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*Usî' un subscriptians ta flic 111C4cpan arc
requcsted ta bu forvarded im:îîcdiatcly.

1izrott wc lîring the prrscnt tiume to a close,
%ve tluiîk tiat it %%l bcI Le cc(plàtab ta aur rcteiN
gencrally, anîd to tliose in paîticuldr %Vlao are not
iiitiinatocly acqiaititeui %vith the internîai econurny
of liritibi %Veslcyaii ýIlctlîilsin, lutt are de.,4rous
of Undcîstaiîdin- its ccclesiastienl clilstitillioil-tt)
prescrit thei witli a campenîdious view of thec Vo-
1113' of the Wesley.aîî Socicties, as it relates ta Ilii-
tili Methadismn, tlîroti-hott thc %vorld. Imded,
consideiing the naine and desigil, af aur Journal,
ive conféss ourselves reinisb lu not having aiteînpt-
cd Lefore, in tlîis respect, the uischargec of a duty
sa natturallY devalî ina. uipomi us, as conductars of
this periotlical. Eveîî now, làoawever, we cuit on-
]y furnish a 1'ery blef Ontdine c

i3îitisli %Ves'teyail Mcthaodisin, although it cri-
jginatei in aiu Liiscupal and National Cliurclî, and
thlougli its lînt Millisters %Vere Ep)i$caP.l Clergy-
men, is Pi ca!uylorit.l i ils 1>olity. lt is truc, that
the 11eV. Joi-., WSLEY, oconvinlccol Of the ideîîtity
cf the aider, if cal of the office of thc primitive
il Elderi:,l and et 0 verseczs,-* or cg l3iàlioips,t11
bein- liimself a re-ularly-ordalitied Miibter anti
Eider, or I>reshyter of the Churcli of En-land,
anti believing iiimself as Scrip.turaîl a I3iiip as an>'
l'relate ln tlîat cliurcli ; proceeded ta ordiimi the
11ev. Dr. Coït-, %vho %vas allso ilu Viicst'3 ortiers-
a Supcrinte.-adeîit, or, as lie ias subsequcenfly oral-
led, Bishop of tlie Ametican Sorieties, aud gave
ta tlose Societies the Episcopial forai of Cliurclî
goverriment, for reasotis suggestcdl by tlic tiien
exibting circumstances of the Anierîcaî States.
Tihe Societics, haivever, or connexion in Great

iitain andi Jrcland, lias been fromn the bcg-inîing,
Presti) tertian !i ils economny ; if îlot iu the~ strict
sense lu whiich the Cliurtch cf Scotiand ;mil so:ne
allier churclies are ýo constituted inu delloîniiîa-
led, yet ln the appointîneuit andi order of ils 1Moi-

isters, andi the generil cliaracter of its discipline,
ort!inance!s, andi %orship.

The Wesieyan> Polit>', tlîough presbyterial, is
îlot coný-rcg-atiOnal, but Connex~iorial. The Socle-
tics or cbateles which compose the great Metho-
dist body, unlike the Independent or Congýreg.1-
tian2l churehors of Ihitain anti Alincricao stand in
anl linite relation ta each allier, andi the %,liole
t.f themn are in connection Nvith tlue Conférence,
the visible and pat-rilal head of the body. "9As
the primitive Chîristian eliurclics were as close-
1>' corutecteti as circumnitances %vould permit; as
a famil>', an aria>, a 6lty, a nation or a king-
doint is aile Lady, under anc common goverriment 1
as the Christian Clîurclî resemhies the hum2n bu-
di>, having 'joints anti bandes,' anti ant heati, sa
the Wesleyan clîurclies aie as intini tely Uînitcd
as national distinîctionîs andi geagraphicai situationî
,,vill admit; anti ecd cf thie four depas tîneuits, iii-
i.te;a of consisting of insulzieti andi indepeudent
congregatianF, formns ant- compact antoi lînrinonliocs

w.e.Ever>' class, cçUtailîing twtslve mcrnbcrs,
or sometLnes more or less, is uniteti uncer one
leatler; several classes li a lown or cliel, malce
crie Socitty ; several societies or classots formn anc
Circuit or Station, uiît!r tlue paî.toral care of ailc
Superiiîtendcnt; several circuits constitute ane
District, under the supervision of a Chairnian-
ana the several distticts ini which the whole
fiela is divided, form, onc Connexion, viadar tic

3overnnmcnt antd directiont of the Conférence,

iiliicli is the collective 1'astorate or Ilreshytcrate The foliowilng Clauses or Regulatiotîs are cx-
of (lie wlîole Ciîurch ; the 1'icsideiît beiiîg tîte ge- tracteti
tîcral overseer iii tue iiîterliu of tie Conference.'"o i: The Cnfercace shahl andi may admit int

