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the fraine; ‘but-what is that to him whose lim-
ited service itis 10 watch and ward, to keep
them in'and keep them out? To weep is not
his vocatior, who sits at thedoor. He hasno
partin ‘the drama, and is no more bound to
suffer than they who snuff the candles for the
ztage. His emotions are for homoe consump-
tion, his sympethies are elsewhere, left behind
with his better coat and hat, and well it is so,
or they wonld soon be worn to tatters—all—
heart, clcth, and beaver.

" What, then, is this * Black Maria,” so jocu-
larly named, yet =0 sad initsattributes? The
‘progress of tine brings nesw inventions, necés-
sity leads to many deviations from the beaten
track of custom, and the criminal, in carlier
days dragged through the crowded strects by
the inexorable officers of the law, exposed to
the scora, derision or pity, as the case might
be, of every spectator, now findsa preliminary
dungeon awaiting him at the very portals of
Justice, a locomotive cell, a penitentiary, upon
wheels. He is incarcerated in advaace, and
“be begins his probationary term at the stepsof
the court-house. Once there was an julerval,

¥ Some spaccbeiwgen the theatreand gravs,”

some breathing time from judge and jury to
the jeiler —n space to be traversed with the
chances incident to a journey. CGonstables on
foot are hat flesh and blood, after all, and an
* ad~oit blow from a brawny thief has often laid
them pros'rate. A short quick evasion of the
bodv has exrricated the collar from many a
‘muscular grasp, and once it was a thing of not
unfrequent orcurrence that tho Togue flew
down the strert, dving into all sorts of inter-
minghle allrys, while panting tpstaves “ icl-
ed eftrr him in vain ?  There were no s ward-
1y. sneakingadrantages taken *™~u —~centerprise
was rot cobined 3n g prravhulating chicken-
coop—valour ha? vorm tn gwing its cdbow, and
some epportentty ¢+~ ¢p up the heels of the
Jaw. Botasthings e 2t present managed, &
nan is In prison as hr taverses the Gty—in
prison, with but 3 plank bhetweer bim and the
moving eancourse of the free -in prison, while
the horaes start at the ~~ack of the whip-
prison, as he whirls arournd the corner—in
“prison yrt movig frem plane 1o place—jolted
30 prisan—prrhape vpee’ 1 prison.  He hears
the voires of the hanpte-- the 0 of traffic—the
clamnurs of trzde—the ve~ Aage tan barking
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exterior sound, and when the huge gates of hs
place of destinatién creak upon their hinges, 1o
tbe hersh rattling of the keeper’s key, thecap.
tive, it may be, rejoices that the busy world 1
no longer about him, mocking his misery with
its cheerful hum.

If it were in accordance with the spirit o{

the age to refine upon punishment and-10 sesk
sggravation for misery, the “Black Maria”
would perhaps furnish a hint that the pang
might be rendered sharper by seclading the
felon from liberty by the most minute interva,
—that fraedom might be heard yet not seen—
a3 the music of the ball-room ftfully reaches
1he chamber of disease and suffering—that he
| might be in tlic decpest shadow, yet know
that light is beaming close around hitn; in the
ceffire of action, yet deprived of its excitements
—isolated in the midst of multitudes—almus:
Jostled by an invisible concourse—deed yet
living—a scatient corpse. .

Ttis not then to be marvelled at, that the
“Black Maria” causcs a sensation by her om-
inous presence—that labour rests from tun
~vhen the sound of her wheels is heard—tha:
the youthful shrink and the old look sad, as
she passes by. INor is it strange that even
when crpty she is exacircled by 2 curious bat
meditative crowd, scanning the horses with 2
degree of reverential attention which unofficizy
horses, cven if they were Barbary coursers or
Andalusian s'eeds, n.ghi vainly hope toexaie.
‘The very harness is ngarded sath trepidation,
=na the driver is respectfutiy scrutinized from
head to foos, as i be were something more ot
less than man ; anl if the guatd docs butcare
lessly move his fuot, the throng give buck lesi
they shonld anwtiingly interfere with ane erhe
is looked upon as the oltimatum of cnmunai
justice. Should the fatal entrance be left an-
closed, sea how the observant spectator ma-
nouvres 10 obtain a knowledge of sts :ntcnior,
without approaching too closely, asifhe labout-
cd ooder an appichension that the hungy
creatore would yawn and swallow hum, as &«
has swallowed so mang, body, boots, and
putation. Now, he walks slowly 1o the left

n {hand, that he may L.come acquamted wib

every particular of the interaal cconomy af-
forded by that point of view.  Agaun, hedrwer-
£es to the fight, on anoikes qauest for snforme-
100, Do not be surprised, if he were even e
" squa,” and from that gracefal posture glane:

after bn 93 he fe jarw@ *yrorgh collisions; fnpwards ta ascertain the condiuion of the foor-
buv <t he 39 ¥q prson-—u-orc painfally in{.. - OF s:dlcabouuonoxcdmslyicoi thelyach:
* prison, by the Hitterneas ~fin*ruding contrast, [ pina. A mysxmcus interest envelopes the

hzo ¥ he were immured dryond all reach of | “Black Meria,”

evry feature aboat het 1e



