruits of love
and rightsotshess. And thoss who do avil by
worshippiog other gods entail upaa others
those princitles the davelopment of which ars
svil, only and that eentinmally. Thiats
secu in all heathen nationg,