Tlîîs (lie Wesleyait connexionî ina>' Le tiescribeti Connexionî witlî tlîem, or on tticl, any peiscon or
as ai extelîclve clrcuiféecc, cnîbraciîgscvcri iersoîls Wlîoii tieY $11111 Aprove, ta lie Preach-
itiur circles. 0f t;îis clcumfouecle tlîe Con_ ers and Exiicuîîtiets of' Gatt's lioly WVord, unîcerthe carec and dircoction tîf tie Coîîforciîce, the name
ference us tlîc catre-next, tue District Coiî,nit- of every suci pîersan or piorsons sa admitteti into
tees or Meetings-ncxt, he Quau.iteriy Meetiîîgs Connuexion, or uîpon tial ss 3faresaiti, w'itli thcs
- he the ctis-leîthe (,,11,s tune auîd dt'grees cf tlîe admnissionî Leiîug eiîtered

andMin Metins, it alierordnane3 ndin tue Jouriiels or itiutes of the Cofrnel
.îîd 1,tid M'eiiig, î'uti oîte orînaecaan il" No persan shahl be electeti -. Nember cf the

inîstituions coniîcled %viîl worslij amîd disei;îliiie, Conféece, who lîath not Leeîî adraitteti inb
lu ail of huiclî thec incînbers are persautally *iute- :ca. îexiaîî witiî Uic Couferemîce as a 1>reaciîer ami
re>eti, tliroti,-h %vliich tlcy .trc represcîtcîîi, anti E.'pounder of Goti's floly WVord ad aforesaiti, for

Lv~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~1 wlil u> eoîîel tercletv ni % Vlienever tîne saitl Conférence shahl be re-
.ilosociated cliaracter, tîceir intimaite culilixiqtl duceti urider the niîunler orf orty Mlenibers, andi
with the Confourence as the centre, sand ilîcir fra- conîtinue sa relucetl for tlirc ycarly assembliesl
bernaI relationî ta the nîost distant parts cf tlîe ex- tlîereof stuccessivel)y, or wlîenever the INlemberg

tecîdei ~~hle. *tlercofiuluall decline or negct ta meet togetliertendd whle.annually for the uluruloses at*,rcsaiti, duriuuq the
ellace cf flîrc ycoars, tlîat tlien, and in cittier of

,AhluIN k CONISTITUTION< OF THE~ CONFEREtÇCLP tbhe saiti evcats, the Coniférence cf the l'copie

'1711E ihx. JoîiN WExstt.Y, floI.A., FoeaNDrR aOF 11iE
IVFIs.Y.îrN MIFETutOaisr !SoCII:rtSs- Bora Jtune
litii, 1703,-Dieti March '2, 1791.
Tlîe first Socitty was farînet at Ox ford, ini No-

vembc'r, 1729.
The Methodist Itîncrancy Le-an in 1739.
T1'le Fiîst Conîvention of Methodist Precacliers,

assembleti as a CaQlfcrencc, was surmoncti by the
11eV. J. IVESLEv, anti look place at the Foundiy,
iii Londonî, June 25 1714,-Present 1 JohIN Wcs-
LIRv; CHA.cRLES W4ESLEY ;JOHN~ l1Iaucs, Itector
of %Wenvo ; licn l'iras, Vicar of Bexley ; SA-
.%1tk£L T.&vz.oit, 1'icar of Quuîlton ; anti Jouins IMi-
RIroN<.

These holy mien thns assembleci, met ta canfer
to-ctlicr luow tiîey miglit Lest lîramote the inter-
ests anti extenîsionî af religion-ta "4 cousider well
tîteir frrst principles"l-liow ttîey miglut contribute
<' ta refarmi tlîe Nation, more particuiarly tue
Chîurclî, anti ta spresti Scriptural aIoiness over
the Lad"~iîce,1744.)

Thie.e Conventions or Conférences continuieti ta
Le lieid duling furt>- successive years. Mean-
%wlille,, tlîe nuniîber cf l'reachcrs, Members, andî
chapela, rapidl>' increased, tutîtil il luecame cvi-
dent ta ?tlr. 'Wzsi.ry aidîth e Preaclîcrs, tlîst in
order ta sectire tlîe chapels ta the Connexion for
ever, accordin, ta the intetcîion af tlîc Tiust
t)ecds, anti ta icrpart, ta poste rit>' the revival cf
religion, which, under (;ad, tlicy hail been the
instruments cf eliiectisig, il was necessar>' thatl he,
as the author anti lîati af the Conférence, slîould
taire some àtep, by wlîich that bodiy miglît lie
legally recoguiizcd, anti the constitution anti dis-
cipline of Methodism thecly perpetuateti.

Il was then, Iluat the ReV. JOHrN IUY, ia
lus Deeti cf DcclaTalicn, andi Establishmntnoftii
Caonference, executeti lu> hlm, Febriuary 28, 1781,
anti cîîralied la lis Majesty's 111gb Court o;
Cliancer>', nominateti one hundreti of the Travel-
ling Preachers ta constitute, (andi their saccessors
for ever,) 44 The Conférence cf the People calleti

?ukhioist."The. design cf thus W3S to give a
legs1 specification of that phrase-"' The Collfer-
t±nce of the Peoiple caille Ielolsi" which la
inserteti iii ail thte Dceds cf Chapela. Dy> vir-
tue of luis Decti, the Confereuce ciainis the Powell
of appoiniiii., I'reaclitvrs ta officiahe ini thase ocha-
î>cis. The whlîai Decil is too long ta lue inserteti
lîcre.

6 oe ttCclienay Strîttost," toy 11er. J 0. Mlaniy;
ta wleeh ige have stain ie rIllîaure of frfrr*mg cuir
resders, te cont:uuluug z*uch vtlible iutfurnuation tel.
rte to the «-« Nature, Origin, Progest, Prellent State,
&ni Chatacter cf Weslaieau Methadigni." For 1,10 ai
he IVeuilyu DOoa, Muaslua HoaSe,. Mwulreal.

ô"'
0

'" . (, . as
the iforesaid, powers, privileges, anti ativattages,

shi eu,>&c.
Decil offlDeurifioa.

69 Tlîe hiundred Procachers mentionet in the en-
rolleti Decti, anti teiir successars, are the only le-
gai persanîs wiia constitute the Canference.>)

Rults 0f Pacijfication, 1795.
The abave extractî show the absolute imlpossi-

bility cf admitting- IlLay Delegates") ta citie
Conference,"2 atît thaï; tue Conférenice can exist
oui>' as coustituteti cf Peacliera aloite.

Thîis will lue admitteci by any mari of common
camiaur, who reatis that Decil with attention.
Tlîrou-hotit the whole af the Dcccl, Mr. Wesley
speals, othe Conference as consisting of Preaeh-
ers, andi of I'reachcrs cniy. Antd as tliough he
intentict ta settle the question for tver, ho inseat-
eti a clause in the followin- wvcrtls -" No person
shalt lit e1ecteti a meniber of the Coî%fereuice,"
&c. (Se above.) The prcceduîîg clause, t hovii
reference Is obviously madie, la lin the foliowing
%vords: tgThe Conférence shahl andi may admit,"y
&e. (Sce abot'..) ln ilts habi clause, Me. .WuE-
LEr evideutly contemplateti the arrivai of a lime
Mien there miglit nal lue fort>' Preachers; but
insteati cf providing for the perpetuity cf the Con-
ference lu> the admlssin cf Litymen, ta perfect
the numbero he declares ilat ccthe Conférence of
the People calleti Methodisis, shail be extinguish-
cd.', Can any thing Le mare decisive as ta the
absolute impossibility of admittin, "9Lay Dele-
gates ta thec Conférence 117 If the Preachers haci
the inclination toincorporate the people with them
in the Conférence, thucy have not the power to do
il. Mr. 1Estry liait taken care flot le Icave the
matter even ta the wiil of the Preachems

The Busstmu of the Annual Asscmbiy cf Con-
féece is-to perpetuate ils owui existence c-
cortiing ta the Dccci of Declatatloa-to receive or
reject Candidatcs for the Ministry, who have been
regulatly recommended-to examine, lry, acquit,
suspend or exclude an>' travellinig Preadhir ini tic
Connexion-ta reccive andi declule ipai> ail ap-
peals andi petitions whatever, fromn ail subordinate
11oethodistic jurisiictons-ta appoinît every Tra-
voullins Preaclcer in the Connexion his weik, ae-
cording ta tlîe ternis of tlue Cliapel Ténure, tlue
Dccci of Declaration, anti tlîe general economy ct
rite wlîole Blody, incluîting; appioiiltments flo niy
ta. Circuits, but tri varions oficial situations in the
Connexion- PNcîisi vcly ta maire, aller, or rescinti
laws for tlie wliolc Connexian, thé authorit>' of
whicii is, hawcrver,rteslricied according tothe 7th
of tii. Reguluctions madie ai Leetds in 1797-to as-
certain the numbers ln Socicty in ecd Circuit-
ta cossicler tiie stateocf the Connexioi at large,
andi to make regiltions suiteul to the pecuhiar cir.


